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Brad Binder, left, and Josh Yocum help make West Lawn the Berks League preseason favorite.

West Lawn sets sights
on championship run

0 The Owls have experi-
ance, talent and hopes of
:nioving the most special
. nin the history of the
ranchise.

3y Darryl Grumling
“agle/Times

Two summers ago, Tony Matz IIT
aw something special.

Even though the West Lawn
:0ach was enduring his only losing
eason in 12 years, he knew the fu-
ure was as bright as the sun shin-
ng over Muhlenberg’s field that
varm day in July 1997.

The inexperienced Owls, who
tarted as many as nine first-year
layers, had just been eliminated
rom the Berks Legion League
»layoffs by Shillington.

Instead of reflecting on West
.awn’s 1922 record, blown
‘hances, youthful mistakes and
vhat might have been, Matz chose
o0 look ahead.

“We had a good feeling about
hose kids,” he said. “We had
1eard so much about them, and
vhen we saw their potential and
heir work ethic, we felt very good
ibout their future.”

To future arrived in a flash last
B hen the Owls (36-15 overall)
xren 20-2 to win the league’s West-
arn Division, advanced to the
eague championship round and
won their first Pennsylvania Re-
zion 2 title.

With all but one player return-
ing from that team, it’s no wonder
West Lawn’s sights are set as high
as the Cellular One tower outside
the left-field fence at Owls Field.

“T would say this is probably the
most explosive team we’ve ever
had,” Matz said.

Combined with the rarity that
the Owls are hosting the Berks and
Region 2 Tournaments, it is quite
apparent that West Lawn has a
chance to enjoy the most special
season in the history of the 45-vear-
old franchise.

“This is it,” said first baseman
Brad Binder, one of seven 18-year-
old starters. “We have plenty of tal-
ent We have a ton of leaders. We
have experience. We've all played
in big games. It's just a matter of
executing and putting it all togeth-
er.”

With Binder, center fielder Josh

Yocum, shortstop Tony Cipolla and *

right fielder Shane Stacherski
leading the way, Matz can put to-
gether the most potent offense in
the league. Last August, virtually
the same lineup shattered the Re-
gion 2 record for runs scored in a
tournament.

On the field, third baseman
Regan Carroll and second base-
man Andy Hohl join Binder and
Cipolla in an air-tight infield;
Yocum, Stacherski and Eric Pettit
patrol a strong outfield; and Dave
Schultz is a solid receiver behind
the plate.

On the mound, right-hander

‘Matt Fidler anchors a pitching

‘staff that has plenty of depth - in
righties Stacherski, Yocum, Cipol-
la, Jon Rudisill, Brad Impink and
Mike Schaeffer — but also a few
question marks.

Matz is certain the pext six
weeks will provide plenty of an-
swers for the Owls, who are heavy
favorites to repeat in the West,
where Muhlenberg (13-9, 17-14) ap-
pears to be their only challenger.

But he also is quick to point out
that other preseason favorites and
sure bets have come up empty-
handed in the postseason. A prime
example is Shillington, which last
yvear won its first 10 games and
started 324 and then couldn't
move through the Berks playoffs.

“These guys have to understand
that no matter how good we are, in
this league there's always some-
body else out there who wants to
take it away from us,” Matz said.
“We have to keep that in our minds
on a daily basis. We can’t feel as if
we can just show up and the game
will take care of itself.

“Hopefully our guys will realize
the reality of what happened, for
whatever reason, to Shillington
last year. Maybe the Owls had a
flame that just burned a little
brighter. Now we are in the same
situation.”

A situation that those close to
the program have been envision-
ing for a couple of years.
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WEST LAWN OWLS

B COACH: Bob Houck, sevanth
season, 224-66.

B LAST YEAR: 18-4 East, 38-7
overall; Berks playoff qualifier.

B KEY RETURNERS: IF Dan Batz,
1B-OF Justin Holland, 2B Kyle Faus!, P~
SS Mati Nuhfer, P-OF Brandon De-
Waild, CF Tim Miller.

B OTHERS TO WATCH: P Mike
Stahler, C Dan Weber, IF-C Brett
Sweigart, P Tim Gombar, P Steve Geb-
hart, OF Pat Miller.

B QUTLOOK: Veteran lineup and
solid pitching staff should be enough 1o
keep Red Sox atop the East.

BOYERTOWN BEARS

W COACH: Rick Moatz,” 12th sea-
son, 534-130.

B LAST YEAR: 18-4 East, 37-18
overall; Berks champion, Region 2 qual-
ffier.

® KEY RETURNERS: P-OF Jared
Trout, P Chase Roth, C Jordan Hartline,
IF Mitch Schueck, P Jon Eidle, IF Bran-
don Mason.

B OTHERS TO WATCH: 1B Rob
Galloway, P Jordan Walsh, P-IF Nick
Allen, 3B Drew Hotfmann, P-OF Todd
Stapleton. .

B OUTLOOK: Deep pitching staff
will keepBaars in hunt for division and
league fitles.

BIRDSBORO ORIOLES

B COACH: Chris Drowne, first sea-
son.

B LAST YEAR: 16-6 East, 21-11
overall; Berks playoff qualifier.

W KEY RETURNERS: P-3B Jeremy
Wunderlich, SS-P Brad Kepley, 1B-P
John Runkle, P-IF Gery Wemer, OF
Charlie Wemer, 2B Chad Rightmyer, P-
OF Jon Dressler.

B OTHERS TO WATCH IF Josh
Majer, C Jim Everhart

B OUTLOOK: Orioles could be
team to waich in East thanks to a nice
combination ol power and pitching
depth.

EXETER BLUE JAYS

B COACH: Dan Resh, third saason,
42-31.
E LAST YEAR: 11-11 East, 18-17

" overall; Berks playoff qualifier.

® KEY RETURNERS: P Mike Ger-
hard, SS-P Jason Miller, 3B Zach Taylor,
OF Brian Hayes, 1B John Woram, C
Jason Diefenderfer.

W OTHERS TO WATCH: OF Matt
Burkhart, OF-P Dave Demko, IF Kyle

' Hassler, SS Karl Schemberg, 2B San-

ket Kapadia, P-OF Mark Stuffiet -

B OUTLOOK: Jays are division's
darkhorses, bul still have to find more
arms to contend.

KUTZTOWN COUGARS

B COACH: Joel Graft, fourth sea-
son, 3042

B LAST YEAR: 12-10 East, 13-12
overall; Berks playoff qualifier.

E KEY RETURNERS: SS Luke
Bricker, CF Dave Swartwood, 1B-C
Jake Kutz, 38 John Marstelier, P Steve
Rothermel.

B OTHERS TO WATCH: P Mike
Bergstrom, RF-P Lamy Fricker, P An-
drew Miller, 3B Ryan imschweiller.

B OUTLOOK: Cougars should be at
least middle of pack.

OLEY LYNX

B COACH: Gary Reinert, eighth
season, 80-86.

B LAST YEAR: 7-15 East, 10-17
overall.

B KEY RETURNERS: SS-P Jarad
Lydon, P-OF Steve Cotellese, P-1B
Brent Miller, IF Matt Sola, IF Nate Leck,

; C Carl Righter. .

B OTHERS TO WATCH: OF Kyle
Gerhart, IF Derek Yerger, 1B-OF Kyle
Hofiman. .

® OUTLOOK: Lynx ought to give
contanders trouble on & given night, but
are longshots at best

FLEETWOOD TIGERS

B COACH: John Templin, first sea-
son.
B LAST YEAR: 8-14 East, B8-14
overall.

B KEY.RETURNERS: SS-P Ryan
Negri, C-P Justin Templin, OF Luke
Angstad!, 1B-C Andre Folk, P-IF Brian
Battier.

B OTHERS TO WATCH: Josh Tem-
plin, Matt Folk, Ryan Woeliner, Matt
Keller, Jared Treichler, Mike Rusk, Scott
Stetzler, Jayme Schaeffer, Chad Hefin-
er.

B OUTLOOK: Tigers likely a year or
two away, but have potential.

B COACH: Tony Matz Ill, 13th sea-
son, 352-154.

B LAST YEAR: 20-2 West, 36-15
overall; Berks runner-up, Region 2
champlon, Pennsylvania State Tourna-
ment qualifier.

B KEY RETURNERS: CF-P Josh
Yocum, 1B Brad Binder, SS Tony Cipol-
la, RF-P Shane Stacherski, 3B Regan
Caroll, OF Eric Pettit, 2B Andy Hohl, C
Dave Schultz, P Matt Fidler, P Jon Rud-
islil.

B OTHERS TO WATCH: P Brad Im-
pink, P Kyle Frees, OF Dennis Zimmer-
man, P Mike Schaeffer, OF Travis
Yocum.

B OUTLOOK: Owils, who retumn all
but one player from a team that won Re-
gion 2, should be team to beat in divi-
sion and lsague.

MUHLENBERG A'S

B COACH: Dick Gochnauer, 30th
season, 542-364.

B LAST YEAR: 13-9 West, 17-14
overall; Berks playoff qualifier.

B KEY RETURNERS: SS Kraig
Kemp, CF Jason Reinhart, P Dan Runk-
el, 3B-P Matt Nye, 2B Brian Kantner, C
Joe Fallar, P-OF Tim Hainly, P-OF Nate
Bentley.

I OTHERS TO WATCH: P-1B Nate
Guers, 3B Jerome Lopez.

B OUTLOOK: Definite division con-
tender and laague darkhorse.
HAMBURG HAWKS

B COACH: Jeff Seidel, fith season,
65-50.

B LAST YEAR: 19-3 West, 25-7
overall; Berks playoff qualifier.

B KEY RETURNERS: IF-P Tom
Krick, C D.J. Hoshauer, IF-P Nick Evan-
gelista, IF Terry Snyder, P Zane Kershn-
er, OF Nat Harrison.

B OTHERS TO WATCH: 1B Rich
Shappell, IF-P Seth Gressiey, OF-P
Jamie Palubinski, IF Josh Reinert, IF
Travis Hartman. -

W OUTLOOK: Hawks must bounce
back trom disappointing scholastic cam-
paign, but could be a player in West
race.

READING WHITE SOX

B COACH: Chad Denunzio, first
season.

B LAST YEAR: 11-11 West, 13-13
overall :

B KEY RETURNERS: P-OF Jef{
Sota, SS Matt Radcay, 2B Brian Miller,
C-P Steve Randolph, P-C Dary! Miller.

B OTHERS TO WATCH: P Eli
Bonet, 3B John Baez, 1B Robert Ash.

W OUTLOOK: Despite & thin roster,
Sax shouid have enough to stay above
500 and could be in the playoft picture
with a few breaks.

SCHUYLKILL VALLEY MARLINS

B COACH: Lu Kauftman, sidh sea-
son, 30-88.

W LAST YEAR: 3-19 West, 3-19
overall

B KEY RETURNERS: 1B-P Dan
Weyandt, OF-P Don Smith, IF Chris
Stamm, C-3B Car Moyer, C-2B Joe
Borkey, P-OF Brooks Miller.

B OTHERS TO WATCH: IF Shaun
McMurtry, P-SS Jeff Hamner, 3B-P Josh
Boltz, CF Nate Bailey. P-IF Derek
James.

B OUTLOOK: Marlins likely won't
comtend, but could surprise.

GREGG POST KEYS

B COACH: Charlie Flannery, 17th
season, 181-205.

E LAST YEAR: 11-11 West, 11-14
overall .

® KEY RETURNERS: C Brian
Heister, SS Matt Mattiuz, CF Tim Clark,
1B Mike Giliis, P Terry Lipovsky, OF
Jack Himmelbarger, P-IF Zach Focht.

. B OTHERS TO WATCH: 2B Leon
Adams, C David Geissler, P Matt
Nowaczynskl, OF Keith Price, OF Jos!
Ralfsnyder.

B OUTLOOK: Young Keys will be re-
buliding and could take some lumps
earty with 11 16-year-olds. |
WYOMISSING BISONS

B COACH: Tom King, second sea-
son, 5-17.

B LAST YEAR: 5-17 West, 5-17
overall.

B KEY RETURNERS: OF Brady
Kidd, P-OF Bruce Anglin, SS Eric
Swaelizer, C Kerry Marshall.

B OTHERS TO WATCH: 3B Randy
Pitts, OF Rob Fyock.

B OUTLOOK: Bisons can win any-
time Angjin is on mound, but likely wil
struggle otherwise.

CONRAD WEISER SCOUTS
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W Tony Cipolla went 3-for4 with
five runs and Josh Yocum was 3-

. for-5 with a double, triple and
. three RBIs as West Lawn opened

Western Division play with a 194
. rout of Reading at Owls Field in a
. game called after eight innings
i due to the 15-run rule.

Losing pitcher Steve Randolph

* went 2-for-3 for the White Sox, who

led 3-0 after an inning. But the
Owls (1-0, 2-1) scored four runs in

: each of the second and third in-
. nings to take command. Matt Fi-
. dler allowed five hits over six in-

- nings for the win.
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1 " W: Man Fidier (1-0). L: Steve Randolph (0-
1), 28: John Baaz (R), Steva Randoiph (R),

Shane Stacherskl (WL) 2. Matt Fidiar (WL),

Tony Cipolla (WL}, Josh Yocum (W), Brad

"ol impink (WL). 38: Josh Yocum (WL).




2-for-3 with 5 home ryp.
s Wednesday as West Lawn re.
"' maineg Unbeaten j € Western Division_
: rout of Conrad We; erin a game called -
ings due to rain at Robesonja.
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- and two RBIs and teammate Dave Schultz was a per-

~ batting in one.
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IReg.an' Carroll went 2-for-3 with two runs and

- three RBIs to lead West Lawn over Wyomissing in 21-1

blowout.

- Starting pitcher Matt Fidler struck out six and al-
lowed-only one run. Reliever Kyle Frees struck out !
five in the last two innings. :

West Lawn's Eric Shipe was 2-for-3 with two runs

fect 2-for-2 with three runs and two RBIs. Andy Hohl | . -
pitched in with a 2-for-3 night, scoring three runs and |
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-} WJon Rudisill pitched six innings of shutout ball any A,
| West Lawn had 19 his to beat Schuyllill Valley 1801n

6% innings in a Western Division game at West Lawn.. ML
W Rudisill allowed four hits, struck out four and
S iwalked none for the Owls (4-0, 5-1), who scored in every -
g -.-_'-'j_finning.'lbnyCipollawentS-fofawiththreemnsandan
-“ 'RBI, Josh Yocum homered and drove in three runs and-
.. Regan Carroll, Dave Schultz, Eric Pettit and Travis' -
- ;.Yocumeachha_d_twohitsandtwomns for West Lawn. |

Kl

L e — TEFL
e mHE S g s

Wost Lawn ==, " 1 . 442431 x—18192." | +

'ﬁ : Jon Rudisll (1-0), L Jon EME v

: . HR: Jogh Yocom (W), “ |
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Berks Legion. .
‘ ' RHE
 YOPION . mmsemasnenss020 011 001 — 6121
. Blrdaboto,.cnns 161 004 01x — 11117
| W: John Runkle (1-0). L: Dean Godusky.
remy Wunderlich

28: Justin Shustack (B), Je
lB]l Brinn Dease (B), Oeorge Kresslay (T) 2.

B: Androw Roth i Justin Shustack
ta}.cmamm BI ;
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W: Mark Stuftlet {1-0). L: Steva Cotallese
1-2), 28: Matthew Burkhari (E) 2, Jason

ey

] M West Lawn 18, Gregg Post3 At Stove Cotalase (). Gk Mtz (O, A

David Demko {E), Ji Mill E,Joh
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es wn's Josh Yocum and Regan Camol (WL), Brad Impik (WL), Brad

1 Tony Cipolla combined to go 7-for- | Binoar (WL) 2.-Andrew Hohl (WL). 38: Tony
-4 9 with six RBIs. Yocum hit a two- {epﬁmﬁﬁﬂb (GP). Miko Gl
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' Brad- Impmk went seven ‘ini- | Randy Pits (W), Robert Fyock (W) Ew, :
nings for the win. =% «1. et Srow Baustes (W) wm(c\sam'm-
For the Keys, Mike Gillis was 4- o W), R Joal Rush (CW., -
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W: Chase Hm{a-o) L: Tim Gombar (0-1).
28 Jared Trout (B).
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* W:Nick Evangolista (1-1), L: Dan WeyandL |-
* 2B:Rich Shappall (H), Shawn McMurtry (8V), |
3 Matthew Beissal (SV). 3B: Zane Kerschner
*.1 (H), Frank Ammarell (SV) HA: Tom Krick (H). |-
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Westhmﬂ SomhemAmaa [
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-4 with throe runs. and three RBIs and
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"\‘ lWest Lawn 15 Hamburg j § B
At Hamburg, the Owls overcame a. e
5-0 deficit by seormg 10 runs in

b - the middle three innings and held -
[ or#‘o;t tII:g We(sst_ebm&%wsmn &vtxin

! (5 wn scored five
.—____,___r (]

runs in the fifth i mnmg, two in the
fsucth and three in the seventh to
turn the five-run deficit into a 10-5

-{lead. The Hawks (1-3, 4-6) fhen "~ " - e E T R Pt GB -
-_.!scored four runs in the bottom of - - - . .. - e l g,.‘:':,,?,"é!:.“:: el ) b =
“ithe sixth to get within a run, but =~ . " Snilington Red Sox S e
‘West Lawn again took control with . e .. 3 3 500 21
'a five-run eighth. - 5 s S i S l Oleylynxi - 3::3,500 . 2.
.|  Brad Binder and Tony Clpolla - ' g %',"pm?g;f“ ‘2 5 288 3
- |each had' two-run_ singles. and | Kutziown Cougers 012,000 8%
Dave Schultz had a run-scoring =~ . - .’ . ] WesemDivision * W .. L Pt GB,
-..triple;in‘the eighth. Binder, who -, e s 5158007 1
‘lalso homered, went 3-for-5 with - " MublenborgAs © 7 - 47 1 800 12
'four* RBIs*and* four runs and' Grogg Post Keys + 34 0 da
Cipolla was 3-for-3 with two RBIs: gms'fmmsmuu 105 r‘g; 2
and three runs for the Owls:» ;. x Ax Wmimaﬁmﬁg’%lf%g%;w. 5
';:-.'DJ Hoshauer was 4-fors5. w1th-. s 8 f*‘

et = i‘
two doubles, four RBIs and three ; gl % wmuesmrsaauus?

i’ Oigy 16, Boyertown 137 137" ‘_‘:':‘l
runs and Tommy Krick was 3—for—5 e N s"m'?sacﬂ.ﬁﬁn;m b
with three RBIs and two runs for‘ ' Nuilerbed

;'.ToptonBFbaquS"
“I. Reading 13, Wyomissing 6,
: Wuttmmﬁﬂ.mburg"
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L’ WestLanl _roﬁt’ts "Mul}l,gpberg.

I Tony Clpolla homem
drives in four runs and pxcks

- up the win in the Owls’20-4  double in the seventh inning and el o
O drove in four runs and Regan Car- =~~~

Vlctory. ' } roll had three hits and three RBIs,
From owmws;hﬁ' Matt N}'e hlt a home rl.ll'l fOI‘
Winning pitcher Tony Cipolla Muhlenberg. * =

. had four hits, including a home
run, and drove in four runs as West
Lawn trounced Muhlenberg 20-4
Wednesday night in a Berks Le-
gion League -Western: Dmsnon
game at Laureldale.”

The game was a dramatic de-
parture from Monday. when the
teams played until rain forced a
postponement. That one was tled_

- 1-1 afer three innings.
| The Owls (7-0, 9-1) scored ﬁve
I ' runs in the first inning and led 7-1
L IR after three. They ended any Muh- | ..
g lenberg hopes when they scored !
i seven times in the seventh mmng e
to take a 164 lead. j
: West Lawn, Wh.l(‘.h ﬁmshed wlt.h
14 hits, also took advantage ofeaght
errors by the A’s (4-2, 6-2).-:
Dave Schultz had a fwo-run

___-IL e .—‘

2 A i« %R BE-:
 West Lawn.._ =502 101722-20142-
| Muhlonberg..—......010 201 D00~ 4 98
: rWTwcmuau-mLMauNynnuaa
Ragan Camoll (WL), Dave Schultz (WL). HR:
St e i 'IWCMIEMU NNINVEM )




Schaeffer, Owls
continue to roll

| @ Mike Schaeffer’s fifth
| start is his most impres-
. 5ive yet for powerful West

[ Lawn, a complete-game

i' five-hitter in an 11-2 win
' over Birdsboro.

By Darryl Grumling
Eagle | Times

|  When West Lawn Legion coach

' Tony Matz gave Mike Schaeffer the
ball against Ephrata two weeks

| ago, his message to the Owls rookie

' was crystal clear,

r In the first game of what is ar-
guably the most anticipated season
of the Owls’ 45-year history, it was
Schaeffer who took the mound.

Trial by fire? More like faith in
the future. ]

i “I wanted him to realize he was

| going to be one of our starters this

| year,” Matz said. “It was a situation

" where I wanted him to feel com-

. 7 fortable, even though he was a first-
vear player.”

} Thus far, Schaeffer has looked

; »lenty comfortable. And Saturday

| afternoon at Optimist Field, the

“.-; right-hander continued his impres-
.. sive start by firing a five-hitter in

.‘__:f West Lawn’s 11-2 Berks Legion-

i1 League interdivision victory

‘1 against Birdsboro.

i Schaeffer @-0) struck out 10 and
; ' _ also went 2-for4 with three RBIs as

- the Owls (80 Western Division, 10-1

't overall) continued their methodi-

| cal march through league play. _

. Through eight games, West Lawn
has outscored Berks foes 136-26.

: “This lineup will always get you

" runs,” Schaeffer said. “It's so

deep.”

So is the pitching staff, now that
Schaeffer is firmly entrenched in
| the rotation. Saturday’s start was

Schaeffer’s fifth, and by far his
most impressive.

“Schaeffer’s got real good stuff,”
said first baseman Brad Binder,
who went 5-for-5 with three runs to
front a 17-hit attack. “He’s got a
good, live arm and when he spots
the ball he’s really tough. Today he
was really on.”

The Owls staked Schaeffer to a

tead with a four-spot in thée sec-

I
e
i
i

' ond inning - in which he helped

himself with a two-run single,

Schaeffer allowed just one hit
until the fifth, when Pete Colon
doubled in a run to get Birdsboro
on the board. The Orioles (2-3 East,
6-5) got within 4-2 when Brad Kep-
ley (2-for4) scored on a wild pitch
in the sixth inning, but the Owls
broke it open with a three-run sev-
enth capped when Schaeffer drew
a bases-loaded walk

‘“When they got it to 4-2, we knew
we had to respond,” Binder said.
“It 'was really the first time we'd
been tested this year, and that was
a good thing for us.”

Tony Cipolla was 2-for4 with a
double and three runs and Dave
Schultz drove in four runs for the
Owls, who racked up 14 hits against :
Birdsboro ace Jeremy Wunderlich
over 723 innings.

“They keep coming at you,” :
Birdsboro coach Chris Drowne -
said. “They play nine innings, and .
today we only played three.” - +f

Which wasn’t nearly enough
against Schaeffer, whose fastball, ;
curve and change repertoire had *
the Orioles guessing practically all ~

oon. . “ :

“I was pretty excited, but I was- ;
n’t real nervous,” Schaeffer said.
“The seniors have really made me
comfortable so far, and that's given
me a lot of confidence.”

That confidence was on display
thoughout the game, and enabled -
Matz to allow Schaeffer to go the
distance. ; .

“Iactually came into today more
concerned about what our hitters
were going to do against Wunder-
lich than about how Mike was going
to do,” Matz admitted. “We were re-
alistically hoping to get six or seven
(innings) out of him, but we broke it
open in the seventh inning and saw
that his pitch count was pretty low,
50 we decided to let him finish.”

Schaeffer finished strongly,
pitching out of jams in both the sev-
enth and eighth innings before
working a perfect ninth. '

“He battled us and he didn't
hurt himself,” Drowne said. “He
came right after our hitters and
made people hit the ball. And we
didn’t.” ‘-1, =
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1 Oley 18, Gregg Post 9
WEST LAWN BIRDSBORO

" abrhb .- sbrhbl
‘| Camoliab 5011 Kepleyss 4120
"] Sathorski 3 0 1 1 Everhartc 3000
Shipa ph . |1 0 0 0 Wundarfichp30 0 0
A Yocumct - 4210 GWemer3s300 0
| Binder o™ 53 5 1 B.Schaofierp00 0 0
Cipolass 4 32 0 Dasseph 1000
Schuttzc - 3114 Ingramp 0000
ith ~ * 50 2 1 Rightmysr230 0 0

pi1 23 Runkletb 3010 [
4120 Dresslorrd 4110
Colonll.. 2011
Shustackcf 3 0 0 0
40111711 Totals 20251
1040 000 331~11

2 E: G.Wemar, Dressiar. DP: Birdsboro 1.

j . N .

| Berks Legion
Eastarn Divislon W L Pct. GB

" Boyartown Bears 7 1.875 -
Shlilinglon Red Sox 4 1 .800 1‘
Exatar Blue Jays 4 3 .57 21r.v
Olay Lynx 4 3.571 2‘0
Toption Rams 4 b .444 312
Birdsboro Orloles 2 3.400 3
Kutztown Cougare 1 3 .250 4
Flaatwood Tipars 2 6.250 5

Il Western Division W L Pct. GB

Wast Lawn Owls B 01.000 -
Muhlanbaorg A's 6 2.750 2
ReadingWhlleScx 5 2 714 2%z
Gregp gcsl Keye 2 4.3
Hamburp Hawks 2 4333 5
Wyomissing Bisons 2 6 250 6

nrad Welser Scouls1 6 .143 62
gghuylklll Val.Marling 1 6 .143 62
SATURDAY'S RESULTS
Wasl Lawn 11, Birdsboro 2
Boyeriown 18, Schuylklll Valley 4
Exeter 2, Reading 1
Muhlenberg 10, Kutztown 9
Hamburg 24, Flestwood 7
Toplon 7. Flestwood 3

LOB: West Lawn 8, Birdsboro 5. 2B:

rerad|
| MSchastir(W20)8 5 22 4 10
rioles

M.Schaeffer, Yocum, Cipolla, Colon,

-“"** Runkie. SB: Binder. SF: Carroll. 5: Frees. S T s
g P H RERBBSO | i ..

- Birdsboro D .
| Wunderich (LO-1)7%s 14 8 7 3 2
B.Schastfer w 21100
‘t Ingram -1 110 0 1
' HBP: by M.Schasfler (Rightmyer), by
: WUndezlich (Cipolia, Schultz). WP:
' M.Schaetter 2, Wunderlich. Umpires:
' Mariin Strohecker and Roy Underhlll, T:
| 2:64. A:250. ]




R !Bn_zrrks Legion :

“! Eastern Division
* * Boyertown Bears
-+ Shilington Red Sox
" Oley Lynx
“ Bl 0 Orioles
- Exaler Blue Jays
- Toplon Rams
1+ Fleatwood Tigers
Kutztown Cougars

1 Western Divislon
1 West Lawn Owls
| Muhlenberp A's
, Reading White Sox
| Hamburg Hawks
] Gregp Post Keys
Wyomissing Bisons
. Conmd Welsar Scouts1
Sch.Valley Marins  1'

i S S
rtown 17,
H 15, Kutztown 4 :

2
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ton, Brad Impink homered tvnclg
and In six runs and Dennis
| Zimmerman was 4-for5 with three
runs as the Owls (9-0 West, 11-1) -
| hammered the Rams (¢-6 96). .-
|-+ Tony Cipolla @-for4, five RBIs) .
(3-for-6, three
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i Kill Val 0020 -
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burg. 4 Jef[ 893!9* Readmg, 4'Jlis‘§| Jemp ".Fleetwood

KTRIPLES}Tony Cfpsua,,West Lawnz2; Steve, Cotellést .0 ey,
~3M|ke Gllhs,.Gregg Post,—~2 ;Joe. Falleﬂ Muhienbel‘"’gzz i m_He:n 1B
;tfif;.Muhl nberg, 2; *Jaradljao"ﬁwle‘f Jas

. & R

a Hedcay..Readin 3 ;.’Jaso

FLTXrR )

art,. Mu_}_ ,

ﬁu}f est Lawn‘,’z;iZach Tay’ior:Exeter,' +

& Fleatwoodib Justm'!'emplln‘ Fleetwbod 25T

SLHOM E_FIUNS George Kressl ey,' o_ptqn 6; Tom Krick, Ham
it

P e

t:Nye, Mihlenberg;4;:Dave, Demko Exeter,’

- Josh Yocum, West Lawn, 3“"‘ ¥ '~ T

BASE: HITS  Zane’ t‘ce'r“‘shner ‘Hamburg;. 9;: George
) -'TOptoan ; Tony. Cipolla, West Lawn, 8; Joe Fal!er* Muh:
i, Ianberg, 8; Tom | Krick; | Hamburg, 7' - Justin Temy lln, Fleetwood _
3 ,!mslgd‘(ocum,,West Law"' 7. 81X t‘eq.w'“;' B ilicnd peiT i -(“';L- 394 TR
. 11x5 PITCHING, (mimmum three decisions)-__ Matt Fld!er,,:Westlf: s
i Lawn. 4-0; Jared Trout, Boyeriown 3-0; Eli Bonet, Reading, 2-1; |-
_Nick Evangehsta Harnburg, 2-1; Brent Mlller Oley, 2-1, Matt Nye, -
Muhlenberg,2 A Jason Werley.Topton 2-1 B BAGRIR A X

RS
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Berks Légibn

Eastern Divislon

T n O
wg754221

\? A
hite Sox
Hawks
1 Keys
Ing Blsons
Sch, Valley Marling
TUESDAY'S RESULTS

Western Division
- Weat Lawn Owis

Shillington Red Sox
Oley Lynx

Exetar Blue Jays
Kutziown Cougars ... -
Flestwood Tigers

Boyertown Bears
Birdsboro Orioles
Topton Rame
Muhlanbe
Reading
Hamburg

Gregg

Wyomiss

, West Lawn 4

Shillington 8
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, B West Lawn 21, Fleetwood 5: At
' Fleetwood, Brad Binder went 2-
for-3 with a three-run home run
and five RBIs to lead the Owls (10-1
' Western, 12-2) to a rout of the
i Tigers (3-8 Eastern, 3-8) in an inter-
division game halted after seven
innings due to the 15-run rule.
Eric Shipe went 2-for-2 with
four RBIs and Tony Cipolla had
three RBIs for West Lawn.
' Andre Folk was 2-for-3 with an
RBI double and Matt Folk had two

RBIs for Flentwood.
> RHE
West Lawn.,........ 4315440~
Fleetwood. ,........ 000 005 g - 2; 19’ ;

W: Kyle Frees (1-0). L: Josh Templin (1-2), 2B:

Regan Caroll (W), Tony C oo

Schultz (W), Shane gfgmmhu{r?né Dxmyx':

Fraes (W), Andre Folk (), 38: Regan Carroll
, (W), Kyle Frees (W). HR: Brad Binder [W).

—_— — i |




NON-LEAGUE
Was! Lawn 7, Bansalom §
Richland 12, Conrag Walsar 7
Highlights; For Wos! Lawn (13-2), Brad
Blndor was 3.for.5 with 1wo RBIs, inciuding a -
| double and tripla, Mike Schaetler phiched siy -
! scorelass Innings for his third win of the gea-
| 8on. ... For Conrad Walsdr (8-18), Kevin
Yarnell wenl 3-or.3 and Joo! Rush was 2.
" fos-3 with an R, .



| BERKS LEGION LEADERS

Andre , dJason ; By Matt
Folk ' Reinhart Keim Nuhfer
Fleetwood Muhlenberg  Topton Shillington *
LEAGUE GAMES ONLY NECTEE SN

(Unofficial; Tuesday's games not Includod) .

DOUBLES: Andre Folk, Fiestwood, 7; Ryan Negri, Fleetwood 7
Zane Kershner, Hamburg, 7; Joel Rush, Conrad Weiser, 7; Steve
Cotellese, Oley, 6; Terry Snyder, Hamburg, 6; Jeff Soto, Reading High, 6;
Shane Stacherski, West Lawn, 6; Mark Stufflet, Exeter 6; Justin Tem-
plin, Fleetwood, 6; Dan Weyandt, Schuylkill Valley, 6.

TRIPLES: Jason Reinhart, Muhlenberg, 4; Jarad Lydon, Oley.
Zach Taylor, Exeter, 3; 18 tied with 2,

HOME RUNS: George Kressley, Topton, 7; Dave Demko Exeter, 4;
Bill Keim, Topton, 4; Tom Krick, Hamburg, 4; Matt Nye, Muhlenberg, 4;
Andre Folk, Fleetwood, 3; Jason Miller, Exeter, 3; Ryan Negri, Fleet-

. wood, 3; Jeff Soto, Reading, 3; Josh Yocum, West Lawn, 3.

EXTRA-BASE HITS: Andre Folk, Fleetwood, 10; Zane Kershner,
Hamburg, 10; George Kressley, Topton, 10; Ryan Negri, Fleetwood, 10; - |
Tony Cipolla, West Lawn, 9; D.J. Hoshauer, Hamburg, 9; Justin Temphn.j:
Fleetwood, 9; Jeff Soto, Readlng, 9; Dan Weyandt Schuylklll Valley, 9 .1
six tied with 8.

PITCHING (mlnlmum four declslons) Dave Demko Exeter 4-0
Matt Fidler, West Lawn, 4-0; Matt Nuhfer, Shillington, 4-0; Chase Roth,*
Boyertown, 4-0; Nick Evangelista, Hamburg. 4-1 Matt Nye. Muhlenberg, "
3-1; Steve Randolph, Reading, 3-1.

. 5 with two RBIs for Wyomissing.
. @West Lawn 6, Exeter 0: At Owls
- Field, winning pitcher Brad Im-
pink pitched 723 scoreless innings
to lead the Owls (11-1 Western, 14-
2) to the interdivision shutout of
the Blue Jays (7-6 Eastern, 86).
Impink also doubled in the bot-
: tom' of the seventh inning to score
| the game’s first run. West Lawn’s
Tony Cipolla hit an RBI triple and
stole home in a five-run eighth.
Sanket Kapadia pitched seven .
innings, allowmg just two hits and
one earned run in the loss for Ex-
ieter.
1, Dave Demko went 3-for4 for the

RHE —
Exeler - 200000 000-08
»‘3‘5'@"5‘7;’.!.».,* (201 L- oo K:;am:?o!

4 _
1).28: Zw:‘fwlor{E] Mark Stuff
9k WL 58:Toy il . e




ety
. . R
1 West LaWn .. 32 1315—151':5

B West Lawn 15, Kutztown 2: At
Kutztown, Andy Hohl went 2-for4 "

with a double and a home run to
\lead the Owls (121 Western, 15-2)

past the Cougars (55 Eastern, 65)

1

Kepley

! 2-for-2,

Brd -

{nan interdivision game.,

Josh Yocum was 2-for-2 with
three RBIs and Regan Carroll hit
two doubles for West Lawn. .."

- Kutztown’s Luke Bricker went
" m Hamburg 22, Wyomissing 12:
At Wyomissing, Nick Evangelista
went 5-for-5 with a homer, six runs
and three RBIs to lead the Hawks -

| (77, 9-9) past the Bisons (2-12, 2-12)

in a Western Division game. ;
Josh Reinert went 3-for4 witha
double, and Rich Shappell was 2-
for-3 with a homer and four runs
for Hamburg. u
‘For Wyomissing, Dan Stoltzfus
went 3-for4 with four RBIs.
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' Berks Legion

! 6B

o %
smm;fn-nnnwm 12 1 .953:; 5\‘;-;,
Bimnmmswngéub;fs g g'.sas 51

‘g 5%
Exgtor Blue Jays ; g ggg A

eyl 6 8 420 7
1:%“?;95.5 410 286 8

6B

Westam Divislon :l:l’ % chzt.s £
‘";ﬁmg‘i'? g 4 692 3;rz
W
Reading White Sox ; 3280?) :
Hamburg Hawks - S0 e
Gm“@ngpqs! Kortes 2 12 14 1
“cvnv:rdenlaerSoouis 2 1% 8373 u‘g
Sch, Valley Marlins 112
THURSDAY'S RESULTS

riown 10, %ﬁm 2
Was! Lawn 16, Oley 1
Kutziown 10, Conrad Weisae 3. o

: w01 -27
= %‘I.,‘.“":ﬁ;:;::::?&“&"?m-mm

o ¥ Runkie (2-1).
- Jared Trout (4-0). L: Jon
zaw '.taJ?ear:y Wanderlich (81) 2, Jlagg Iﬂmof
{8o), Jordan Harting (Bo). Lyle ;
Hol N

E
1
2

ks R HE

1000 -1 51
ﬂ“rﬁ.“&“:?;:tﬂ?ﬁuu-w%
o wiatt Fidier (5.0). L: Matt Sola (1-1). 28:

2, Tony Clpolia (WL), Brad
g:;;ﬂ)%ne Stacharskl (WL), Eric

* Pettit (WL). 3B: Shans Stacherekl (WL),

" M West Lawn 16, Oley 1: At Owls -

Field, Josh Yocum went 3-for-3 with
! four runs, two doubles and two
RBIs and Shane Stacherski was 3-
for-3 with a triple and double as the
Owls (13-1 West, 16-2) ripped the

\,
AY

'BERKSLEGION

e g

IJ Lyle . ane
| Loeb - Stacherski
| Boyertown ’ West Lawn

, Lynx (7-7 East, 7-8) in an interdivi-
sion game halted by the 15-run rule
in seventh. o

It was the eighth 15-run win for
defending Region 2 champion West

» Lawn, which is averaging 16 runs in

! league play and has been held under

. double figures in runs just twice,

i Righty Matt Fidler struck out
five and allowed five hits and one

| unearned run to improve to 5-0.

Tony Cipolla 2-for-3, three RBIs)
had a two-run double, Yocum an RBI
double and Stacherski a run-scoring

MINIATURE G(

5th Street High

21-HOLE CHAMPIC

* OUR FAMOUS 26TH HOLE “OV
* FREE GAME TO LOW PARIN .

- JACKPOT HO.
Bring The Family For A




Soto, Sox
quiet Owls

M Reading right-hander Jeff Soto scatters
10 hits and goes the distance as the White
Sox upset high-scoring West Lawn. The
Owls average 16 runs per league game.

From our news staff
Jim Kelly went 4-for-5 with with three RBIs and
.three runs and Steve Randolph singled in the go-
ahead run in the eighth inning Friday mght as Read-
ing rallied to upset first-place West Lawn 9-5 in a
Berks Legion League Western Division game at
George Field. :
Right-hander Jeff Soto went the route for the
White Sox (8-5 Western Division, 8-6), striking out four
and scattering. 10
" BERKS LEGION | hits against the Owls
e e 1 (132 16.3), who had
been averaging 16 runs per game in league play.

West Lawn broke a 3-3 tie with two runs in its sev-
enth when Kyle Frees scored on a wild pitch-and Eric’
Pettit hit an RBI single. But the White Sox went up to
stay with three in their half, when Matt Redcay (3-for-
5, two RBIs) and Soto each had run-sconng singles to
set the stage for Randolph. Kelly singled in another
run in a three-run eighth that sealed it.

Redcay went 3-for-5 with two RBIs and Robert Ash
was 2-for4 with three runs in a 14-hit Reading attack.

Dave Schultz went 2-for-3 with two RBIs for the
Owls, who had won five straight and 14-0f-15. :

RHE

West Lawn .......... 000 102200-5104

Reading......o.... ..002 010 33x -9 140

- W:Jefl Solo (2:2). L: Kvle Frees (1-1), 2B:
Bmd Binder (WL). 38 Jnrn Kally (R).

-~ ue



Schaeffer pltches

- From our news staff :
Mike Schaeffer pitched a com-

plete:game four-hitter and Tony

Cipolla went 2-for-4 with a two-run ° 8

homer to lead West Lawn to an 11-
3 victory over Muhlenberg in a

Berks Legion League Western Di--

vision game Saturday night.
Schaeffer struck out 11 and
yielded just one earned run to im-
prove his record to 3-0. .
Josh Yocum went 2-for-5 with
two RBIs and Shane Stacherski

was 3-for4 with a pair of doubles
! for the Owls (14-2, 17-3). '

Andy Rozzi hit a two-run dou-

! ble for Muhlenberg (10-5, 12-6) in
. the fifth,

Muhlenberg .
West Lawn .

'West Lawn past As

For Topton, Kyle Moll was 3—for-

lConrad Weiser 6, Schuylklll
Valley 4: At Robesoma Dave

_ Kazmierczak scattered 11 hits in

notching the complete-game win
as the Scouts (3-14, 9-22) won the’
Western Division game over the -
Marlins (1-14, 2-16).. Kasmierczak.
has all three of Weiser's league
wins this season.

. The Scouts got two hits and two

" runs from Andy Hoffman and a

two-run first-inning trlple from
Kevin Yamall

. 000020 101:—3 43
*30313003x-11111

W: Mike Schanllnr (3-0). L: Nate Guers (3-2).
Yocum (WL), Eric Pattit (WL),

g‘mcm":;u (WL), Andy Rozzl BM) HR:

Tony Cipolla [WL] e bl

RHE svr_vs . oo o
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West Lawn
strikes big
in the 12th

M Trailing by two runs with two outs and
no baserunners in the bottom of the 12th
inning, West Lawn stages a miraculous
rally and defeats Boyertown in a battle of
division leaders.

By Darryl Grumling
Eagle/Times

Perhaps the best way to sum up the scene late Sun-
day night at Owls Field blared from the pressbox
speakers shortly after another epic battle between
Berks Legion League archrivals West Lawn and Boyer-
town.

~ As the song Unbelievable by EMF resounded
throughout the park, the Owls were celebrating wildly
while the Bears were simply stunned.

Just moments before, Boyertown had a two-run
lead, with two outs and no West Lawn baserunners on
in the bottom of the 12th.

Four batters later, however, West Lawn was revel-
ing in the aftermath of a 54 interdivision victory that
was nothing short of miraculous.

“This,” said Owls coach Tony Matz ITI, “was a ball-
game very few kids are ever part of. There just aren’t
many like it.”

Shane Stacherski’s two-out, three-run double
capped a 180-degree turnaround as the Owls (15-2 West-
ern Division, 183 overall) outlasted the Bears (15-2
East, 21-7) in a showdown of division leaders and re-
match of last year’s Berks final, won by Boyertown 18-1.

“We never gave up,” said first baseman Brad
Binder, who went 4-for-6 and began the game-winning
rally.

Binder singled to right off reliever Jared Trout,
moved to second on a wild pitch and to third on Josh
Yocum’s infield single to deep short. Trout then nicked
Tony Cipolla with a pitch to set the stage for Stacherski,
who delivered a liner just inside the right-field line
and rolled to the corner.

“This has to be the biggest comeback Pve been part
of,” said Stacherski, who surrendered two runs in the
top of the 12th inning. “To come back like that against
rival like them. .. . it’s just great.”

“We knew what we had to do,” Binder said. “We had to
get the tying run to the plate, and I was able to prolong the
game to get Yocum up. From then on we had a chance to
at least tie it up. Then when Shane got up, I felt real good
because he’s our best fastball hitter and Trout throws a
lot of fastballs. He did a great job of going with the pitch,
and I just prayed for it to stay fair.”

Boyertown’s prayers looked to be answered in the
top half, when Trout beat out a swinging bunt between
Stacherski and catcher Dave Schultz, then reached
third when Stacherski bounced a pickoff attempt past
first baseman Binder.

Hartline then lofted a fly ball to shallow center, with
the speedy Trout tagging up and barely beating
Yocum’s throw several feet off the line. After Jordan
Walsh singled, and Rob Galloway and Roth drew walks
to load the bases, Nick Allen was hit by a pitch to force
in a run and make it4-2.

And when Trout quickly got Regan Carroll to

Eagle/Times: Chad A. DeShazo

Boyertown's Chase Roth dives back to second safely in the second inning on a pickoff attempt as
West Lawn shortstop Tony Cipolla receives the throw from pitcher Brad Impink.

ground out and Eric Pettit to pop up, it was under-
standable why most of the throng of more than 1,000
was heading for the exits.

“Truthfully, deep down inside, I was thinking there
was still a glimmer of hope,” Matz said. “When Binder
was up and got that hit, I was thinking, ‘Now we’re one
pitch away.’ Then Yocum gets on and Tony gets hit. It
all happened so quickly.”

West Lawn broke a scoreless tie in the fourth inning
when Josh Yocum launched a long two-run homer over
the scoreboard in right field. _

But the Bears chipped away against Owls starter
Brad Impink, scratching across one run in the sixth on
Jordan Hartline’s RBI single and tying it at 2-2 in the

BOYERTOWN WEST LAWN

abr hbt ebr sv_o
T 5220 Camolil 501
IM_%__wmn 3012 Pettitrl 4000
Waishe! 61 10Bnoerib 6140
Lloebb 4 010 JYocumelpSe 2 2
Roth p-1b L,_moo._oo__wm‘wdoo
Allen i 5001 Stacherskip5 0 1 3
D Hoftman 3040 1 0 Schutzc 4000
Schueckss 501 1 Impnkp 2000
Mason2d 5000 Hon2p 5010
A Hottman pr0 0 0 0 T.Yocumci#20 0 O
Gallowayd 1000
Totals 42 4 9 4 Totals 43595
BO/ONN e e oereee . 0000 KD (24 91
WViestLaan L002000000-5 91

LOB: Boyertown 10, West Lawn 5. sl
Boyertown, 2B: Roth (B), Trout (8):
Stacherski (WL). HR: J. Yocum (WL). S8:
Hartiing (B). D. Hotfman (B). SF. Hartling
(B).

P H RERBSBSO
Boyertown
Roth g 6 2 2 4 2
Trout, L, 4-1 22 3 v 1 1 1
West Lawn
Impink 6w 3 2 2 2 3
J. Yocum 223 3 0 0 3 w

2

Stacherskl W,1-0 2 2 2 2

HBP: Peftil by Roth, Cipolla by Trout.
WP: Trout, J. Yocum. PB: Schuitz.

T: 3:25. A: 1,000.

seventh on Mitch Schueck’s RBI single. Impink, an 18-
year-old right-hander, allowed three hits and struck
out three over 713 innings.

In the 10th, West Lawn put two on with one out to

‘finish starter Chase Roth, who allowed six hits over 91z

innings. But Trout came on to strike out Yocum and get
Cipolla to ground to second for an inning-ending force.
Trout had earlier extended his hitting streak to 24
games - the longest by a Boyertown player in the 1990s
-with a two-out double in the ninth inning.

“Going into the bottom of the 12th I said we had to
work to get on base and give somebody a chance,” Matz
said. “Well, we ended up getting three guys on and giv-
ing Shane an opportunity, and he came through.”



NON-LEAGUE

1 Richiang 6, Conrad Walser 1 .
Was! Lawn 18, coﬂnuona\'aﬂw 5

Highllghts: Al Owls Field, Travis

yocum (2-for-4, {ive RBIs) and Mike DI-

etrich (3-1or-3, four RBIS) gach tripled

| and scorad (hiee runs for Wesl Lown

joea)

e



| HWest Lawn 19, Conrad Weiser 3:

At Owls Field, Eric Pettit went 3-
'| for-3 with a double, three runs and
! a three-run inside-the-park homer
i to lead West Lawn (16-2, 20-3) to a
l Western Division win over the

Scouts (3-15, 9-24).

Josh Yocum went 3-for4 with a.

jdouble. triple and .three RBIs for
West Lawn. For the Scouts, Joel

Rush was 3-for-3 wnh a double

Rt HE ;7 ~

Conrad walw..‘_..wnzoou 383
West Lawn ......... .054352%x-1913 0

W: Matt Fidler (6-0). L: Brad Brluk 0-4),
2B: Joal Rush {CW), Eric Pattt
Yocum (WL). 3B: Brad Brizek tCW] Tony

Cipolla (WL), Brad Bindar (WL), Josh Yocum
(WL). HR: Eric Pettit (WL).

e

BERKS LEGION

LEADERS

LEAGUE GAMES ONLY. . .
(Unofficial; through Sunday)

DOUBLES: Shane Stacherskl, West

Lawn, 10; Dan Batz, Shillington, 8; Zane |

Kershner, Hamburg, 8; Ryan Negr,
Fleetwood, 8; Joe! Rush, Conrad Wels-
er, 8; Jared Trout, Boyertown, 8; Andre
Folk, Fleetwood, 7; Tim Miller, Shilllng—
ton, 7; Terry Snyder Hamburg, 7; Jeff
Soto, Reading, 7; Jeremy Wunderlich,
Birdsboro, 7; Josh Yocum, Wilson, 7.

TRIPLES: Jarad Lydon, Oley, 5; .
Jason Reinhart, Muhlenberg, 5; Kyle
Hoffman, Oley, 4; Pat Miller, Shilling-
ton, 4; Brandon DeWald, Shillington, 3;
Kyle Faust, Shillington, 3; Larry Fricker,
Kutztown, 3; Tim Heinly, Muhlenberg, _
3; D.J. Hoshauer, Hamburg. 3; Zach
Taylor, Exeter, 3.

HOME RUNS: George Kresslay.
Topton, 8; Bill Keim, Topton, 5; Dan Batz,
Shillington, 4; Dave Demko, Exeter, 4; -
Andre Folk, Flsstwood, 4; D.J. -
Hoshauer, Hamburg, 4; Tom Krick, Ham-
burg, 4; Matt Nye, Muhlenberg, 4; Josh -
Yocum, West Lawn, 4; seven tied with 3.’

" EXTRA-BASEHITS:D.J.
Hoshauer, Hamburg, 13; Jason Rem- -
hart, Muhlenberg, 13; Dan Batz, -
Shillington, 12; Jared Trout, Boyertown
12; Josh Yocum, West Lawn, 12; Tony .

Cipolla, West Lawn, 11; Andre Folk, : - .

Fleetwood, 11; Zane Kershner, Ham-.(,
burg, 11; George Kressley, Topton, 11; :
Pat Miller, Shillington, 11; RyanNegri..
Fleetwood, 11; Shane Stacherski,
West Lawn, 11; JeramyWunderhch
Birdsboro, 11.

PITCHING (mlnlmum five decl- :
sions): Matt Fidler, West Lawn, 5-0,
Matt Nuhfer, Shillington, 5-0; Chasa
Roth, Boyertown, 5-0; Nick Evange-
lista, Hamburg, 5-1; Jared Trout, Boyer-
town, 4-1; Gerry Werner, Birdsboro, 4-
1; Steve Cotellese, Oley, 3-2; Nate
Guers, Muhienberg, 32 -

—




| Lé_h_ngunderlich, Yocum honored

From our news staff
A local trio of recent high
school graduates have received

1999 All-USA high school base- -

ball team recognition. The team
was published in Tuesday’s edi-
tions of USA Today.

Casey Long, Jeremy Wunder-
lich and Josh Yocum were each
named to the Pennsylvania hon-
orable mention team.

. Long, a Gov. Mifflin second
baseman, hit .403 with five home

runs, 29 RBIs and 26 runs. He
helped the Mustangs (22-5) reach
the Berks final and set a school
record for victories.

wunderlich, a Twin Valley
pitcher/shortstop, hit .429 with
seven home runs and 37 RBIs. He
was 7-3 with a 1.22 ERA and had
91 strikeouts in 7423 innings. He
was also named All-Berks Player
of the Year for baseball.

Yocum, a Wilson center field-

er, hit 425 with a team-high 38
runs. He helped the Bulldogs win
the county championship.
Infielder Josh Wilson of
Mount Lebanon (Pittsburgh) was
named Pennsylvania Player of
the Year and earned All-USA
second-team honors.
~ Josh Beckett, a 6-5, 203-pound
pitcher out of Spring, Texas, was
named the country’s Player of the
Year.




By Darryl Grumling
Eagle/!Ttmes

It took Brad Impink about nine
months to realize how much he ap-
preciated baseball.

At the beginning of Leglon sea-
son last year, Impink ~ who at the
time was considered West Lawn’s
top pitcher by coach Tony Matz IIT
-decided to leave the team. ‘

“I felt I needed a break,” said
Impink, who as a senior in 1998
was the ace of Wilson High’s staff.
“I just wanted more free time.”

Gradually, however, Impink
began to miss the game, the com-
petition and the camaraderie.
After not being part of a summer
that saw the Owls reach the Berks
championship, win their first Re-
gion 2 title and host the Pennsylva-
nia State Tournament, he began to
have second thoughts about his de-
cision.

And during his spring break
from the University of Pittsburgh
in Februrary, the 18-year-old Im-
pink re-evaluated how he wanted
to spend this summer, .

“I decided right then that I
wanted to- play again,” Impink
said. “Even if we would have just
had an average team, I would have
still wanted to play again.”

Suffice it to say, the Western Di-
vision-leading Owls (15-2, 19-3) are
far better than an average team.
And, thanks to Impink, their pitch-
ing staff has been shored up even
more. The righty is 2-0 with a 1.64
ERA in 33 innings.

“One way to look at it is that h1s
arm is well-rested,” joked Matz.

Matz, who said he was “devas-
tated” when Impink quit the team
last year, admitted he didn’t exact-
ly welcome him back with open
arms when he found out Impink

was thinking of returning for hls

final season.

“We had communicated via“

email and I was happy to hear he
wanted to come back,” Matz said.
“But I told him we had to talk face-

- to-face before I made a decision. I

wanted fo see it and feel it from
him. When he got home (from col-
lege), he stopped by my house and
we talked, and I knew right then
how badly he wanted to play.”

Englq/‘ﬁmes:GndA.DeShno

After taking a year off from Leglon play, Brad [mpmk is back on
the mound for West Lawn, and has a 1.64 ERA in 33 innings.

Impink, though by his own ad-
mission still a bit rusty, is starting
to show glimpses of his 1998 form.
Against Exeter last week, he
earned the win with 72s shutout in-
nings, and also doubled in the go-
ahead run in the seventh inning.
Against Boyertown Sunday, he got
a no-decision despite throwing 71
innings of three-hit ball in the
Owls’ eventual 12-inning, 54 victo-

ry.

“I didn’t expect to be this effec-
tive already,” Impink said. “I
thought it would take a little

longer, because it’s been almost a
year since I actually pitched from
amound.”

“He doesn’t get in too much

".trouble with walks, and that's been

a big asset for him,” Matz said. “He
seems really locked into the strike
zone. And the last two perfor-
mances, he's really picked up his
game. Hopefully we have enough
time to get him into top form by the
third or fourth week of July.” i

Which would be better late than
never for the Owls’ former - and
perhaps future ace.



NON-LEAGUE

Waest Lawn 11, Bethlghem 7

Highlights: Shane Stachorskl was 2-
far-3 with three RBIs and Brad Binder
drove in three runs 1o lead the Owis (21-

3) to the win.




lWé-s?l;;v';l_lé,-Wyomissing 4:
| At Wyomissing, the Owls (17-2, 22:3)
| scored 10 runs in the second i ;
and cruised to an easy W_’estem Di-
" vision win over Wyomissing @15, 4
' 15) behind the solid pitching of
ioht-hander Kyle Frees. )
| nglfl"reesheldth_eBisonsgose?enh;is
andthreeeamedrunslqemghtm-
nings, and also hurtthem }mththe bat.
He was 2-for4 and drove in a run.
West Lawn’s Tony Cipolla had
| three RBIs and Shane Stacherski
drove in two runs. ’

\

Berks Legion

Eastern Division W LPct GB
y-Shillington Red Sox 17 1 .94 =
EBwenuwn Bears 17 2 895
xeler Blua Jays 10 7 .588 6=
Birdsboro Oricles 8 B .520

Olay Lynx 9 10 .474 8'»
Kutztown Cougars 7 10 .412 9'»
Topton Rams 6 12. 1

333
Flestwood Tigers 4 14 222 18
Pct.

Westem Division W L
West LawnOwls 17 2 .895 -
dingWhite Sox 13 5 722 32
Muhlanberg A's 12 6 .667 4=
Hamburg Hawks 10 9.526 7
Gregg Posl Keys 4 14 222 12'2

Wyomissing Bisons 4 14 .222 12'2
Conrad Weiser Scouts4 15 .211 13

Schuylklll Valley Marlins 2 16

M1 ! 42 |
i y-clinched ptayoff berth "~

et

| Mutlenbarg 20, Schuykl Galley 5
el
) 14, Toplon

| Reading 14, Hamburg 5
Conrad Walsar 22, Gragg Post 8
, Kutziown 11, Oley 10 . |

|

4 RH
‘M e 013205272018 1
| Sch. valiey........032 000 000-5 7 2
. W:Nate Guers (4-2), L: Dan {0-B]
' 2B: Jason Rainhart (M), Cralg r MFE
| Steve Wisa (SV). 38: Jason Reinharl (M). HR:
, Tim Helnly 2 (M), Jason Rainhart (M).

o R H
! West Lawn....0(10)2 220 03 - 18 13
. Wyomiesing...210 00010 -4

B
2
7 4.
W: Kyle Frees (2-1). L: Bruce Angiii (0-5).
28B: Brad Binder [WL), Shane Stacherski
{WL), Brady Kigd (W), Randy Pitts (W), Rob
Fyock (W), 38: Tony Cipolla (WL).
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Berks Legion
Eastern Division - W L Pct GB
y-Shillington Red Sox 18 1 947 =

y-Boyertown Bears 17 2 .895 1
ExolerBlue Jays + 11 7 .611 6
Birdsboro Orioles g 8.520 B
Oley Lynx 10 9 .526 8
Kulziown Cougars 7 10 412 10
Toplon Rams 6 12 .333 112
Fleetwood Tigers 4 14 222 13'»
WesternDivigslon W L Pet GB

xy-Wesl LawnOwis 1B 2 800 -
Kqﬂﬂud‘nu WhrlaSox 13 5§.722 4

uhlenba: 12 6 667 S
Hamburp Bwks 10 10 500 8
Wyomissing Bisons 4 14 222 13
Conrad Welser Scouts 4 15 .211 132
Gregp Posl Keys 4 15 .211 132
Schuylklll Val, Marlins 2 17 .105 15'2
x-clinched division thle
y-clinched playof! berth

Non-league

Wast Lawn 12, Norchester 11

Exeler Fourth of July Tournamant

Exeter 10, Pine Grove 0

Mount Momis (N.J.} 4, Dallastown 2

Dallastown 5, Pine Grove 4

Highlights: Al Wes! Lawn, Josh Yocum
was 4-lor-d, Including & double and & home
run, to lead the Owis (24-3) to the win, Was!
Lawn's Tony Cipolia had two triples and three
hits In all and winning pitcher Brad impink
was 2-for-2 with a home run. ... At Exeter,
three Blue Jays pliichers ~ including winnor
Sankel Kapadla combined for the shutout of

Pine Grove, Exeter improved 1o 15-8,




B West Lawn 21, Sch i
! ; uylkill Val-
le;_: 2: At Leesport, Shane Stacher-
ski went 2-for-2 with five RBIs and
three runs to lead a 16-hit attack

for the Owls (19-2 25-3 '
downed the Pénthers'(2-18. ;'vzg)llilg :

a Western Division game,

Dave Schultz went 2-for-3 wi
three RBIs and a run and'Ils'da't;Vl l*sll} -
dler drove in three runs for West

Lawn. Kyle Frees pitched six

sc_or_eilgs_s innings for the win.

e e o -l
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Berks Legion'

EsstomDivision W L Pt G

" y-Shillington Red Sax 19 1 850 -

Boyeriown Bears 18 2 .800 1
Eimabmoc'rkslss 11 8 .5719 T'm
ExetorBiveJays 11 8.578 7'z
Oley Lynx_* 10 10 500 ©
Kutziown Cougars , - 7 12 .368 11'2
Topton Rams . 7 12 .368 11z
Flostwood Tigers * 4 15 .211 1d'a°
Wostern Division * W L Pct. GB
xy-West Lawn Owis 19 2 .805 -
y-Aeading White Sox 15 5.750 3=

-Muhlenbarg A's 13 7 .650 5z
amburg Hawks 11 10 .524 8

. Wyomlssing Blsons 4 15 ,211- 14 -

- man (0}, HR: dostin

Shillington ..... .432540-151.:.

et Telg
-muwn.....zatms-?

Conrad Welser Scoutsd 16 .200 14'2
Gragg Post © oo 416 200 14'—
Schuyikill Val. Mariins 2.18 100 16%=

||ncne‘g.glayoﬂ berth ;- 2 o s

W m

0|w............m114-1a

W: Matt Nuhfar (7-0). L: Matt Sola (2-3
Dan Weber (S). Brandon Dewald (S},
HM{O.BMWW{O{.S&M
Halland (S)

B
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e
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gogti:
fig
ool
siol
pEfINZ

;-
4,002 000
Birdsboro ...102001 1
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. W: Brad Kepley (2-1).

: Brian Battier (1-5),
2B: Brian Deese (B), Justin Templin (F),
Andre Folk 2 (F), Chad Rightmyer (B),
Charles Warnar (B). HR: Jaremy Wundariich

3(B).BadKopley ®) © "~ -

g oo 50-5 § 5

T iemamsan 011 50—
...... 100 31-7 135

Bmd%i@rnp 1 ressley (T),
Moll (T), Ryan Imschweller (K). arBr:]Jonn
Masiser (.15 Goog Kl (1

Schultz (WL). 38: Frank Ammarell {SV), Mat!
Baissal (SV). HR: Shane Stacherskl (WL),
Dave Schuttz (WL). :




Unofficial, Ieagﬁe gamés only
(Tuesday’s games not Included)

B DOUBLES: Ryan Negrl, Fleet-
wood, 11; Shane Stacherski, West
Lawn, 11; Jeremy Wunderiich, Birds-
boro, 11; Dan Batz, Shillington, 9; Joel
Rush, Conrad Weiser, 9; Zach Taylor,
Exeter, 9; Kyls Faust, Shillington, 8;
Zane Kershner, Hamburg, 8; Jarad
Lydon, Oley, 8; Tim Miller, Shillington,
8; Justin Templin, Fleetwood, 8: Jared.
Trout, Boyertown, 8; John Woram, Ex-
eter, 8; Josh Yocum, West Lawn, 8.

B TRIPLES: Jarad Lydon, Oley, 6;
Jason Reinhart, Muhlenberg, 6; Tony
Cipolla, West Lawn, 5; Zach Taylor,
Exeter, 5; Kyle Hoffman, Oley, 4; Pat
Miller, Shillington, 4; Steve Cotellese,
Oley, 3; Brandon DeWald, Shillington,
3; Kyle Faust, Shillington, 3; Larry
Fricker, Kutztown, 3; Tim Heinly, Muh-
lenberg, 3; D.J. Hoshauer, Hamburg,
3; Jeremy Wunderiich, Birdsboro, 3.

W HOME RUNS: Dave Demko, Ex-
eter, 8; George Kressley, Topton, 8;
Andre " Folk, Fleetwood, 5; D.J.
Hoshauer, Hamburg, 5; Bill Keim, Top-
ton, 5; Tom Krick, Hamburg, 5; Dan

Fleetwood

Batz, Shillington, 4; Brad Binder, West
Lawn, 4; Ryan Negri, Fleetwood, 4;
Matt Nye, Muhlenberg, 4; Jeff Soto,
Reading, 4; Josh Yocum, West Lawn,
4

W EXTRA-BASE HITS: Jason
Reinhart, Muhlenberg, 16; Jeremy
Wunderlich, Birdsboro, 16: Ryan

Oley .

Negri, Fleetwood, 15; Zach Taylor, Ex- “

eter, 15; Tony Cipolla, West Lawn, 1 4;
Dave Demko, Exeter, 14; Kyle Faust,
Shillington, 14; D.J. Hoshauer, Ham-

~ Jarad Lydon

burg, 14; Jarad Lydon, Oley, 14; Josh
Yocum, West Lawn, 14,

B PITCHING: Matt Fidler, West
Lawn, 6-0; Matt Nuhfer, Shillington, 6-
0; Chase Roth, Boyartown, 6-0; Bran-
don DeWald, Shillington, 5-0; Eli
Bonet, Reading, 5-1; Dave Kazmier-
czak, Conrad Weiser, 4-1; Steve Ran-
dolph, Reading, 4-1; Jared Trout, Boy-
ertown, 4-1; Gerry Wemner, Birdsboro,
4-1; Nick Evangelista, Hamburg, 5-2.




NON-LEAGUE
Wos! Lawn 8, Roslyn 4
Highlights: At Owls Field, Eric Shipe
went 2-for-4 with three RBIls, Regan
Carroll was 3-for-4 and scored twice
' and Josh Yocum and Travis Yocum
; each drove in two runs for West Lawn
. (26-3)



- W West Lawn 22, Gregg Post 3:
At George Field, Dave Schultz
went 3-for-3 with five RBIs as the
Owls (20-2, 27-3) trounced the
Keys (4-17, 4-17) in a Western Di-
vision matchup stopped after
seven innings because of the 15
run rule,

The victory gives the Owls the
No. 1 seed for the Berks playoffs,
which begin next week

Schultz singled in two runs in
West Lawn’s six-run third inning
and keyed its five-run fourth with
a three-run home run. Matt Fidler
threw six innings of six-hit ball,
allowing '’ three runs, all un-
earned. He was also 3—for—5 with
two RBIs

Berks Legion

Eastern Divislon W L Pt GB
xy-Boyariown Boars 20 2 809 -
y-Shilinglon RedSex 19 2 0805 o
y-Birdsboro Orioles 13 8 619 6%
. y-ExglerBlue Jays "12 9 571 7
Oley Lynx 11 11 500, ©
Kutztown Coupare 7 14 333 122
Toplon Rams 7 14 .333 122
Flgetwood Tigers . § 15 250 14
Westem Divislon W L Pt GB
xy-Wesl Lawn Owls 20 2 808 -
y-ReadingWniteSox 18 5 .762 3'2
y-MuhlenbergAs - 13 8 .619 62
&Hambum Hawks 12 10 545 8

yomissing Blsons 515 250 14
Conrad Weiser Scouts 4 17 200 152
Gregg Post Keys 4 17 .190 15
1 Schuylkill Val. Marling 2 18 .085 172

x-clinched division tile
y-clinched playoff berth

THURSDAY'S RESULTS
Boysriown 6, Shillingion ¢
Hamburg 7, Schuylkill Valtey 0
Wyomissing 14, Conrad Waisar 5
Olay 20, Exaler 10

Reading 10, Muhlenberg 4
Blrdsboro 24, Topton 6
Figetwood 14, Kutztown 8

Waest Lawn 22, Gregg Post 3

SHILLINGTON BOYERTOWN

aebr hbl abr hbl
TMilleref 402 0 Troutrd 5122
Faust2b 4 0 0 O Hartinec 300 1
Batz 3b 4010 Rothp 3010
Weberc 2000 Loebtb 3100
DeWaldd 3000 Walshef 4110
Holland 1b 4,0 0 O Allen if 3110
PMiller 4 0 1 0 DHoffman 3640 2 0
Nuhferss 3 0 1 0 Schueckss 4 1 2 1
Gombar p 1000Mason2b 3111t
Totals 200 5 0 Tota! 2695
Shillington ....... 000 000000-054 |
Boyertown ...... 020 201 10x-691

E: Walsh, Nuhfer, PMiller, Batz 2. LOB:
Shillington 8, Boyartown 8. DP; Shilling-
ton 1, Boyartown 2. 2B: Troul, Schuack.
SB: Mason. SF: Mason, Hartline,

; mlp H R ER BB SO
Shlllng‘lnn : )
8 9 8 4 2 2

Boyetmnaearl
RothW, 70 9 5 0 0 4 12
WP: Gombar. HPB: by Gombar (Roth),

| by Gombar (Allen). by Roth (Gombar). T:
| 1385, A‘1.277.

" Hamburg ——.—000 100 051 —

—

RH
711
Sch.Valiey._.......000 000 000 -0 2

W: Nick Evangalista (6-2). L Dan ana.n
(0-7). 2B: D.J. Hoshauor 2 (H). 3B: Nick
gelista (H).

H-N-‘I'll

RHE
Wyomlssing......111 47000 -14 93
Conrad Welser —..110 00021 -5157
W: Andy Bausher {2-2). L: Mike Wahl (0-1).
2B; Andy Baushar (W), Randy Pitts (W), Jos!
Goodling (W), Daniel Stoltzius (W), Kevin
Yamall (CW), Staphan Croft (CW). HR: Joal
Rush (CW).
R HE
Oley 410050(10) -20142
Exeter 2001-10122
W: Nate Leck (3-2). L: Mark Stuthat (1-2).
28: Kyle Hofiman (O), Dave Demko (E),
Matt

' Jason Miller (E), John Woram (E). HR:

Soh(O).KyleHdhmn(O).ZﬁTayh(E),

RHE

KUtztown ...e—.010 800 000 — 9 14 6
Fleetwood .........102 324 11x - 14 16 2
W: Justin Templin (2-3). L: Kyle Harden-

" brook (0-3). 2B: Sean Janes (K) 2, Ryan

Negri (F), Andre Folk (F), Matl Folk A, Mika
Mortimer (F). HR: Lamy Frickar (K), Ryan
Negrl (F).

Bt ) s'-e;-:‘-'-.-'hu_‘: “RH
West Lawn .—..._.006 573 1 -22 22
Gregg Post..........021 000 0 -3 7

W: Mal Fidier (7-0). L= Leon Adams (0-1),
2B: Mike Dietrich (WL), Ton édwm (WL).
HR: Brad Impink (WL), Dave Itz (WL).

Snwm




NON-LEAGUE :
Boyarlown 7, Sevem, Md,, 2
own 4, Aockiand, N.Y.3 .
Olay 6, Pine Forge 4 . ,
Waest Lawn B, Rockland, N.Y., 5 (Fr
Highlights: For Boyeriown, Aaron Hoff-
man drove In two runs agalnst Severn Park,
| ... Jarod Trout went 3-for-3 with atwo-run
ome run and Jordan Walsh had the game-
| winning lilth inning RBI double in Boyarlown's
win over Rockland. . . . Jarad Lydon wenl 3- |
for-3 with an ABI, Nale Leck was 2-lor-3 with
a palr ol doubles and Matt Sols was 1-lor-3
with three RBI as Oley (12-13) downed Ping
Forge. ... For West Lawn (28-3), Josh
Yocum had a iwo-run triple and Shane
Stacherskl an ABI doubla 1o braak a 5-5 lia.




.. Berks Legion

Final standings

Eantern Divislon W L Pt GB
xy-Boyariown Baars 20 2 B09 -
y-Shilinglon Red Sox. 20 2 908 =
y-Blrdsboro Orioles 14 8 63 6
y-Exatar Bloe Jays 12 10 545 8-
Oley Lynx 1 11 500 ¢
Toplon Rams 8 14 364 12
Kutziown Cougars 7 15 318 13
Fleatwood Tigers 616 2712 4
Western Division W L Pt GB
xy-Wost Lawn Owls 20 2 909 -
y-ReadingWnteSox 17 § 773, 8
! y-Muhlonberg A's 14 8 638 6
-Hamburg Hawks 1210 545 8
i &mebsIKew 6 17 27 15
Wyomissing Bisons 517 227 15
Conrmd Weiser Scouts 4 18 .182 16
Sdlll‘ﬁk!ll\l‘aﬂlaymrlim 220 .091 18
x-clinched division il
y-clinched playoll barth
SUNDAY'S RESULT i
Flsatwood 11, Wyomissing 1 ¥ A HE
Fleetwood ........103 312 100 - 11 17 1
Wyomissing......000 001 000-1 3-1
W: Ryan Nagri (1-4). L: Justin Hanlay (3-3&.
2B: Ryan Negri (F) 2, Justin Templin (F)

Andre Folk (F). 38: Ryan Nagri (F).

Non-league )
Wast Lawn 12, Rockland County (N.Y.) 3
Boyeriown 4, Rockland County (N.Y) 2
Muhlenbarg §, Southarn Aréa 4
Highlights: At Boyerlown, Nick Allen went

seven innings and gave up two runs, scatler-

Ing seven hits and striking out three for the

win. Jordan Walsh drove in the go-ahaad run

with an RBI double In the sixth inning. ... Al

Owls Fiald, Tony Cipolla went 3-or-3 with

three ABIs, Brad Binder went 2-for-5 with

three runs and three RBIs and Josh Yocum

was 2-for-4 with two RBis for West Lawn (29-

3)..... At Muhlenberp, Tony Morgantl drove

In Kralg Kemp with the go-ahead run in the

sevenin Inning. Brad Kontner pitched two

scorelass innings for his third win of the year.’

Salurdey's game 2
Hamburg 8, Potisville &

Highlights: Tom Krick was 2-for-2 with

thee runs and Zane Kershner picked up the

win with three Innings of shutout ralia! for the
Hawks (15-12).



Berks Legion

Final standihgs

Eastern Division W L Pct. GB
xy-Boyerlown Bears 20 2 809 -
y-Shillington Red Sox20 2 808 -
y-Birdsboro Orloles 14 8 638 6
y-Exoter Blua Jaya 12 10 545 8
Oley Lynx 11 11 500 . 8

Kutziown Cougars 715 .318 13

Topton Rams .- B 14 364 12
| Fleatwood Tigers 616 272 14

Wesiern Division W L Pct. GB
xy-West Lawn Owls 20 * 2 808 -
y-Reading White Sox 17 6 .773' 3
y-Muhle: As 14 B 636 6
y-Hamburg Hawks 12 10 545 8
Grepg Post Keys 5 17 227 15 .
Wyomissing Bisons 5 17-.227 15
Conrad r Scouts 4 18 .182 16
Schuylklll Val. Marling 2 20 .091 18
x-clinched division title B
y-clinched playofi berth

Non-league
Wast Lawn 8, Poltsvile 2 .
Highlights: At Owls Fiald, Brad Binder
wenl 2-lor-4 and scored two runs and Dave
Schuiltz and Andy Hohl each scoted two
runs for the Owis (30-3). - >
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Ryan Negri Tony Cipolla Jarad Ldon,

Fleetwood - . West Lawn Oley

Unofficial, league games only

m DOUBLES: Ryan Negri, Fleetwood, 17; Jeremy
Wunderlich, Birdsboro, 13; Shane Stacherski, West
Lawn, 12; Andre Folk, Fleetwood, 11; Tim Miller,
Shillington, 11; Justin Templin, Fleetwood, 11; Zach Tay-
lor, Exeter, 10; John Woram, Exeter, 10; six tied with 9.

® TRIPLES: Tony Cipolla, West Lawn, 6; Jarad
Lydon, Oley, 6; Jason Reinhart, Muhlenberg, 6; Kyle
Hoffman, Oley, 5; Zach Taylor, Exeter, 5; Mike Gillis,
Gregg Post, 4; Pat Miller, Shillington, 4; Jeremy Wun-
.derlich, Birdsboro, 4; eight tied with 3. -

= HOME RUNS: George Kressley, Topton, 11;
Dave Demko, Exeter, 9; Jeremy Wunderlich, Birds-
boro, 7; D.J. Hoshauer, Hamburg, 6; Tommy Krick,
Hamburg, 6; Ryan Negri, Fleetwood, 6; Jeff Soto,

FINAL BERKS LEGION LEADERS

orge Kressley Matt Nuhfer
Topton. =~ Shillington :

Hamburg, 6; Andre Folk, Fleetwood, 5; Bill Keim, Top-
ton, 5; seven tied with 4. K

B EXTRA-BASE HITS: Ryan Negri, Fleetwood, 24;
Jeremy Wunderlich, Birdsboro, 24; Jason Reinhart,
Muhlenberg, 18; Dave Demko, Exeter, 17; D.J.
Hoshauer, Hamburg, 17; George Kressley, Topton, 17;
Zach Taylor, Exeter, 17; Tony Cipolla, West Lawn, 16;
Andre Folk, Fleetwood, 16; Jeff Soto, Reading, 16;
Kyle Faust, Shillington, 15; Jarad Lydon, Oley, 15.

B PITCHING (min. six decisions): Matt Fidler,
West Lawn, 7-0; Matt Nuhfer, Shillington, 7-0; Chase
Roth, Boyertown, 7-0; Eli Bonet, Reading, 6-1; Steve
Randolph, Reading, 5-1; Jared Trout, Boyertown, 5-1;
Gerry Werner, Birdsboro, 5-1; Nick Evangelista, Ham-
burg, 5-2; Dave Demko, Exeter, 4-2, :

e ————— e o
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Casey Long, Rider

BASEBALL COLLEGE BOU

H High school: Gov. Mifflin.

H Honors: Two-time All-Berks se-
lection in high school; two-time Berks
County Carpenter Cup selection.

H Profile: Long, a 6-1, 190-pound

. second baseman, hit .453 with 30

RBls in helping the Mustangs to a
school-record 22-5 season that saw
them win the Berks | title, advance to
the county championship game and
reach the District 3-AAA semiifinals.
Rider lost seven players to gradua-
tion and one junior to the profession-
al ranks from its 1999 team, which
placed second in the Metro Atlantic
Athletic Conference South Division.
H Quotable: “Casey is big,
strong and very athletic,” 29th-year
Rider coach Sonny Pittaro said. “He
runs well and hits for power, and
comes from a good, competitive
program. We think he can develop
into a pretty good collegiate player”

Josh Yocum, Drexel

M High school: Wilson

W Honors: Two-time All-Berks se-
lection; two-time Berks County Car-
penter Cup selection.

M Profile: Yocum, a lefty-hitting
power hitter and defensive stalwart
in center field, hit .425 with a team-
high 38 runs for the Bulldogs (19-5),
who won their first Berks champi-
onship since 1977.. .

H Quotable: “Josh can do a lot of

' " things for you,” Wilson coach Jeff

e e = o B R PPy At B ¥4, - s = ¢ b e

e o TR

Evans said. “Sometimes his defense

gets overshadowed by his offense,
but he's a real smart player and a

great all-around talent. He's got real

quick hands and he can hit the ball

‘out of the park with anybody”

Luke Bricker, Moravian

H Profile: A lefty-hitting first
baseman, Binder hit .403 with 34
runs and 28 RBIs for the Berks
champion Bulldogs (19-5).

M Quotable: “Playing in the
PSAC is really good Division Il base-
ball, and | think Brad's the kind of kid
that can make an impact and con-
tribute right away,” Wilson coach Jeff
Evans said. “He's really disciplined at
the plate, and he's developed into a
pure hitter who's not afraid to go the
other way”

Jeremy <.<:=am~=o?
Morris Junior College

8 High school: Twin Valley.

W Honors: Two-time All-Berks
pick; Eagle/Times player of the year.

B Profile: The lefty-swining Wun-
derlich hit’.429 with seven homers
and 37 RBIs for the Raiders, who
qualified for the PIAA Tournament for
the first time. On the mound, the
right-hander went 7-3 with a 1.33
ERA and 91 strikeouts in 7423 in-
nings.

B Quotable: “Jeremy is the kind
of player,” said Twin Valley coach
Larry Bare, “who you just give him
the ball and let him go out there and
do his thing” ’

Jason _<==m._.. Bloomsburg

B High school: Antietam.

H Profile: Miller, a shortstop/
pitcher and all-division selection, hit
a team-high .432 with three homers,
four triples and four doubles for the
Mounts. On the mound, he earned
two of Antietam's four victories and
held opponents to a .190 batting av-
erage.

A.J. Bohn, Alvernia

E High school: Kutztown.

M Honors: All-Berks and Carpen-
ter Cup pick. -

M Profile: Bricker, a shortstop, hit
478 with 27 runs and 14 stolen
bases for the Cougars, who won the
Berks |l title and advanced to the
District 3-AA semifinals. He provided
solid leadership on a team with only
three seniors and delivered plenty of
clutch hits — including extra-inning
game-winners in a Berks quarterfinal
victory Muhlenberg and District 3-AA
first-round win over Hershey.

Jordan Hartline, Ursinus

M High school: Boyertown.

B Honors: Two-time Carpenter
Cup selection; All-Berks selection as
a junior.

M Profile: The 5-10, 145-pound
catcher hit .311 with 13 runs and
seven stolen bases for the Bears (15-
6) this season. As a junior, he hit .459
and threw out 18-of-25 runners. He is
projected either at infield or catcher
for Ursinus, which qualified for NCAA
Division Hll national regionals.

M Quotable: “Jordan’s got very
good catching tools, and he's gone
through one of the best Legion and
high school programs -around;” Ursi-
nus coach Brian Thomas said.
“We're happy to have him.”

Brad Binder, Millersville

H High school: Wilson.
= Io:o_.w." All-Berks selection.
v A

W High school: Boyertown.

B Honors: Ali-Berks pick; Car-
penter Cup selection.

E Profile: Bohn, an outfielder and
leadoff man for the Bears (15-6), hit
.393 with 22 runs and 14 stolen
bases. )

Shane Stacherski, Alvernia

H High schootl: Wilson.

H Profile: Stacherski, a right
fielder, hit .389 with one homer, 21
RBls and 20 runs for the Berks
champion Bulldogs. He also com-
piled a 2-2 record on the mound.

Kyan Schiavo, Alvernia

H High school: Oley Valley

H Profile: Schiavo, an all-divi-
sion outfielder, hit .455 and com-
piled a 1-2 pitching record for the
Lynx (7-10).

Jeff Soto, Alvernia .

H High school: Reading High.

H Profile: Soto, a pitcher/outfield-
er, hit .364 with six homers and 21
RBIs for the Red Knights. On the
mound, he was 2-1 in league play.

Lyle Loeb, Alvernia

H High school: Boyertown.

B Profile: Loeb, an outfielder/DH
during scholastic season and first
baseman for Boyertown's Legion
team, hit .361 for the Bears during

the Legion regular season.
A
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g <<_._mz Today through Tuesday.

W WHERE: Sites of the better seeds today and Friday, then all
games from Saturday on will be played at West Lawn’s Owils Fieid.

B WHO’S COMPETING: Western Division champion West Lawn,
Eastern Division champion Boyertown, East runner-up Shillington,
West runner-up Reading, East third-place Birdsboro, West third-place
Muhlenberg, at-large Hamburg, at-large Exeter.

B TONIGHT'S OPENERS: Muhlenberg at Shillington, 5 p.m.; Ex-
eter at West Lawn, 7:05; Birdsboro at Reading, 7: om Iva:B at mo<-
ertown, 7:05.

B AT STAKE: The winner advances 8 50 vm::m<_<m:_m Region 2
Tournament at West Lawn July 27-31. Should the Owls win the Berks
championship, the runner-up would advance to regionals.

B HOT STOVERS AWARDS: In each of the four first-round games,
the Reading Hot Stovers will present MVP awards to a. player :,03
each team.

M LAST YEAR: Boyertown defeated West Lawn 18-1 at Bear m»m&-
um to win its 24th Berks crown.

WEST LAWN OWLS

H Coach: Tony Matz lil, 13th season, 382-157.

‘M Record: 30-3.

W Top hitters: 1B Brad Binder (.551, 4 HRs, 45 RBIs), SS ._.o:< O__uo__m
(.495, 61 runs, 41 RBIs), CF Josh Yocum (.427, 6 HRs, 39 RBIs), RF
Shane Stacherski (.411, 41 RBIs), OF Eric Pettit (.402).

B Top pitchers: Righties Mike Schaeffer (6-0, 1.31), Matt Fidler (7-0,
4.15), Brad Impink (4-0, 2.74) and Jon Rudisill (2-1, 4.15).

.l Notable: Won second straight West title with 20-2 league mark.
Have won four Berks championships, the last coming in 1991. Also
reached final of double-elimination format in 1989, 1992, 1996 and 1998.

BOYERTOWN BEARS

H Coach: Rick Moatz, 12th season, 565-140.

N Record: 31-10.

B Top hitters: RF Jared Trout (.421, 6 HRs, 42'RBls, 31 SB, 54 runs}), C
Jordan Hartline (.365, 25 RBIs, 35 runs), 1B Lyle Loeb (.351, 22 mm_m mm
runs), SS Mitch Schueck (.333, 26 runs).

H Top pitchers: Righties Chase Roth (8-0, 1.01; 104 K's in 80. d IP),
Jared Trout (8-1, 2.64), Jon Eidie (2-2) and Nick Allen (4-2, 3.06).

H Notable: Have won 24 league titles, 18 in last 24 years. 140-44
alitime Berks playoff record. Record 34th straight county u_m<oa ap-
pearance. ... Have stolen Em vwmmw

SHILLINGTON RED SOX

B Coach: Bob Houck, seventh season, 248-69.

H Record: 24-3.

H Top hitters: 3B Dan Batz (.489, 4 HRs, 36 RBIs), RF Brandon De-
Wald (.436), 18 Justin Holland (.385, 5 HRs), C Dan Weber (.382).

B Top pitchers: Righties Matt Nuhfer (7-0, 2.94), Tim Gombar (2-2,
2.42); lefties Brandon DeWald (5-0, 3.74) and Steve Gebhart (4-0).

B Notable: Had reached league championship game in each of Houck’s
first five years before losing 6-0 to West Lawn in Game 14 last year. ...
Won Berks titles in 1966, 1967, 1974 and 1996. ... Went 20-2 in East, but
lost tiebreaker to Boyertown since both losses were to Bears.

READING WHITE SOX

B Coach: Chad Denunzio, first season, 17-6.

H Record: 17-6.

H Top hitters: IF Jeff Soto (.404, 7 HRs, 28 RBIs), C Steve mm:ao_v_._
(.444, 26 RBIs), 2B Brian Miller (.383, 25 runs), SS Matt Redcay (.367, 35
runs, 14 SB), OF Jim Kelly (.366), RF Daryl Miller (29 RBIs).

H Top pitchers: Righties Eli Bonet (6-1), Jeff Soto (3-2) and Steve Ran-
dolph (5-1).

H Notable: Won final 12 league games in eaming first playoff berth

since 1994. ... 17 wins are most since going 20-6 in 1992, when Denun-
zio started at first base. ... Reached championship game in 1990 before
losing to Boyertown.

BIRDSBORO ORIOLES

B Coach: Chris Drowne, first season, 19-13.

B Record: 19-13.

H Top hitters: 3B Jeremy Wunderlich (.500, 7 HRs, 40 RBls), SS Brad
Kepley (.402, 40 runs), 1B Jon Runkle (.382), IF Gerry Werner (.376).

8 Top pitchers: Righties Jeremy Wunderlich (3-3), Gerry Wemner (7-1)
and Brad Kepley (2-1); lefty Jon Runkle (4-2).

H Notable: Making fourth straight playoff appearance and sixth in
1990s. ... Won lone Berks titie in 1897; reached final in 1991, losing to
West Lawn. ... Won last five league games by a margin of 83-22.

MUHLENBERG A’S

B Coach: Dick Gochnauer, 30th season, 560-373.

E Record: 18-9.

B Top hitters: CF Jason Reinhart (.420, 4 HRs, 24 RBls), SS Kraig
Kemp (.372), C Joe Faller (.342, 25 RBIs), 1B Nate Guers (.318, 25 RBls).

E Top pitchers: Lefty Nate Guers (4-3, 3.58); righties Matt Nye (4-2,
3. mov and Brian Kantner (3-1, 2.95).

B Notable: Making 13th straight Berks playoff mvvmmnw:om ... Won
league title in 1980; lost in final in 1977, 1978 and 1979,

HAMBURG HAWKS

@ Coach: Jeff Seidel, fifth season, 80-62.

B Record: 15-12. , y

H Top hitters: C D.J. Hoshauer (.465, 6 HRs, 34 RBIs), LF Tommy Krick
(.543, 6 HRs, 23 RBis), RF Zane Kershner (.410, 24 RBIs), 2B Terry Sny-
der (.435, 34 runs).

A Top pltchers: Righties z_ox Evangelista (6-2, 4.53), Zane Kershner
(2-4) and Seth Gressley (2-2).

H Notable: Won Berks titles in 1963 and 1993,
playoff appearance and seventh in 1990s.

EXETER BLUE JAYS

B Coach: Dan Resh, third season, 59-45.

H Record: 17-14.

H Top hitters: 3B Zach Taylor (.479), SS Jason Miller (.446, 35 RBIs),
1B John Woram (.438, 4 HRs), RF Matt Burkhart (.404), LF Dave Demko
(.376, 9 HRs).

B Top pitchers: Righties Dave Demko (5-2), Matt Burkhart (2-2) and
Mark Stufflet (2-2).

W Notable: Making sixth straight playoff appearance, but have never
won Berks title. ... Have advanced to fourth day in three of last four years.

... Have been No. 8 seeds four of last five years.
— Compiled by Darryl Grumling

.. Third straight county
... Team batting average is .349.

Big Thre~ are

B Boyertown, Shillington
and West Lawn have
combined for eight Berks
Legion League titles and
16 title-game appearances
in the last 10 years. There
is no reason to suspect
that will change this year.

By Darryl Grumling
Eagle/ Times

Ten years ago, the Berks Legion
League changed its playoff format
to a double- m:BSwEoz tourna-
ment.

For much of this decade,
though, the county nrmEEo:mnE
has remained vmmn.om mz.wm so to
speak.

Over the last 10 seasons, Boyer-
town, Shillington and West Lawn
have combined for eight Berks ti-
tles and 16 championship-game
appearances. In the last five years,
four of the championships have
been contested by a combination
of those three teams.

Only 1997 champion and 1991
runner-up Birdsboro, 1993 champ
Hamburg and 1990 runner-up Arti-
san have been able to break the
three-team mﬁnmuﬂmuoa this
decade.

And when this season's county
championship takes place either -
Monday or Tuesday at Owls Field,
it would have to be considered an
upset if the contest doesn’t involve
two of the three local powers.

The Western Division champion
Owls (30-3), Eastern champion
Bears (31-10) and Eastern runner-
up Red Sox (24-3) finished with 20-
2 league records in earning the top
three seeds for the playoffs, which
begin today at the sites of the vmn.
ter seeds.

“All three teams epitomize ex-
cellent programs from the bottom
to the top,” Shillington coach Bob
Houck said. “That has a lot to do
with it.”

“I guess it’s a combination of the
kids and the three organizations
which run them,” echoed West
Lawn coach Tony Matz III. “Those
three programs are about as com-
mitted as they come in Berks
County.

That kind of commitment can be
traced back three decades at Boy-
ertown, which through the years
has demonstrated that the best
way to prepare for the rigors of
postseason tournament play is to
build a deep pitching staff, empha-
size fundamentally sound play and :
seek an active regular season
schedule against as many oppo-
nents as possible.

No one can-argue with the suc-
cess the Bears have enjoyed over
that span. Boyertown, which rout-
ed West Lawn 18-1 in last year’s
final, has won six county titles
since the league went to the dou-
ble-elimination format, 18 in the
last 24 years and 24 overall Berks
crowns.

Matz, who took over at West
Lawn in 1987, and Bob Houck, who
became Shillington coach in 1993

FACTS, m_mcwmm

...-.r.m first .oosv_@ of cm..w-.m.. we
the more you knew you'd be

after a highly successful Junior!
gion coaching career at Boy
town, have followed suit. Not s
prisingly, their squads have mc
often than not been battling {
Bears — and each other - for Be;
bragging rights.

“It’s kind of flattering,” Boy:
town coach Rick Moatz said. “E
at the same time it forces us to
back to work even harder and Ic
for new ways we can get better.”

West Lawn, which won the 1¢
title, has been to the cham
onship game four other tim
since 1989.

“The first couple of years, y
knew that the longer you cou
play baseball and play Boyertov
the more you knew you’d be s
cessful,” said Matz, whose te:
won the 1991 Berks title and [
played for the championship fc
other times. “In recent years
seems like we're doing a better j
of keeping up with them, and n.
that’s something we can do year
and year out.’

Shillington has also sho
signs of developing that kind
prolonged consistency. Urp
being shut out of the title pictz
last summer (by a Game 14 loss
West Lawn), the Red Sox h
made five straight title-game :
pearances, winning the cham
onship in 1996.

The seemingly annual prese:
of the Big 3 doesn't bode well
the championship hopes of the
maining five teams - Reading !
6), Birdsboro (19-13), Muhlent
(18-9), Hamburg (15-12) and Exe
(17-14). But the White Sox, who v
their final 12 league games,

1998: Boyertown = PASTC
1997: Birdsboro 1980: 4m3v.o
1996: Shillington 1979: Boyertown
1995: Boyertown 1978: Boyertown
1994: Boyertown 1977: Boyertown
1893: Hamburg 1976: Boyertown
1992: Boyertown 1975: Boyertown
1991: West Lawn 1974: Shillington
1990: Boyertown 1973: Gregg Post
1989: Boyertown 1972: Boyertown
1988: Boyertown 1971: Boyertown
1987: Boyertown 1970: Boyertown
1986: Oley 1969: Boyertown
1985: Boyertown 1968: Morgantown
1984: Boyertown 1967: Shillington

1983: Boyertown
1982: Boyeriown
1981: Boyertown

1966:; Shillington
1965: Gregdg Post
1964: Gregg Post

AMPS 1946: Gregg Pc
1963: Hamburg 1945: Gregg Pc
1962: West Lawn 1844: Gregg Pc
1961: West Lawn 1943: Gregg Pt
1960: West Lawn 1942: No seas¢
1959: Boyertown 1941: Gregg Pt
1958: Boyertown 1940: Gregg P
1957: Leesport 1939: Gregg P
1956: Leesport 1938: Gregg P
1955: Gregg Post 1937: Gregg P
1954: Gregg Post 1936: Gregg P
1953: Leesport 1935: Gregg P
1952: Gregg Post | 1934: Gregg P
1951: Gregg Post 1933: Gregg P
1950: Gregg Post 1932: Gregg P
1949: Gregg Post 1931: Gregg P
1948: Gregg Post 1930: Gregg P
1947; Gregg Post
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Big Three

B Boyertown, Shillington
and West Lawn have
combined for eight Berks
Legion League titles and
16 title-game appearances
in the last 10 years. There
is no reason to suspect
that will change this year.

By Darryl Grumling
Eagle/Times

Ten years ago, the Berks Legion
League changed its playoff format
to a double-elimination tourna-
ment.

For much of this decade,
though, the county championship
has remained best-of-three, so to
speak. )

Over the last 10 seasons, Boyer-
town, Shillington and West Lawn
have combined for eight Berks ti-
tles and 16 championship-game
appearances. In the last five years,
four of the championships have
been contested by a combination
of those three teams.

Only 1997 champion and 1991
runner-up Birdsboro, 1993 champ
Hamburg and 1990 runner-up Arti-
san have been able to break the
three-team stranglehold this
decade.

And when this season’s county
championship takes place either
Monday or Tuesday at Owls Field,
it would have to be considered an
upset if the contest doesn’t involve
two of the three local powers.

The Western Division champion
Owls (30-3), Eastern champion
Bears (31-10) and Eastern runner-
up Red Sox (24-3) finished with 20-
2 league records in earning the top
three seeds for the playoffs, which
begin today at the sites of the bet-
ter seeds.

“All three teams epitomize ex-
cellent programs from the bottom
to the top,” Shillington coach Bob
Houck said. “That has a lot to do
with it.”

“I guess it’s a combination of the
kids and the three organizations
which run them,” echoed West
Lawn coach Tony Matz IT1. “Those
three programs are about as com-
mitted as they come in Berks
County.”

That kind of commitment can be
traced back three decades at Boy-
ertown, which through the years
has demonstrated that the best
way to prepare for the rigors of
postseason tournament play is to
build a deep pitching staff, empha-
size fundamentally sound play and
seek an active regular season
schedule against as many oppo-
nents as possible.

No one can argue with the suc-
cess the Bears have enjoyed over
that span. Boyertown, which rout-
ed West Lawn 18-1 in last year’s
final, has won six county titles
since the league went to the dou-
ble-elimination format, 18 in the
last 24 years and 24 overall Berks
crowns.

Matz, who took over at West
Lawn in 1987, and Bob Houck, who
became Shillington coach in 1993
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- “The first couple of years, you knew that the longer yvou could play baseball and play Boyertown,
the more you knew you’d be successful,” West Lawn coach Tony Matz (23).

after a highly successful Junior Le-
gion coaching career at Boyer-
town, have followed suit. Not sur-
prisingly, their squads have more
often than not been battling the
Bears - and each other - for Berks
bragging rights. ’

“It’s kKind of flattering,” Boyer-
town coach Rick Moatz said. “But
at the same time it forces us to get
back to work even harder and look
for new ways we can get better.”

West Lawn, which won the 1991
title, has been to the champi-
onship game four other times
since 1989.

“The first couple of years, you
knew that the longer you could
play baseball and play Boyertown,
the more you knew you’d be suc-
cessful,” said Matz, whose team
won the 1991 Berks title and has
played for the championship four
other times. “In recent years it
seems like we’re doing a better job
of keeping up with them, and now
that’s something we can do year in
and year out.”

Shillington has also shown
signs of developing that kind of
prolonged consistency. Until
being shut out of the title picture
last summer (by a Game 14 loss to
West Lawn), the Red Sox had
made five straight title-game ap-
pearances, winning the champi-
onship in 1996.

The seemingly annual presence
of the Big 3 doesn't bode well for
the championship hopes of the re-
maining five teams - Reading (17-
6), Birdsboro (19-13), Muhlenberg
(18-9), Hamburg (15-12) and Exeter
(17-14). But the White Sox, who won
their final 12 league games, and

1998: Boyertown
1997: Birdsboro
1996: Shillington
1995: Boyertown
1994: Boyertown
1993: Hamburg
1992: Boyertown
1991: West Lawn
1990: Boyertown
1989: Boyertown
1988: Boyertown
1987: Boyertown
1986: Oley

1985: Boyertown
1984: Boyeriown
1983: Boyertown
1982: Boyertown
1881: Boyertown

W\ o

-
v

1980: Temple
1979: Boyertown
1978: Boyertown
1977: Boyertown
1976: Boyertown
1975: Boyertown
1974: Shillington
1973: Gregg Post
1972: Boyertown
1971: Boyertown
1970: Boyertown
1969: Boyertown
1968: Morgantown
1967: Shillington
1966: Shillington
1965: Gregg Post

1964: Gregg Post

. .l PASTCHAMPS "

1963: Hamburg
1962: West Lawn
1961: West Lawn
1960: West Lawn
1959: Boyertown
1958: Boyertown
1957: Leesport
1956: Leesport
1955: Gregg Post
1954: Gregg Post
1953: Leesport
1852: Gregg Post
1851: Gregg Post
1950: Gregg Post
1949: Gregg Post
1948: Gregg Post
1947: Gregg Post

1946: Gregg Post
1945: Gregg Post
1944: Gregg Post
1943: Gregg Post
1842: No season

1941: Gregg Post
1940: Gregg Post
1839: Gregg Post
1938: Gregg Post
1937: Gregg Post
1936: Gregg Post
1935: Gregg Post
1934: Gregg Post
1933: Gregg Post
1932: Gregg Post
1931: Gregg Post
1930: Gregg Post
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“It forces us to-get back to work even harder and look for new
ways we can get better,” Boyertown coach Rick Moatz, on the
rivalries developed over the years with West Lawn and Shillington.

the Orioles, with standout pitcher
Jeremy Wunderlich and a recently
hot lineup, could make things in-
teresting.

“The playoffs ought to be pretty
competitive,” Houck said. “Read-
ing is really hot right now, Birds-
boro is starting to play well and

FIRST ROUND

West Lawn 7, Exeter 3
Shiliington 18, Muhlenberg 2
Hamburg 8, Kutztown 1
Boyertown 9, Birdsboro 4

WINNERS BRACKET
Boyertown 8, West Lawn &
Hamburg 12, Shillington 10

LOSERS BRACKET
Birdsboro 13, Exeter 10
(Exeter eliminated)

{1398 PLAYOFFS

Kutztown 5, Muhlenberg 4 (10)
{Muhlenberg eliminated)

LOSERS BRACKET SEMIS

Shiliington 8, Birdsboro 5
(Birdsboro eliminated)

West Lawn 10, KuZtown 3
(Kutztown eliminated)

WINNERS BRACKET FINAL
Boyertown 12, Hamburg 4

Muhlenberg is always tough. So
the potential is there for somebody
else to make it to the champi-
onship.”

The probability remains, how-
ever, that a couple of familiar foes
will be once again fighting it out in
the final. )

SEMIFINALS

West Lawn 18, Hamburg 3
(Hamburg sliminated)

Shilington 13, Boyertown &

FINAL ROUND
West Lawn 6, Shillington 0
(Shillington eliminated)

CHAMPIONSHIP
Boyertown 18, West Lawn 1

Pick a winner tonight.

cre teams to boat
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LEGION
PLAYOFFS

THURSDAY

B Muhlenberg 4,
Shillington 3

- M West Lawn 23,

Exeter 8

W Birdsboro 19,
Reading 3

B Boyertown 9,
Hamburg 5

TODAY

W West Lawn vs.
Birdsboro, 7:05
p.m., Owls Field

B Muhlenberg vs.
Boyertown, 7 p.m.,
Bear Stadium

W Exeter vs.
Reading, 7 p.m.,
George Field

W Hamburg vs.
Shillington, 5 p.m.,

at Shillington

HEWest Lawn 23, Exeter 8: Atuw..
Field, Brad Binder went 3-for4
with four runs and seven RBIs as
West Lawn overpowered the Eagles
with an 18-hit attack, including
nine for extra bases.

The top-seeded Owls 31-3), the
Western Division champs, will meet
Birdsboro in a winner’s bracket
semifinal at Owls Field tonight at
7:05. Eighth-seeded Exeter (17-15)
will play Reading in an elimination
game at George Field.

| Binder, whose two-run homer

| highlighted the Owls’ six-run first,
was named Reading Hot Stovers
game MVP for West Lawn.

West Lawn scored six more in the
third and winning pitcher Mike Scha-
effer pitched four innings of three-hit
ball as the Owls led 13-2 after four.

Exeter scored six runs in the fifth
off reliever Kyle Frees before Matt Fi-
dler struck out two and induced a
groundout to end the inning. Fidler
went the final four innings for the save.

Josh Yocum's two-run double in -
West Lawn’s three-run seventh ended
the game via the 15run rule. Yocum
finished 2-for<4 with five RBIs. Regan
Carroll and Shane Stacherski each
had three hits for the Owls. ;

Mark Stufflet went 3-for4 with two

runs and was named Exeter’s MVP.

<,
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West Lawn starter Mike Schaeffer delivers a pitch during the Owls’ 23-8 win over Exeter

HIH Boyerown ......... - D17 10 22-983 West Lawn
Muhlenbery 4, Shillington 3 E. Hoshaver, Grasaioy Sctonck. D hottamy 2 | Soheeie W70 ¢ 3 2 2 & s
MUH. ENBERG SHILLINGTON LOB: Hamourg 8. Bovenown & DP. B .| Frees 0 6 6 6 10
o r Kb abrhbi | 25 S7yoer Kick 2, Trouw HA D Holtman, S8 | FiderS.s 3 0 0 00 2
Remtand 4111 TMlerd 4110 | SO0 T2 Hatne Rom. D Holman CS: | HBP. by Kapadee (Pettt) by Rochows (Pet)
el jil Mason, SH: Harting SF: Walsh, Mason, WP Schaeher, Frees. Kapade. Stthet
BriKannr3 4 02 2 Foust2d & 010 P H R ER BE SO 4 "
Nyep 4000Bagss &0 11 Birdsboro 18, Reading 3
Kempss 402 0Wee3 30gp [ fPemwm an
GuesTo €010 Sanerdy 1100 [ ~wesel i 6 5 5| prossoro READING
Falier ¢ ¢ 110 Sweiganc 3000 b 000 20 abr hbl abr hbi
Hemyd 42 2 0 DeWaldd 201 p | Bovertown > :
Bentey! 2 010 Holandtd 3111 | Toul 2 3 2 2 2 2| Keeyss 51271 Kelyt  £110
; " Alien W, 5-2 7 5 3 1 1 4 GWemer3d 52 1 0 Promuticop 00 0 0
Razi i C 00 0 Nunerp 4011 W
BraKanmrp 000G PMiel 3010 | WP Ewewmess Too HP by Evagsise (Wash aboerth 0 0 0 0 Reccayss 4 12 1
Paiangio2» 3 0 1 0 Galoway). by o (Kessnoer, Snagpell. by Ale | Wunoerkchp 5 3 3 3 Sood 3011
Toals WA 3 Totals 31373 | (Seepel; P2 Hosaue Baks Evanpien 3 T.245 mmﬁmw m ¢ w w ﬁ%wﬁ m i M __u
Mutlenbery ......... 000 010 300-4110 West Lawn 23, Exeter 8 (7) Rigmmyer2h £ 2 1 1 BMiler2 2 0 0 0
Shillington ......... . D00 O22 001-~3 71 Colon H 533 3 Penaph 1000
E-Ba= LOZ Munlennerp €, Sninzion 6,07 M- | EXETER WEST LAWN Schaefierp 0 0 0 D DMilerd 30 1 0
lesdern 1, Shiington 1, S8: Resnan, gr hbl erhpl | Snustackd 4 120 JorBaezph 100G
t2nc, DeWaid, CS' Ken: S Berey 2 Paangia 3110Camid sé¢3p | DEsserd 2122Boietp 2000
P H 3100 Pettndt 24021 Evemaric 4 1 3 2 lesagonizp0 0 0 O
Muhlenserg $121Bnoertb ec57 | Deesec  2000Maskt 2010
N W, 52 8 7 3 a7 4112¥cumd 4025 CWemerd 3122 JonBaec3 3000
Heinly 0 0 o 20 3212 Coolass 4211 Campiganict 1 0 1 0 Ashib 3100
SeparmerS1 % 0 0 0 0 O | sufierc 4230 Smoeskk ¢33 | B SWRTToms 2363
Shillington Gudac 1011 Sonure 633 p | Birdshoro ......100 ..40(11)012-1923 2
T s a4V S| Buann 200 Oloni2p 2212 | REMNS.......200 .00 00036 2
R Kapadap 10 0 C Schaeherp 3124 £: CWeme: Runi, Kelly, Masior. 0P Reading
Boyertown 8, Hamburg 5 Knaboc 20 0CFreesp 0000 | 1103 Brasoorn?, Reasng 2,22 Coon 2. Aum:
Rochowiczp 0 0 0 O Fidierp 1000 le. Dressier, Reocay, 32 Funkie, HR Wunoemsh
HAMBURG BOYERTOWN Hesslerss 00 00 S8 Aeacay 2, Ash Feghomyer S5 Sote. Hanos-
- PR i BBSEToms  B/AIBA | g Bty C Weme: S Kensy
Smper2h 53¢ 0Toustp 4330 | X020 060 0-B 50 P H R ER BB SO
Evangelstap 5 0 1 0 Harinec 3 0 01 | Westtawm.......... 16 007 3-23180 Birdsboro Orioles
Hosnaverc 4 1 1 2 Rotiib 3 000 | LOB Exster 5 West Lawn € 28 Camoll Hob, | Wedesen(We3) 5§ 5 3 2 0 ¢
Krek 5021 Washd 3011 | SulielJYocum 2 Cooiie. Defengene:. Stazner. | G Wemer ¢ 2 00 0 3
Kerstnerd 3 0 0 C Alen 4000 | sk2 35 Senaeher, Demso Tayir HA Bnger, | Colon o000 00
Hamsoncf 4 0 C 0 DHotmn3y 4 2°1 1 | Wommm S8 Demko Yocum Fenr Rnder Camol | Schaeter 100 0 0N
Snappel!sb 2 0 0 O Galowayd 3 0 1 0 | Hohl 57 Binder Yocum Reading White Sar
Gressleyss 4 0 0 0 A Hotmanprd 1 0 0 P H RER BB SO Bonet (L.7-2) S w7 7 0 1
Femert3s 3 1 0 0 Edielt 0000 | Exeter Lesagonz W 9 9 8 10
Hamanp 0 0 0 0 Schueckss 4220 | Kapadal 23 25 7 10 10 3 0 | Ash Y 0 1 0 2 2
Masn2 2112 | Sutie 2% 4 3 3 2 1 | Promuco 2 4 3.3 21
Totals X586 3 Tomls 09285 | Demko ] 4 3 3 2 1 | Boneltaced thee batters in the fim WP Wundar-
Hamburg .............1%0 200 001-582 Rochowizz 2 3 3 3 0 0| L Bonet AshT:2:56 A 300,




:

- Zipolla, West Law:  throw aside Bird sboro

. H Tony Cipolla tosses seven 102 against their last six.
; Tk ) “I know I'm only going to get six
w LEGION PLAYOFFS strong Innings in a rare start seven innings now and then,” Cipoll
S : ; and West Lawn takes control said, “so I just try to go out there with

early in mmﬂ-b&bm. to tonight’s bulldog kind of attitude.”

“Tony knows how to and perform i
. Berks Legion winners bracket  thiskind of setting,” Matz said. “I wasn

final against Boyertown. worried at all about how he would d«
He probably has the best changeup ¢

By Darryl Grumling " any of our pitchers.”, .

Eagle/Times ' What made it easier for Cipolla wa

Tony Cipolla is better known for the the four-run first the Owls put u
throwing he does in the fall as quarter- against Birdsboro left-hander Jon Rur
back of Wilson’s football team. .kle. After Eric Pettit sparked the rall

During the spring and summer, Cipol- with a one-out triple, Josh Yocum dot
la’s throwing is mostly relegated to toss- bled in the first run, Shane Stachers}
es from his shortstop position for Wilson had a sacrifice fly and two more run
High and West Lawn Legion. scored when Cipolla’s deep fly to cente

But in Friday night’s Berks Legion was dropped for a three-base error.
League playoff tournament game “The first inning has been big for us s
against Birdsboro, West Lawn coach far in the playoffs,” said Cipolla, who wa
Tony Matz Il needed Cipolla’s arm fora part of a six-run first in Thursday’s 23-
different purpose. victory over Exeter. “I saw they (the Ori

~ Matz sent Cipolla to the mound, and oles) had scored a lot of runs last night, si
the right-hander responded by taming I didn't want to try and overpower ther
the Orioles’ red-hot lineup as West with the fastball. I wanted to spot the
Lawn earned a 134 winners bracket change and keep them mcmmmEW..

semifinal victory at Owls Field. The Orioles got two in the third on

Cipolla threw seven strong innings sacrifice fly by Jeremy Wunderlich anc
and also went 2-for-3 with two doubles an RBI single by Jon Runkle, but Wes
and three runs for the top-seeded Owls Lawn answered with two in its half

(32-3), who advance to tonight’s 7:35 win-  Stacherski’s RBI single making it 6-2.
ners bracket final against defending Leading 9-3, West Lawn put it awa;

mum_m\._..sm league champion Boyertown (33-10). with a five-run seventh, highlighted b;

Boyertown’s Jared Trout dives back to second base as Muhlenberg’s - “What we expect from Tony is pretty Regan Carroll’s two-run triple and low

Kraig Kemp tries to make a play on a fourth-inning pickoff attempt. much what we got tonight,” Matz said. lighted by four of Birdsboro’s eight errors

) “You can always count on him for a “They made the plays for their pitch
|._ FRIDAY TODAY (all games at Owis Field) M quality start.” ers,” Birdsboro coach Chris Drowne
B West Lawn 13, Birdsboro 4 W Exeter vs. Muhlenberg, 12:30 ore Cipolla (5-0), who mu8amm the game said, “and we didn’t make them for ou

; s . coverage, with a 1.93 ERA in 182z inni ck
m Boyertown 13, Muhlenberg 0 | M Birdsboro vs. Shillington, 4:05 | page pg out five. walkod one e mnwmmww%s Eﬁ%ﬂs and Stacherski each drove i
W Exeter 11, Reading 9 Winners bracket final hits and four runs against the Orioles three runs and Brad Binder scored three
| W Shillington 20, Hamburg 2 W Boyertown vs. West Lawn, 7:35 (20-14), who had rung up 69 runs against runs for the Owls, who have pounded ou
i : __} their last three league opponents m,na 17 extra-base hits in two playoff wins.

BERKS LEGION SCOREBOARD
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D.Hoftman 1 0 0 0 1 1| schaefier %2 0 0 0 0 0 | Hambup m%maaoﬁ_ru.mqu.u.
Cotellese,§ 3 1 0 0 2 2| walhen 1 0 0 0 1 O | GessleyL24 1 2 4 4 3 0 3 342 01
WP: Guers, Snyder 3. HBP: by Snyder | West Lawn Kerschner 23 11 12 6 3 1 | WP: Demko, Taylor. PB: Guida Balks:
(Schueck). PB: Faller. T: 2:39, CiplaWs0 7 10 4 & 1 5

Palubinski 22 8 4 2 0 1 | Rangdlph T:2:55
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%ﬂs Owls §

not the H.?&.Jw as <<mma
Lawn wins 10-6 in 9@
ﬂEbmw.m g.mowg mbmu

By Darryl m:::rnm
Eagle/ Times .. iTh:
You can nosun on’ onm zuEm
whenever West Lawn and Boyer-~
town get together to renew their
annual :»w.om -summer, wmnWm H.m.
gion rivalry.-- . i
- Expect »wm Eummumo»mn Hmuonm
the norm.“And a:.oﬁ out muw
trends. ;-5 = P Secmid LT
When Em Owls and Bears Bmmﬁ
on the baseball diamond, the end
result more often than not winds-
up. being somewhere between
downright classic wun EHE.E un--
believable. - .. i BT
Saturday night at Os_m m,:wa
the-two county archrivals met -
again in the winners bracket final
of the league'’s double-elimina-
tion playoff Sﬁﬂmﬂmuﬁ .
And once again, the mwoﬂdosﬁ
; ranged from ridiculous to sub- -
* lime to prime time as West Lawn
rmE on for a 106 victory before
an mman$m B.cﬂd 2. more me
1,500 g
The top mm&mn oa_m aw.wv. ﬂwo
qualified for the championship
game with the 5n8§ will meet
Muhlenberg (20-10) - a 15-12 win-
ner over Exeter - SENE mﬁ KE om
p.m. wﬁcim Field. }

The defending Hmmmﬁm .nmvaT,
on Bears (33-11) will face Shilling- *,
ton (264) - a 13-2 winner over !

Birdsboro - in an 'elimination |

game at 3:35 at Owls Field.

Tony Cipolla went 3-for-5 witha :
single, double and triple and -

Mike Schaeffer struck out six in

that’s par for the course.

ey e LY N

o_mmm_o‘

having two outs and nobody out in
the bottom ow Gm HNE SEbm mow m
54 victory.

And Ennu Em Smw S_nmm nm-
mained in the return bout mmau..
day when a power mm:E.m in‘a:

light standard beyond the right-?
center mmuom résulted in"a mmﬁmw-
of more than 30 E:ENmm in Eou

Ea&o of the muﬂp _HEEm
“pl tell you ﬂ&»ﬁz West H.ms.u
coach Tony Matz III said, “there’s”
something about Boyertown-West
Lawn. No doubt about it: I don’t’
know if there’s muo@m_. 24&&.
around here ES it :

"' “I think we vﬁnﬁ oﬁ Em vmm»
in them. .H.me don't’ umnmmmwﬂuw
bring out the best in us - mumnm
have been games we've noBEoS.
ly fallen apart, like last year’s”
championship (an 18-1 Bears win).
But when we get together and our
guys show up and play our best:
baseball, there is no other game "’
like it. It’s an mEoﬁonm_ _.o__mn.
coaster.” '

The Bears aEnEw moﬁ ou Em
voma. scoring an unearned runm
in their first when with two outs
and "a runner on first, Jordan
Walsh singled down the left-field'
line. Walsh got hung up between-
first and second, but first base-
.man Brad Binder threw errantly
on the rundown play, enabling-
Chase Roth to score ?oB n:wa
Um.mm b T O

The Owls got to mgmn .Hmnmn
Trout in the third inning when’

- they batted around and put up a’
five-spot. Josh Yocum singled in a _

run, Cipolla doubled in two,:

i Shane Stacherski had an RBI sin--
three innings of relief to save an- °
other nail-biter between the two °
highly successful programs. - -

Heck, when it’s Owls-Bears, -

gle and Dave Schultz doubled in ,

another to make it 5-1. ' i

- The Bears got one back in Em:.
fourth on Drew mom.Emn s RBI1
ao:Em. .

. That's the way it was three
.~ weeks ago in the regular season-
=" when the Owls staged a near-
miraculous three-run rally after”

i achi e e e W ST

Ewﬂgm»ﬂgwﬂgwﬂmgﬁr%nﬂnnvﬁ&ﬁ

ﬂmmﬁ Lawn mnmﬂmama in :m w»:.

_s&mu 4oo=Bm mB_Ea.EHm dou-".

ble over the fence in wﬁﬁ.nmnumn :
wnoumm Regan Carroll. :

. In the fifth, ‘when Wowmnoﬁn.
nw;uuon away mou another run on
Walsh’s run-scoring single, m_P
Owls again responded - with sin-
gle runs in the fifth and sixth in-
nings. Carroll singled in a run in
the fifth, and Binder scored on a;

passed ball in the mc&_ to make : :
m:w ~

The wmwnm nm?mma to go nEm? E

ly, scrapping for three runs in:
their seventh after Schaeffer-
barely missed with a 2-2 fastball”
to No. 9 hitter Brandon Mason

" that would have ended the inning."

On the next pitch, Mason singled"
in two runs. One pitch later, Nick:-

Allen scored on a 55 u:nu 8

cut Em lead to 86. -

. " For the third SEm.. nuocmw..
West Lawn came right back in its
half - taking advantage of a wild
pitch that scored Andy Hohl. . .

Cipolla Q.G_oa and scored on a

.g:_a Eﬁor EEw ngw m..:. Em
final margin. . ..

s 3
Sfd arnacey

mOOWmWO%U

i
st LI, .waﬁ it

=

-~
A

~“ coooo-annoo~E

- e bE B AW - 5 [
wgmmqu”nmw\_. w50 WEST LAWN ™ o™ st
' s r h b . . @ r h
Trout p 4 1 1 0Camoll® - 3 1:2
Hartinec ~- 5:0 0.0 Petttd ~vo, 1 1:0
Roth ff 4.1 1 0 Binder1b™ . 774 231
Walsh d -4 1-2 1 JYocumed 3 1.2
Lobe 1b 2 0°0 OCipollass" ™ 4 2 2
Allen if 4 2 2 0 Swmchersiil 4 12
D.Hofiman3d 4 0 1 1 Schuize 311
Schueckss - 4 0 2 Olmpmkp: - 4.0 0
Mason2d -~ 4 0 2 2 Hohl2p - 511
Cotiellesep O 0 0 0 TYoaml 000
S.Hotfmanph 1 0 0 0.Zmmemanph 1 0 0
Galoway! 1 1 1 0 SchasMerp-- 0 0 O
Exdle p 0.0 0 0 o5 fes st 00
Totals ~ 37 612 4 Toas = RWMN
Boyertown ... . iemereannss 100 110 300~ 6128
ionr!.a....u.n., ......... bom,_: 1ix- ,_e.:N

‘e Bad

28: Allen, D. Hoffman, J. Yocum. Cipolia, Schulz.
Carrol 2.
.. H . R ER BB
“gisvs 32
3.3 3 4 2
AR TR N U B
1.1 1°220!
o tav 3t 242
: - 2;2 271 8
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BASEBALL

’s rally in ninth to stun West Lawn

B Muhlenberg, which hands the top-seed-
ed Owls their first loss in 19 games, con-
tinues to exceed expectations in the
erks Legion playoffs.

By Todd Jacobson

FEagle/Times
When the Berks Legion playolfs starled four days

ago, Dick Gochnauer never expecled his team to chal-

lenge for the Berks Legion championship.

After all, that role had been relegated lo West
Lawn, Boyertown and Shillinglon, winners of seven
county championships in the 90s.

But he did hope that his young Muhlenberg team

would be there. . _
The A’s took another step in that direction Sunday

by beating top-seeded West Lawn 11-10 vyith five runs
in the ninth inning.

Mulilenberg (21-10) will play Boyertown at 7:05
tonight at Owls Field. The winner will get the league’s
Region 2 berth and will meel West Lawn (33-4) Tues-
day for the county championship.

West Lawn beal Boyertown 10-6 Saturday in the win-
ner’s bracket final to earn a spot in the title game. The
loss to Muhlenberg was West Lawn’s first in 19 games.

Not as skilled as the Boyertowns and West Lawns
of the league, Gochnauer said Mulilenberg used a lot
of heart and a litlle luck to get where they are.

“When West Lawn scored four runs in the sixth,
they knew they were still in it,” Gochnauer said of his
team. “They didn’t quil. They just never gave up.”

Not quitling is something they've done all tourna-
ment long. As the No. G seed, Muhlenberg had already
pulled off the playoffs’ biggest upset in the first round
with a win over third-seeded Shillington. Saturday,

they came from behind to beat Exeter 15-12 in an

elimination game.

West Lawn coach Tony Matz I1I said he never ex-
pectled the heavily favored Owls to run away with the
game, .

“They played wilh a lot of adrenaline and a lot of
emotion,” Matz said. “I knew they would. They were
down to their last stick. We didn’t come out with a let.
down, we just played poorly.”

Matz said Gochinauer's teams have always been 3
tough team to beat in crunch time.

“Muhlenberg has always heen a resilient team,”
Matz said. “That's just the way they are. They don'l
die.”

Muhlenberg scored the first two runs and led until
the seventh inning, when West Lawn tagged right-han.
der Malt Nye for four runs to take a 7-6 lead. The Owls
scored three more runs in the eighth inning and took
a 10-6 lead into the ninth inning.

Kraig Kemp, who, as an 18-year-old, thought he
might be playing his last inning of Legion ball, led off
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the Muhlenberg ninth with a single.

Pinch-hitter Nate Bentley walked and Nate Guers
hit a two-run triple to chase right-hander Josh Yocum,
who had relieved Shane Stacherski in the seventh in-
ning.

Right-hander Jon Rudisill didn’t fare much hetter.
He retired the first two batters he faced, conceding an
RBI groundout that made it 10-9, but gave up a single
to pinch-hitter Andy Zenyuch and a double to Jason

- Reinhart, both with two outs.

Brian Kantner then bounced a single through the
left side of the infield and past a diving Tony Cipolla
to drive in the tying and go-ahead runs.

Brad Kantner, who earned the save in Muhlenberg's
upset of Shillington, pitched a scoreless ninth inning
for the win. Rudisill (2-2) took the loss for West Lawn.

“This is unbelievable,” Kemp said. “Coming back
from being down four runs against the best team in
the league - I just can't believe it. It's awesome.”
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Mike Schaeffer’s pitching carries West Lawn to its
first Berks Legion title since 1991. Page D1

Schaeffer gets

A

m»m_n\ﬂ::nn Tim Leedy
West Lawn players celebrate after winning the Berks Legion Baseball League championship with an 11-1
victory over Muhlenberg Tuesday evening at Owls Field.

all A’

B West Lawn wins its first Berks
Legion League title since 1991 behind
16-year-old ace Mike Schaeffer, who
throws a complete-game five-hitter
against overachieving Muhlenberg.

By Darryl Grumling
Eagle/Times

Mike Schaeffer knew he would get the ball this
summer.

The first-year pitcher for West Lawn’s Legion
team figured he would get to throw every fifth day,
along the way getting in a little on-the-job training
from the rest of the Owls’ vet-

eran pitching staff. WESTLAWN 11
‘What mnamm.wn. didn’t re- IR R

alize, however, is that come
the postseason, he would be the team’s stopper.

Specifically, the guy West Lawn coach Tony Matz
III wanted on the mound for Tuesday’s Berks
League championship against Muhlenberg.

“I knew I'd be part of the team and all,” Schaef-
fer said. “But to be pitching in the championship? ..
. That’s something I never considered.”

After West Lawn won its fifth county title with an
11-1 victory at Owls Field, there is no question who
is considered the staff ace.

The right-handed Schaeffer (7-0) went the route
on a five-hitter and struck out six as West Lawn (34
4) captured its first Berks crown since 1991 before a
crowd of 1,357.

Schaeffer, one of just five 16-year-olds on a roster
laden with two- and three-year starters, may not
have known how valuable he would be in the Owls’
title drive.

But Matz said he had a pretty good idea who his
ace would be even as the season was ending in the
state tournament a year ago.

“1 felt he could have pitched for us last year,”
Matz said of Schaeffer, who opted to play Junior Le-
gion at Spring Township. “We all knew what he
could do, so I wouldn’t call this a real surprise to
any of our coaches,

“The biggest thing about Mike is that we know
when we mm:a him out there, we can send him out
there for nine innings.”

Schaeffer, who started the season opener in
May, said he turned the corner in a complete-game
victory over East contender Birdsboro in mid-
June. But the biggest boost of confidence came in
Saturday’s 10-6 winners bracket final win over
archrival Boyertown, when Schaeffer slammed the
door on the Bears with three shutout innings of six-
strikeout reliel.

“The last tWo games are the best I've throvm all
year,” Schaeffer said.

See West Lawn, Page D4 ™




P West Lawn

Continued from Page D1

The Owls definitely needed the
strong-arm performance against
the feisty A’s (22-11), who were
within 3-1 heading to the seventh
thanks to a clutch performance by

S-year-old lefty Nate Guers (4-4).

But West Lawn was able to
‘break it open after two errors and
a walk paved the way for six un-
earned runs. Tony Cipolla had a
sacrifice fly, Shane Stacherski
had a two-run double, Dave
Schultz doubled in a run and
Andy Hohl singled in two more to
finally finish the Cinderella A's -
who had knocked off league pow-
ers Shillington, Boyertown and
West Lawn in a magical five-day
span.

The win also was sweel for the
Owls’ final-year players, who had
sulfered a humiliating 18-1 loss to
Boyertown in the final last year.

“Speaking for the seniors,”
said Stacherski, who went 3-for-5
with two RBIs to lead an 11-hit at-
tack, “we knew it was our last
chance to get it done. We got there
last year and got our butls kicked,

and we didn’t want it to happen
again,”

1t didn’t, thanks to a 3-for-5,
two-run effort from Eric Pettit,
two RBIs each from Schultz and
Hohl, and a near-flawless defen-
sive effort that backed Schaeffer.

“This was pretty special,” said
Matz, whose team had gone 04 on
its home turf in the last two tour-
naments the Owls hosted - the
Berks tourney in 1995 and the
stale tourney in 1998, “To come
outl here and do it in front of all

" these fans for a five-day period is

a great feeling.”

West Lawn will open defense of
its Pennsylvania Region 2 title on
Tuesday with a (irst-round game
against Lehigh Valley League reg-
ular season champion North
Parkland at Owls Field at 7:30.

The A’s, meanwhile, open Lhe
Region 2 lourney against Lehigh
Valley League No. 2 seed Lower
Macungie al Owls Field at 12:45
p.m.

“Schaelfer did a super job for
them,” Muhlenberg coach Dick
Gochnauer said. “I felt pretty
good about our chances until that
seventh inning, but then it all sort
of fell apart.”

Eagle/Times: Tim Leedy

Mike Schaeffer throws a five-hitter, striking out six and walking

five, to lead West Lawn over Muhlenberg.

:ll

J/ S

1999 BERKS ' "'
PLAYOFF SCORES

FIRST ROUND

Muhlenberg 4, Shillington 3
Boyertown 9, Hamburg 5

West Lawn 23, Exeter 8 (7)
Birdsboro 19, Reading 3
WINNERS BRACKET

West Lawn 13, Birdsboro 4
Boyertown 13, Muhlenberg 0
LOSERS BRACKET

Exeter 11, Reading 9 (Reading
eliminated)

Shillington 20, Hamburg 2
{Hamburg eliminated)

LOSERS BRACKET SEMIS
Muhlenberg 15, Exeter 12 (Ex-
eler eliminated)

Shillington 13, Birdsboro 2
(Birdsboro eliminated)
WINNERS BRACKET FINAL
West Lawn 10, Boyertown 6
SEMIFINALS

Boyertown 9, Shillington 3
(Shillington eliminated)
Muhlenberg 10, West Lawn 11
FINAL ROUND

Muhlenberg 7, Boyertown 5
(Boyertown eliminated)
CHAMPIONSHIP

West Lawn 11, Muhlenberg 1

‘BOXSCORE '

At Owls Fleld
MUHLENBERG WEST LAWH

b r h bl ab r h bl
Reinhartef 3 1 1 0 Camcli3b 4 2 11
Bri.Kaniner3b 4 0 1 1 Peter 5 2 31
Guers p 3 0 1 0O Binder1b 4 110
Kerppss 3 0 0 0 Yocumcf 4 00 1
Hainty rf 2 0, 0 O Cipollass 3 101
Schneider3 1 0 0 O Stacherskif  § t 3 2
Nye if 3 0 0 0 Zimmermani 0 0 0 O
Rozzi # 1 0 1 0 Schutze 2 v 12
Faller ¢ 3 0 0 O Schaelerp 3 2 1 §
Bra. Kantnerph1 0 0 0 Hohi2b 2.1 1 2
Morgantith 2 0 1 0
Zenyuch pr 00 00
Snyder ph 0 000
Bentley p 0000
Pafangio2b 3 0 0 0
Totals 29 1 5 1 Totals 3211 11 10
Mublenberg .....covivnl.. 000 001 000-154
Westlawn.....coouvunnn.. . 001 011 62x-11 111

E: Guers, Reinhart, Kemp, Palangio, Carrall, DP; Weat
Lawn 1, LOB: Muhlenberg 7, Wast Lawn 7. 2B Bindar,
Slacherski, Schultz. SB: Reinhart 2, Hainly, SF: Schultz,
Yocum, Cipolia. S: Palangio, Hohl, Carroll.

P
Mublenberg A H R ER BB SO
Guers L, 44 &9 5 7 2 4 2
Benlley 0 3 2 2 0 0
Bri. Kantner Y3 3 1 Y 0 o
West Lawn Owls
Schaeler VY, 7-0 9 S t 1 5 6

WP: Schaelfer, Heinly, Bri. Kaniner 2, Bentley.

Umipires:"Roy Underhil, Bob Trainer, Roy Mitler, Kurl
Henry.

T:2:53. A: 1,357.
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For A’s

_ By Todd Jacobson
Eagle/Times

The clock finally struck mid-
night for Muhlenberg, the Berks
Legion League playofl’s Cinderel-
la story, but not before the pesky
A's gave West Lawn all it could
handle for most of Tuesday's
championship game al Owls
Field,

Sixth-seeded Muhlenberg
pulled off the three biggest upsels
of the tournament - a 4-3 win over
No. 3 Shillington in the first
round, a game 13 win over No. 1
Wesl Lawn and an unlikely win
over Boyertown Monday thal pro-
pelled the A's into the champi-
onship game. They also came from
seven runs back Saturday to beal
Exeter 15-12.

They just couldn't beat the
high-powered Owls (34-4) again
Tuesday night.

This Cinderella didn’t have a
fairy godmother walching over it,
but Dick Gochnauer, Muhlen-
Yerg's coach, said it had someone

Ise guiding it.

“When you get momentum on
your side, it seems like everything
just clicks,” Gochnauer said. “We

, dream ends
‘but respect lingers

had it until we fell apart in the
seventh inning, but I feel good
aboul our team. We had an excel-
lent run and we’'ll be back next
week in Regionals.”

West Lawn coach Tony Matz
called Muhlenberg (22-11) “down-
right scary” and admitted he was
worried about facing the A's in the
championship game,

After a look at Muhlenberg’s
playoff resume, who wouldn't be?

“What they accomplished by
upselting Shillington, Boyerltown

and West Lawn - you had to be a -

little scared of them,” Matz said.
“You've never seen anything like
this - a team coming into the tour-
nament and upselting three teams
considered by many fo be a cut
above the rest.”

The A's hung around until the
fateful seventh inning, when
starler Nale Guers and reliever
Nate Bentiley combined to give up
six unearned runs. Guers had
held West Lawn to three runs
until that point and Muhlenberg
trailed just 3-1. West Lawn padded
the score with two late runs.

“It was a good game for a long
time,” said West Lawn first base-

man Brad Binder. “I don't think
the score was indicative of how
good a game this was.”

Muhlenberg calcher Joe Faller
said beating the Berks Legion’s
“big three” and getting to the tour-
nament’s championship game was
some consolation.

“No one ever expected us to do
this,” Faller said. “We proved to
everyone that we are for real. It
feels really good.”

Binder said the A’s are {alent-
ed, but have something else that’s
allowed them to get as far as they
have.

“They play well together, but
more importantly they play with a
lot of emotion and a lot of heart
and they never seem {o give up,”
Binder said.

They're not done yet.

Muhlenberg clinched one of
the Berks Legion League’s {wo
berths in the Region 2 tournament
by virtue of its win over Boyer-
town Monday and will play Lower
Macungie Tuesday in the first
round.

And they're not just happy to
make it - they’d like to make the
same waves in that tournament

that they did in Berks.

Matz, who twice has seen first-
hand what the underdog A's can
do, said that’s a good possibility.

“We just watched them make
waves for four days against teams
like Boyertown and Shillington,
teams that could both go to (the

Eagle/Times: Tim Leedy

West Lawn shortstop Tony Cipolla tags out Muhlenberg pinch- i
steal during the fifth inning of the Owls’ 11-1 win. § pincli-runner Andy Zenyuch attempting to

Region 2) tournament and win it,”
Matz said. “You've always got to
be conscious of a team that can do
what they did.” '




BERKS LEGION CHAMPS

West Lawn 11, Muhlenberg 1
Boyertown 18, West Lawn 1
Birdsboro 3, Shillington 0.
Shillington 6, West Lawn 0
Boyertown 5, Shillington 3
Boyertown 5, Shillington 1
Hamburg 5, Shillington 4
Boyertown 24, West Lawn 8
West Lawn 12, Birdsboro 1
Boyertown 25, Artisan 1
1989: Boyertown 6, West Lawn 5 .
1988: Boyertown 10, Hamburg 9-
1987: Boyertown 6, Hamburg 2
19886: Oley 6, Boyertown 3

1985: Boyertown 9, Oley 2
1984: Boyertown 5, Oley 3

1983: Boyertown 9, West Lawn 3
1982: Boyertown 14, Shillington 5
1981: Boyertown 10, Shillington 0
1980: Temple 2, Boyertown 1
1978: Boyertown 4, Temple 3
1978: Boyertown 14, Temple 1
1977: Boyertown 4, Temple 0 -
1976: Boyertown 15, West Lawn 2

.1999:
- 1998:
1997:
1996:
1995;
1994:
1993:
1992:
1991:
1990:

-| 1960: West Lawn 4, Gregg Post 3

1975: Boyertown 3, Gregg Post 2. -
1974: Shillington 10, Boyertown 3
1973: Gregg Post 9, West Lawn 4
1972: Boyertown 3, West Lawn 2 -
1971: Boyertown 6, Shillington 4
1970: Boyertown 9, Gregg Post 3
1969: Boyertown 2, Kutztown 1-
1968: Morgantown 7, Gregg Post 1
1967: Shillington 4, Kutztown 1 -
1966: Shillington 4, West Lawn 2 -
1965: Gregg Post 1, West Lawn 0
1964: Gregg Post 2, Boyertown 1
1963: Hamburg 3, Boyertown 0 - i
1962: West Lawn 5, Shillington 4...-
1961: West Lawn 6, Shillington 1

1959: Boyertown def, Pulaski ,
1958: Boyertown 1, Leesport0 - :
1957: Leesport 8, Shillington 3 -
1956: Leesport,
1955: Gregg Post
1954: Gregg Post
1953: Leesport

1952: Gregg Post

1951: Gregg Post . -
1950: Gregg Post
1949: Gregg Post ©
1948: Gregg Post
1947: Gregg Post
1946: Gregg Post
1945: Gregg Post
1944: Gregg Post
1943: Gregg Post - -
1942: No teams compe
1941: Gregg Post
1940: Gregg Post -
1939: Gregg Post -~
1938:
1937: Gregg Post
1936: Gregg Post
1935: Gregg Post -
1934: Gregg Post
1933: Gregg Post. -

ted.

Gregg Post 7./ -

1932: Gregg Post .

1931: Gregg Post
1930: Gregg Post :. .. -




"BERKS LEGION SENIOR ALL-STAR ROSTERS

| WﬂAT: Berks County American Legion Baseball Senior All-Star Game
B WHEN, WHERE: 7:00 p.m., July 23 at Muhlenberg Legion Field

W NOTABLE: Scholarship awards will be
West Lawn Owis.

TEAM HEMMIG

presented 1o Luke Bricker of the Kutztown Cougars and Josh Yocum of the

TEAM BOWERS

ER

Hamburg Hawks: Tom Krick, Nat
Harrison, Terry Snyder. Muhlen-
berg A's: Brian Kantner, Kralg
Kemp, Joe Faller. Reading White
Sox: Matt Redcay, Jeff Soto, Steve
Randolph, Brian Miller. Schuylkill
Valley Marlins: Dan Weyandt, John
Smith. West Lawn Owls: Brad
Binder, Josh Yocum, Shane
Stacherski, Dave Schultz, Matt Fi-
dler, Dennis Zimmerman, Andy

Birdsboro Orioles: Brad Kepley, Gerry
Werner, Jeremy Wunderlich, Jon
Runkle. Boyertown Bears: Rob Gal-
loway, Jordan Hartline. Conrad Weis-
er Scouts: Kevin Yarall, Steve Yeich,
Mike Wahl, Dave Kazmlerczak. Exeter
Blue Jays: Jason Miller, Karl Schem-
berg. Gregg Post Keys: Zach Focht,
Brian Hiester. Kutztown Cougars:
Luke Bricker, John Marstellar, Chris

Josh Yocut;l -

Bard. Oley Lynx: Brent Miller. Shilling-
ton Red Sox: Kyle Faust, Mike
Stahler, Tim Miller, Steve Gebhart.

Hohl, Regan Carroll, Brad Impink.

Wyomissing Bisons: Bruce Anglin.  L-uke Bricker

Binder,
Neyandt
key rout

From our news staff

West Lawn’s Brad Binder
went 3-for-3 with two doubles
and two RBIs, and Schuylkill
Valley’s Dan Weyandt drove in
three runs and picked up the vic-
tory as Team Hemmig defeated
Team Bowers 12-3 in the Berks
Legion League Senior All-Star
game Friday night at Muhlen-
berg.

Team Hemmig took the early
lead on an RBI double by
Binder, then went up 3-0 in a
two-run fifth, when West Lawn’s
Brad Impink delivered a run-
scoring double and scored on a
single by Binder.

West Lawn’s Matt Fidler, Im-
pink and Weyandt combined for
five innings of three-hit shutout
ball, striking out eight.

Team Hemmig broke it open

ha six-run seventh, highlight-
<d by a two-run homer by Read-
ing’s Steve Randolph, a two-run
triple by Muhlenberg’s Kraig
Kemp, a solo homer by West
Lawn’s Josh Yocum and a sacri-

BERKS LEGION SENIOR ALL-STAR GAME

HEMMIG BOWERS
H abr hbl sbr hbl
Camoll3db 2100 TMilered 2000
Kantner3b 2 2 2 0 Badof 2000
Redcayss 2 0 0 0 Gebharth 2010
Kempss 3112 Stahlerp 2010
Binderib 3 0 3 2 Wundrlich3b20 2 0
Weyandip 201 3 Runkietb 0200
Krick i 3000 BMiertb 1011
Hamisonf 100 1 Yamalitb 2000
Yocumcd 312 1 Kzmirczekp2 0 0 1
Soto if 3010 Marstellerd2 010
Anginp 11 0 0 Galiowayrl 0000
Schultzc 2 0 0 O Feustrd 2010
Randolphc 1 1 1 2 Wahlp 2000
Snyder2b 200 0 JMillerss 1000
Hohl 2b 3 00 0 Schembrg2010 0 0
Zmmmandh31 2 0 Yeich2o 1000
Stacherski dh2 1 1 0 Brickerss 2000
Fidler p 1000 Kepleyss 2110
Impink p 2111 Harinec 2000
Fallere 322 0 Wemerdh 2000
Totals 44121712 Totals 32382
Hemmig .———... 100 020 610-1217 1
Bowers ...000 000 102-3 8 4
E: Runkle, J.Miller, Hartline, Marstslier,
Weyandt. DP: Hemmig 2. Bowers 1, LOB: Herr
mig 10, Bowars 9. 28: Binder 2, Zmmerman,
Impink_ A dier, W dt, St ki, Faust
38; Kemp. HR: Yocum, Randolph. S8: Carroll,
Angin, SF: Hanison,
14 H R ER BB SO
| Ficler 2 1 0 0 t &
impink 2 200 1 2
Wavandt, W 1 0 0 0 1 2
Solo 2 3 1 1 10
Anghn 2 2 21 3 4
Bowers
Wan!, L 1 1 1 ¢ 3 1
Wemer 1 1 0 0 0 O
B.Miller | 1 0 0 0 1
3 Wunderiich 1 0 0 0 g 2)
/Tires: i Galluci Kazmiemzak 1 3 2 2
Eagle = JorilGalicio Stahler 1 10000
Team Bowers catcher Jordan Hartline of Boyertown records it g 22
- 4
the out at the plate on Team Hemmig's Josh Yocum of West Keplay . 10 :) wOP Fomz
. . . HBP: by Stahler (Randoiph). : T,
Lawn during the Berks Legion League Senior All-Star Game. Angiin 5. Wah, et ) ddCaiieis
PB: Faller.
fice fly by Hamburg’s Nat Harri- Faller were each 2-for-3 for
SOM. Team Hemmig.

Muhlenberg’s Brian Kantner
was 2-for-2 with two runs and
Yocum, West Lawn’s Dennis Zim-
merman and Muhlenberg’s Joe

For Team Bowers, ‘ Birds-
boro’s Jeremy Wunderlich was 2-
for-3 and Birdsboro’s Jon Runkie
scored twice.




'Legion !

]
Non-league - .

Wost Lown 8, Spring Clty 8

Boyertown 8, Yardlay Wostern 6

Highlights: Jordnn Hartline went 2-or-3
with ona run and one RBI and Rob Galloway
E?Td as_l;\éb-nm doubla for the Bears, who fin-

3512

Region 2 Tournament

At Owis Fleld, West Lawn

Tuesday's openers: Perkiomen vs. The
Birches, 9:45 a.m.; Lower Macungle vs,
Muhlenberg, 12:45 p.m.: Banko's vs,
| Frackville, 4; North Parkiand vs. West Lawn,

| 7:30

———— Mt maa
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Lawn's Owls Field,
an, where: Tuesday through Saturday al Wesl

‘l : Berks champion and host West Lawn, Berks runner-up Muhlenberg,
thigh valley champion North Parkland, Lehigh Valley runner-up Low?r !\;‘Isas::u'r\'-ﬂg:czi
srthampton champion The Birches, Northamptqn runner-up Banko's, Bux-ion
iampion Perkiomen, Schuylkill champlon !—'rackwllq

Format: Eight teams, double-elimination. _
: Al stake: Vg\.]!innar advances to next week's Pennsylvania State Tournament at

1. Mary's.

s i kiomen, 9:45 a.m.; Muh-
day’s first-round games: The Birches vs. Per nen, .
nb.ag::. ngar Macungia, 12:45 p.m.} Frackville vs, Banko's, 4 p.-m; Wgst Lawn

;. Mountainville, 7:30 p.m.

m Last year; West Lawn earned its first Region 2 title, deteating Mountainville
3.3 in the final at Allentown’s Bicentennial Park.

‘HE TEAMS

VESTLAWN OWLS o s

B Coach: Tony Matz lll, 13th sea-
on, 387-158.

B Record: 35-4.

B Key hitters: 1B Brad Binder
526, 5 HAs, 56 RBIs), SS Tony Cipolla
446, 71 runs, 46 RBIs), RF Shane
stacherski (.426, 51 RBIs), CF Josh
‘ocum (413, 6 HRs, 55 runs, 52 RBIs),
YF Eric Pettit (.405, 55 runs), 3B
3egan Carroll (.364, 63 runs),

| Key pitchers: RHs Mike Schael-
ar (8-0, 2.05), Brad Impink (5-0, 2.96),
JAatt Fidler (7-0, 3.96) and Tony Cipolla
6-0, 2.60). _

B Notable: Defending Region 2
s+ s making fourth tourney appear-
2 all since 1991. .. . Set record for
4., a tournament with 80 in six
james last year. ... 11-5 all-time re-
jional record. . . . Finished second to
3oyertown in 1992 tourney at Bear Sta-
ium. . . . Defeated Muhlenberg 11-1
ior fifth Berks title Tuesday at Owls
Field.

i
.

h

season, 564-375.

W Record: 22-11. _

® Key hitters: CF Jason Reinhart
(453, 4 HRs, 46 runs, 34 steals), SS
Kraig Kemp (.400, 32 runs, 31 RBls),
RF Tim Heinly (.348, 39 runs), C Joe
Faller (.300, 31 RBIs), 1B Nate Guers
(.300, 30 RBls).

H Key pitchers: RHs Matt Nye (5-2,
3.59), Brian Kantner (3-1, 2.95), Brad
Kantner (4-0, 1.46) and Tim Heinly (4-2,
4.20); LH Nate Guers {4-4, 3.58).

W Notable: Making second regional
appearance in 1990s; went 2-2 in 1996
as host. . .. 18-14 record in seven pre-
vious appearances; have stayed alive
at least four rounds each
time. . . . Qualified by advancing to
Berks playoff tournament chan_\pl-
onship, notching upsets over Shilling-
ton, West Lawn and Boyertown along

vay.

J

B

THEBIRCHES "0
| Coach: John Konawalik, 15th
season.

H Record: 20-6.

B Key hitters: 2B Brian Lank
(.447), OF Gary Washack (.403), C
Kyle Szoke (.400), 3B Zach Kozicki
(.382), OF Lance Leone (.375).

B Key pitchers: LH Mike Borger (5-
2, 1.91); RHs Gary Washack (7-0,
2.25), Justin Kashner (3-1, 1.70) and
Lance Leone.

® Notable: Making fifth regional ap-
pearances and third in four
years. . . . All-time tourney record is 8-8,
with best finish a third in 1986 and last
year. ... Won Northern Division of
Northampton League, then defeated
Kemp Post in best-of-three semifinals to
qualify for regionals. . . . Tied Banko's &
g in 10 innings in final game of best-of-
three title series; awarded Northampton
top seed due to better league record.

BANKO'S

B Coach: Rich Kephart, sixth sea-
son.
H Record: 18-8. _

B Key hitters: 3B Mark Atkinson
(.414), OF Tim Buck (.406), SS Pat Mur-
phy (.386), 1B Dave Morgan (.5}59). Cc
Mario D'Angelo (327), OF Antonio Mar-
rero (.323).

® Key pitchers: RHs Pat Murphy
(6-1, 2.56) and Antonio Marrero (2-1);
LH Tim Buck (5-2).

E Notable: First Region 2 appear-
ance since 1994. ... 6-8 record in four
previous appearances. .. . Reached re-
gional final in 1877, losing 3—0 19 _BOYE?-
town. . . . Won Southern Division of
Northampton league before beating
Northampton in best-ol-three league
semifinals to qualify for regionals.

"

W Coach: Terry Stoudt, 26th sea-
son.
W Record: 31-7.

B Key hitters; 1B Dan Dillon (.489,

10 HRs, 55 RBIs), 3B Mike Mihalik
(.434), OF Cole Evans (.418), OF Terry
Thomas (.394), C Ryan Eisenhard
(.371), 2B Mike Adams (.363), SS
Jason Markovitz (.346).

H Key pltchers: RHs Dan Dillon (8-
2), Mike Mihalik (7-0) and Peter Sher-
brick (6-0).

B Notable: Fourth straight Region 2
appearance. . .. 9-12 all-time tourney
record, including 0-2 last year. . .. Won
Lehigh Valley regular season with 23-3
record, then won league’s double-elimi-
nation tournament, beating Lower Ma-
cungie 9-6 in final Tuesday. . . . Best fin-
ish was third in 1997.

LOWERMACUNGIE™ e

B Coach: Tony Santay, fourth sea-
son.
H Record: 23-9.

W Key hitters: DH Ryan Amey
(.455), OF Steve Parr (.440, 5 HRs, 31
RBIs), SS Paul Santay (.435), CF Brian
Martin (417, 7 HRs, 30 RBIs).

& Key pitchers: RH Ryan Amey (7-
0, 2.18); LHs Matt Funk (2-3, 1.78),
Matt Wiltrout (6-2, 3.79).

H Notable: First Region 2 appear-
ance since going 0-2 in 1983... . Fin-
ished second to North Parkland in
Lehigh Valley League regular season
with 18-7 record; lost to North Parkland
in league title game. ... 3-10 in five pre-
vious tourney appearances.

Thepetiphon:

PERKIOMEN INDIANS T

M Coach: Ernie Quatrani, 13th sea-
son. '

B Record: 24-11.

H Key hitters: CF John Stezenko
(.474, 7 HRs, 32 RBIs), C Julio Acosta
(441, 7 HRs, 38 RBIs), RF Joe Adam
(.350, 31 RBIs), 3B Scott Gehringer
(-350), 2B Brad McCabe (.335).

®m Key pitchers: RHs John
Stezenko (6-1), Scott Gehringer (6-2),
Mike Brannen (2-1) and Matt Derr (3-1).

B Notable: Fourth Region 2 ap-
pearance in five years; 3-18 overall in
previous nine trips. . . . Reached final in
1991 at Emmaus, losing to
Boyertown. . . . Finished third in Bux-
Mont regular season with 18-8-1
record; earned league's regional berth
by winning double-elimination tourney,
rallying from first-round loss to Souder-
ton to win five straight. ... Gehringer
and Stezenko advanced to East-West
all-star game - Sunday at
Harrisburg. . . . Acosta was drafted in

37th round by Montreal.
[FRACKVILLE MOUNTS

b e S

S

W Coach: Paul Koropchak, first sea-
son.
B Record: 264.

B Key hitters: SS Paul Koropchak
Jr. (.605, 12 HRs, 40 RBIs), 1B Mike
Dillman (.517), CF Kevin Kozak (.446),
RF Brian Gadinskl (.415), C Tony
Wright (.388).

. B Key pitchers: LH Mike Dillman (9-
2); RHs Joe Selgrade (6-1) and Paul Ko-
ropchak.

B Notable: Defeated Pottsville 8-7
and 124 to sweep best-of-three final
series for first Schuylkill League title
since 1962.... First Region 2 appear-
ance. ... Went 16-2 to win Schuylkill
League regular season, averaging more
than 10 runs a game.

Compiled by Darryl Grumling
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BASEBALL

(‘\wls to follow
Carroll’s lead

1 As West Lawn begins
lefense tonight of its Re-
rion 2 championship, it
loes so on the coattails of
he stats and spirit of
hird baseman and lead-
ff batter Regan Carroll.

3y Darryl Grumling
agle/ Times

Regan Carroll’s first baseball
1emories date back to the mid-
980s, when his family still lived
1 Brooklyn, N.Y.

“When I was little my dad
yok me to Yankee Stadium, and
1e player I remember the most
-as Don Mattingly,” Carroll re-
a' 1 “He was a hard-nosed
l ind he always hit for av-
rage. Watching him really in-
sired me to play.”

More than a decade later, that
1spiration has continued to be
key factor in the development
f Carroll, the third baseman
1d leadoff man for West Lawn’s
2gion team.

The right-handed Carroll may
it from the opposite side of the
late than Mattingly, and may
.80 play defense on the oppo-
te side of the infield.

But as far as heart, desire and
atermination, Carroll has
iown plenty of similarities to
e former Yankees mainstay.

“He does anything you ask,”
1id West Lawn coach Tony Matz
I. “And being our leadoff hit-
T, we ask an awful lot of him.”

Carroll, who is hitting .364
ith 63 rumns, 12 doubles, five
iples and a .508 on-base per-
antage, will be asked plenty
iis week as the Berks champion
wls (35-4) attempt to defend
1eir Region 2 crown. West Lawn
i ~ven the eight-team, dou-
1 nination tournament
..t against Lehigh Valley
eague champion North Park-
ind (31-7) at Owls Field at 7:30.

“Basically I have a lot of re-
Tictions when I'm at bat,” Car-

REGION 2
LEGION:
TOURNAMENT

roll said. “I have to work the
count, let the other batters see
the pitcher. But I'm comfortable
hitting with two strikes. I've
done it all year.”

What Carroll has also done
successfully is reach base, pro-
viding plenty of RBI opportuni-
ties for big guns such as Brad
Binder, Josh Yocum, Tony Cipol-
Ia and Shane Stacherski.

“In our offensive philosophy,
Regan’s plan is to get on base,”
Matz said. “And he does that as
well as anybody.”

“He’s definitely the best
table-setter I've seen this year,”
echoed Binder, the team’s lead-
ing hitter. “It seems like he’s on
base all the time, and he makes
things happen. We have some
guys having great individual
vears, and a lot of it can be di-
rectly attributed to Regan.”

Carroll can also be somewhat
of a clown and cut-up in the
dugout, but his tenacity and
mental toughness are no laugh-
ing matter.

Last year, he suffered a bro-
ken finger in Game 13 of Berks
playoff tournament. After miss-
ing the final two county games
and the first two Region 2 games,
however, Carroll was back in the
lineup, sparking the Owls to
their first state regional crown.

“He went out there and did
what Regan does best,” Matz
said. “And that’s get on and
score runs.”

“Regan’s real aggressive on
the basepaths, and defensively,
he’s a stabilizing force,” Binder

said. “He knocks balls down,
takes them off the chest. ... he
does whatever it takes.”

Carroll credits a lot of his de-
fensive acumen to assistant
coach John Piscitelli, a standout

at both West Lawn and Allen-.

town College who has taken Car-
roll under his wing.

“He’s helped me a lot out
there,” Carroll said. “I didn’t
have the best defensive series in
the playoffs, and started to lose
some confidence. But after the
first Muhlenberg game, when I
made three errors, he hit a lot of
balls to me and it’s started to pay
off.” .

Piscitelli in turn paid Carroll
a huge compliment earlier this
season, one which speaks vol-
umes about Carroll’s overall
value.

“He said he considers Regan
our best third baseman,” Matz
said. “And coming from John,
who I consider to be the best

) Eagle/Times ﬁle photo: Ron Romanski
West Lawn's Regan Carroll gives the Owls an outstanding
leadoff hitter with 63 runs and a .508 on-base percentage.

third baseman that’s played
here since I've been here, that’s
pretty high praise.”

For hls part, the low-key Car-
roll is more concerned with wins
and championships than stats
and press clippings. And right
now, the only thing he is focused
on is helping his teammates try
to repeat as Region 2 champi-
ons. _

“This is the last chance for a
lot of us,” Carroll said. “We just
have to go out and take care of
business. If we play our kind of
baseball, like we did last year,
we know can win it.”

The Owls also know Carroll
will be doing everything he can
to set the tone.
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Owls hope home is
where the trophy is

B West Lawn’s Legion team,
which plays the late game
at Owls Field Tuesday
night, looks to win its sec-
ond straight Region 2 title
on home turf.

By Darryl Grumling
Eagle/ Times

Over the past decade, the. West
Lawn Owls have emerged as one of
the top Legion baseball programs
not only in the Berks League, but in
the entire state of Pennsylvania.

And over the past five years,
their constantly refurbished home
park of Owls Field has been devel-
oped into one of the most pristine
settings to view a game.

Both are big reasons the fran-
:Hise has been awarded four post-
ser  tournaments in the past four
Ve

. -1s week, the Owls have the
inique opportunity to turn a dou-
sle-play of sorts on their home field.

One week after winning the
3erks Legion League champi-
nship at home, West Lawn re-
urned to Owls Field Tuesday night
or a Pennsylvania Region 2 Tour-
1ament opener against North Park-
and.

The game between the Owls @5
2y and Buffaloes (31-7)~ a rematch of
ast year’s opener, a 54 West Lawn
vin-didn’t begin until 8:15 p.m. and
vas still in progress at press time.

Tuesday’s winner faces
schuylkill champion Frackville (27-
39, which beat Northampton No. 2

eed Banko’s 17-16, in a winners-
rracket semifinal tonight at 7:30.
‘uesday’s loser faces Banko’s (18-9)
n an elimination game at 12:35 p.m.

“Playing at home should really
ielp us a lot,” said third baseman
legan Carroll. “We look at it as an
)pportunity to show people what
ind of team we have. We know Re-
jon 2 is going to bring out a lot of
ap  1d we want to give them our
)€ .ort.”

> Owls also have another moti-
-ating factor to do well this week -
0 erase the memory of last year's
‘late tournament at Owls Field,

From our ncws staff

Football season is supposed to
be a couple of weeks away.

But you would have never
known it Tuesday night at West
Lawn’s Owls Field, when
Frackville and Banko's put up the
kind of offensive numbers nor-
mally reserved for the gridiron.

In a 3:32 marathon in which
there were 42 hits, 33 runs and 14
errors, Trevor Hassenbein’s RBI
single in the top of the 10th inning
gave Frackville a 17-16 victoryin a
Pennsylvania Region 2 Tourna-
ment opener.

The Schuylkill League cham-
pion Mounts (27-4), who forced
extra innings with seven ninth-in-
ning runs and overcame nine er-
rors, advanced to tonight's 7:30
winners bracket semifinal
against the winner of Tuesday’s
late opener between West Lawn
and North Parkland.

Mike Dillman went 4for-6 with
two runs and two RBIs to lead

error sent the game to extra in-:
Christopher Owens was 3-for-6
with a homer and three RBIs and

Frackville wins slugfest

Frackville. Paul Korpchack Jr’s |
two-run single and a Banko’s -

REGION 2
 ROUNDUP

Kevin Kozak was 3-for-7 with
three runs for the Mounts, who
are making their first Region 2 ap-
pearance. The win was the first by
a Schuylkill League team in re-
gionals since Pottsville went 2-2
in 1995.

Mario D’Angelo went 3-for-6
with four runs, Rich Giering was
3-for-7 and Tim Buck scored four
runs for Northampton League No.
2 seed Banko’s (18-9), which faces
the West Lawn-North Parkland
loser today in an elimination
game at 12:45 p.m.

H The Birches 9, Perkiomen 7:
Chad Stecker hit a tiebreaking
two-run single in the top of the
ninth inning as Northampton
County top seed The Birches 21-
6)rallied from a five-run deficit to
defeat Bux-Mont champion
Perkiomen (24-12).

The Birches advanced to
today’s 4 p.m. winners bracket
semifinal against Lower Ma-
cungie. Perkiomen faces Muhlen-
berg in an -elimination game at
945 am.

Tuordny's late game
NORTH PARKLAND  WEST LAWN
abr hbl abr
Thomasc! 60 0 0 Carroll3b 3
Gallagher Il 2 2 2 0 Petlit i
Sherbrick 1b 1 0 Binder 1b
Willams pr 0 Yocum ¢f
Mihalk b 4 Cipolla ss
Dillon p 4
Evans 4
Bavertb 2
Knauss 1b 2
Adams2b 5
Markovits ss 4
Eisenhardc 3
Totals 36 710 6 Totals 36 410 1
North Parkland 000 050 101-7 106
West Lawn 201000 1004102
E: Adams 2, Dillon, Eisenhard, Mihalik
2, Carroll, Yocum. LOB: North Parkland
8, Wast Lawn 11, DP;'North Parkland 2.
Wesl! Lawn 1.28: Adams, Gallagher, Mr
halik, Carroll. 3B: Cipolla, Schaetier. SB:
Adams 2, Eisenhard, Mihalik, Williams.
SF: Dillon,
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IP H R ER BB SO
North Parkland
Dilion W, 1-0 9 4 6
West Lawn
SchaeflerLO-{ 4%z 4 5 5 4 2
Impink 43 6 2 2 0 2
WP: Dillon, Schaeter 3. HBP: by Dillon
(Caroll), by Schaetier (Gallagher), by
kzrnpink (Knauss), by Dillon (Binder), T:
51,

10 4 4

where they were eliminated in two
straight games.

“That was a little embarrassing
for a lot of us,” said first baseman
Brad Binder, one of West Lawn’s six
final-year starters. “So that's why
it’s real important for us to go out
and defend the Region 2 title. We
want to go back-to-back.”

Last year at Allentown’s Bicen-
tennial Park, West Lawn set a tour-
nament record for runs by scoring
80 in six games en route to its first
state regional title. But in states,
they fell 41 to eventual champion
Caln on the first night, then were
routed 13-1 by Mount Lebanon on
the second night.

That two-and-out finish also gave
West Lawn a four-game losing
streak as a tourney host dating back
to 1935, when the Owls went 0-2 in
the Berks playoffs.

“That was a disappointing end to
a great season,” said West Lawn
coach Tony Matz II1, who has a 387-
158 mark in 13 seasons. “But it real-
ly wasn’t a case of us not playing
well. We just ran into two hot pitch-
ers who were a lot better than what
we were used to seeing.”

This week, the Owls are hoping
that they will have the hot pitching,
which ~ combined with a home-
field advantage - should make them
the team to beat.

S——pL e "




BANKO'S - WEST LAWT:b o
b 12
242 Cancll 43
gumlfeum 221 1 Parit 42;%
D‘.M,ggnc £ 1 3 1 Bindar 1b ;3 ol
Motgan 10 5022J\_‘c~wmd JER
mmnsanlabgg‘;sg:ggiﬂpp 2500
ES:?:;% 3 2 2 0 Sicnarski 883 0 12
Melmsph 11 0 0 Schultze 4000
AHG-sng;-g s55 1 20 Zeigierph 1011
Weathey p 1 0 1 0 Zimmrmn 3210
Baharged 2011 Disttichph 1 000
Yeagstph 2 11 Trocuml 1000 |
Hohl 2b 3110
Tolals 48101810 Totals 36161414
North Central 100 410 022-10 10 4
VWest Lawn 253 004 02x-16143

E: Billiard, Bubba, Giering, Rich, Wealh-
giby, Binder, Freses, Stacherskl. L02:
North Central 12, West Lawn 13. D :
Noith Cential 1. 2B: Bubba, Buck, D M'.
galo. Morgan 2, Cipolla, Stacherskl. 3:3.
Canoll, Pettl. SB; Carroll. CS: Cipolla,

. Cipolla, Stacherskl.
SF: Bindar, bDB‘I!P R ER B8 50

Horth Central

Veameny L0V Vo 5 & 5 2 (:
Matigte 3y 7 B 7 g !
A Gienng 3 2 21

West Lawn
CipuliaW. 10 T'n 15 8 6 1 2‘
Frees g 4 2 0 0

1P A, Gieting, Mariero 4. HBP: by
::.'ealhmby {J. Yocum), by Marrero

| (Hohl). T:3:10
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Pettit po

M Eric Pettit goes 4-for-4 with five runs to
lead West Lawn past Banko’s and keep its
season alive.

By Darryl Grumling
Eagle/Tmes

When the electricity went off prior to West Lawn’s

Pennsylvania Region 2 Tournament game Wednesday,
some may have seen it as a bad omen for the Owls.

But with the scoreboard and various other plug-in de-

o . \l;ilees rendered inopera-

P : i " ble much of the alternoon,

;x‘;,g‘;:%e;g stays allve, + Eric Pettit provided a

e v e - . power surge of his own -

one which sparked West

Lawn to a 16-10 elimination victory over Banko’s at Owls
Field. ,

Pettit went 4-for4 with five runs and reached base in
all six plate appearances as the Owls (36-5) bounced back
from Tuesday's late first-round loss to North Parkland
and advanced to today’s 4 p.m. elimination game against
Lower Macungie.

“Eric is definitely a pick-me-up type player for us,”
West Lawn coach Tony Matz I1I said.

Pettit did plenty to pick up the Owls after Northampton
League No. 2 seed Banko’s (18-11) struck for a run - and its
only lead - on David Morgan’s first-inning RBI double.

In the West Lawn half, the speedy oulfielder roped a
one-out single up the middle to start a rally, which was
capped by a two-run single by Tony Cipolla to put the
Owls up to stay at 2-1.

Pettit legged out an infield single and also scored dur-
ing a five-run second, then beat out a bunt and scored
during a three-run third that made it 10-1.

“My role is to get on and score runs however I can,” Pet-
tit said. “And I'll do whatever I gotta do to help us win.”

Petlit can do a lot of different things for the Owls at the
plate, on the field or in the dugout.

He entered state regionals with a 405 average and 55
runs out of the two-hole, combining with leadoff man
Regan Carroll to set the table for the dangerous middle of
the order.

Defensively, Pettit has been not only utilized in the

wers Owls to win

SCOREBOARD

UHLENBERG 13
[ PERKIOMEN - 4

BANKO'S 10

THE BIRCHES . 9
LOWER MACUNGIE 6

N. PARKLAND  LATE
FRACKVILLE  GAME |

TODAY’S GAMES

W Muhlenberg vs. North
Parkland-Frackville
loser, 12:30 p.m.

B West Lawn vs. Lower
Macungie,4 p.m.

b : _m .;‘:II---; w : :_‘ ‘- :-

West Lawn'’s Eric Pettit eludes the tag of Banko's ca
score Wednesday.

outfield, but is also the team’s back-up catcher and an
emergency infielder and pitcher. )

And off the field, the 17-year-old provides a heavy dose
of intensity to a team whose leaders are hest character-
ized as laid-back.

“Eric is the type of kid who seems to be constantly hus-
tling,” said Malz. “But what we like about him the most is
that he’s the kind of player who will absolutely do what-
ever you ask him to.”

That includes taking pitches, which the normally free-
swinging Peltit did patiently in drawing walks in his
fourth. and fifth plate appearances, Then in the eighth,
Pettil capped what he called “one of my best games ever”
by lacing a leadoff triple off the left-field fence to begin a

tcher Mario D'Angelo to

Eagle/Times: Ryan McFadden @ The Birches vs. North

Parkland-Frackville
winner, 7:30

two-run inning that made it 16-8.

“We didn’t want this to be the final game, especially for
the seniors,” Pettit said. “So getting that early lead was
real important.”

Josh Yocum and Brad Binder (three RBIs apiece) and
Carroll (three runs) were also important for the Owls,
who took advantage of 11 walks.

Banko’s, which outhit West Lawn 19-14 and got four hits
from leadoff man Joey Bubba, crept within 10-6 on Chris
Billiard’s RBI double in the fifth. But the Owls took com-
mand for good in a four-run sixth, highlighted by Carroll's
two-run triple.

“We came back strong today,” said Pettit. “We usually
do after a loss.”
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Yocum
a big hit
in win

M After a slow start in the
Pennsylvania Region 2
" Tournament, Josh Yocum’s
bat comes alive for West
Lawn in a victory over
Lower Macungie.

By Darryl Grumling -
Eagle/Times S :

Last summer, Josh Yocum
turned the Pennsylvania Region 2
Legion Tournament his own per-
‘sonal hitting clinic. )

The sweet-swinging West Lawn
outfielder was to Allentown’s Bi-
centennial Park what Sammy Sosa
is to Wrigley Field, belting the
baseball all tourney long in lead-
ing the Owls to their first state re-
gional crown. -

Which is why Yocum’s sluggish
start in the first two days of this
year's Region 2 Tournament was
mystifying to himself, his team-
mates and West Lawn coach To.
Matz ITL A

And when Yocum hit into a dou-
ble play in his first time up in
Thursday’s elimination game
against Lower Macungie, the lefty.
slugger had just two singles to
show for his previous nine at-bats—
an uncharacteristic performance
from a player North Parkland
coach Terry Stoudt referred to two
nights earlier as “the best hitter in
the state.” _ _

“The last couple of days I knew I
wasn’t getting the job done,” Yocum
admitted. “I was disappointed in

West Lawn’s Tony Cipolla, center,

the eighth inning Thursday.

“well. Today at BP; I just tried to

concentrate on hitting it on the
barrel of the bat. I told myselfto at-
tack the ball, and things would
happen.”

Yocum began to make things
happen in the fourth inning, lacing
a leadoff double and eventually
scoring on a wild pitch to get the
Owls within 3-2. He also singled in

ed a towering three-run homer to
right - his team-leading seventh —
for the final margin.

“Josh hadnt been swinging up
to his standards, and when he
came up with the bases loaded (in
the eighth), we certainly couldn’t
afford another bad -at-bat,” Matz
said. “I was thinking we might
have to have him take some pitch-

is greeted at home plate N#QIEEBQ a

Eagle/Times: Diane Staskowski
three-run hom e run in -

with a four-spot in the top of the
seventh, Brad Binder’s two-run
double starting the rally. After
Mike Schaeffer (9-1) worked a per-
fect seventh, tiring Lower Ma-
cungie starter Ryan Amey hit
Regan Carroll with the bases
loaded to tie it in the top of eighth,
then West Lawn unloaded on re-
liever Brett Stephenson in closing

some of my at-bats, and I'thinkIwas the sixth and delivered a run-scor- es, but when I asked him how he it out with 15 unanswered runs
pushing myself a little.” ing groundout in the seventhtocap felt, he felt good. I just figured he’s  over the last three innings.
Fortunately for the Owls, afourrun rally. ; 18, and I'd let him decide.” Pettit went 3-for<4 with two runs

Yocum found his stroke before it

was too late in helping West Lawn

extend its season with an 188 vic-

tory at Owls Field.

. Yocum went 4-for-6 with six
RBIs, two doubles and a three-run

homer for West Lawn (37-5), which

But Yocum was far from fin-
ished, saving his two best at-bats
for the final two innings.

In the eighth, after West Lawn
had rallied to take its first lead at
9-8 on Eric Pettit’s RBI single,
Yocum hit a bases-loaded ground-

Matz had some tough decisions
of his own to make regarding the
Owls pitching, pulling starter Matt

. Fidler in the top of the fifth of 2 3-3

game after Steve Parr hit a leadoff
double. Parr wound up scoring
later in the inning, then Lehigh

and two RBIs in an 18-hit attack for
West Lawn, while Martin was 4-for-
5 with five RBIs for Lower Ma-
cungie. )

“For the first six innings, it felt
like we were fighting an uphill bat-
tle,” Matz said. “We had opportuni-

will face Northampton League top rule double over the right-field Valley League runner-up Lower ti€s, but we just couldn’t get the
seed The Birches in an elimina- fence. Tony Cipolla followed with Macungie (24-11) gotfourunearned lead, and it was starting to get frus-
tion game today at 7:30 p.m. . a three-run homer to left to high- runs in its sixth - the big blow a trating. There was a knocking on

“I did so well last year, I guessI lightan eight-run inningthat made  two-run double by Brian Martin — the door, but we wouldn't open it.”
thought I could justgo outand doit it 15-8. to make it 8-3. Until Yocum and company

again,” Yocum said. “But the last
noE&m games I wasn’t swinging

Then in the ninth, in his final
plate appearance, Yocum launch-

But with their mmmm_ou on the
line, the Owls answered right back

broke it down with a late-inning of-
fensive barrage.

WEST LAWN LOWER MACUNGIE
abr hbl " mbrhbl
Camoli3b 4 4 2 1 Pantt 5220
Petiit rf 4232 Santayss 2211
Bmder §212Matnct 5145
Yocuncd 6346 Lod 4121
Cipolass 4 12 3 Oswaltd 1000
Stacherskif 3 0 0 0 Funkip 5010
Schastlerp 2 1 1 0 Ameyp 4000
Schulizc © 51 2 1 Stephensnp0 0 0 0
Fidier p 1000 Frezp 0000
impinkp 1000 2Zsiac ~ 3110
Zmmerman 21 1 0 Frazierc 0000
Hoht 2b uuoou%mauc mwmw
i ..ooooW!Bnnu 0000
Totals | 40181615 Totals 36 812 u.
West Lawn 001 110 4831816 3
Lower Macungle 201 014 000-8 12 2
! P
vaEEm.g.Za;:Owﬁ___.U“
Sﬁg...r;:wﬂnﬁsrrom“
Waest Lawn 6, Lower Macunpie 6. 28:
waﬁwq.gm.v.wJNwwuﬂwi._uﬁ%
! th, Martin. HR: Cipolla, Yocum, Lo.
Cipolla, Pettit, Stacherski, Moyer, wn__....
" tay, SB: Hohi, Lo, Martin, Santay. CS:
riin.
Marin ° H R ERBBSO
Fidier 4 6 4 4 1 2
Irmpini 2% 4 4 0 0 O
Patit s 0 0 0 0 O
Schastter W, 8-1 1 {1 0 0 0 O
Frees 2 1 0,0 0.2
Lower Macungle
Amey L, 7-1 ? 7 10 J ,m m w
‘n 3
wﬁﬂ.&.ﬂg 123 3 3 3 1 1
WP: Amay 2. HBP: by Amay (Pettit), by
Impink ..mwo_.:w&. by Impink nNmE._u by
Amey (Hohi), by Amey (Carroll). T: 3:16.




' today at 12:30 p.m. at Owls Field,

DING TIMES

West Lawn won’t wilt;

SaTURDAY, Juiy 31,1999 e D5’

advances to final day

..l After losing their open-

ing game of the Region 2
Legion Tournament, the
Owls crawl to within a win
of their second straight
championship game.

. By Darryl Grumling

\ Eagle/Times

\

When West Lawn and Muhlen-
berg last met 11 days ago, the
derks Legion League champi-
onship was at stake.

Today, the two county rivals
will square off again, this time
with a berth in the Pennsylvania
Region 2 Tournament champi-
onship game on the line.

v

Berks champion West Lawn -

continued its rally through the
losers bracket of the double-elim-
ination tournament Friday night,
defeating tourney unbeaten The
Birches 184 at Owls Field.

The defending Region 2 champ
Owls (38-5) and A’s (25-12) meet

with the winner facing Northamp-

' ton League top seed The Birches

- (23-7D approxxmately 30 minutes
' afterward.

It will be the fifth meeting be-

i tween the two Western Division

rivals, with West Lawn having
won three of the first four games,
including an 11-1 victory in the
Berks championship.

“We just have to take it one
game at a time,” said first base-
man Brad Binder. “And then take

it from there.” \

With Thursday's dramatic 13-12
winners bracket final victory as-
suring The Birches of its first Re-
gion 2 title-game appearance,
coach John Konawalik wasn't
about to use any valuable pitch-
ing.

Konawalik started 16-year-old

" righty Bobby Snyder, who didn't

have a decision all season. Need-
less to say, West Lawn’s potent
lineup took care of matters.

Binder went 5-for-5 with two
runs to lead a 19-hit barrage
against five different pitchers as
the Owls won their third straight
game after opening the double-
elimination tourney with a 74
lIoss to North Parkland Tuesday.

West Lawn coach Tony Matz III,
on the other hand, wasn’t about to
take any chances, sending ace
Mike Schaeffer to the mound.
Schaeffer (10-1), who earned the
victory in Thursday’s come-from-
behind 188 win over Lower Ma-
cungie, went the route on a seven-
hitter and struck out six.

“There’s no way you can think
about tomorrow (today) before
taking care of this game,” Matz
said. “We saw what those guys had
done the first three days, and
knew that this was the way to go.”

The Birches took the early lead
on an RBI double by Mike Borger
(2-for4, three RBIs) in the first in-
ning, but West Lawn answered
with two in its half, when Eric Pet-
tit doubled in a run and scored on
a sacrifice fly by Josh Yocum.

West Lawn sent 11 batters to.
the plate in a seven-run third, the
big blows an RBI double by
Binder and run-scoring singles by
Yocum, Shane Stacherski and
Dave Schultz

“It was a total team effort,”
Binder said. “Mike pitched a
great game, we played good de-
fense behind him and our-offense
gave us plenty of opportunities.”

Yocum went 2-for4 with three
RBIs and three runs and Stacher-
ski was 2-for<4 with three RBIs for
West Lawn, which got multi-hit
games from seven different play-
ers.

“I was real happy with the way -
we came out and took care of busi-
ness,” Matz said. “This has been
our typical offensive effort most
of the year, and it was nice to see
it in a game like this.” -

The Owls hope they can turn
today into a repeat of last year’s
final day, when they routed Moun-
tainville 17-3 and 13-3 at Allen-
town’s Bicentennial Park to earn
their first Region 2 title.

The Region 2 champion will ad-
vance to next week’s Pennsylva-
nia State Tournament at St.
Mary's, which begins Tuesday. .

“We're hoping the experience
factor is on our side,” Binder said.

“We have the momentum going
pretty well, and we’re going to
have to keep it going, seeing a
team for the fifth time,” Matz
said. “But hopefully our kids
know what kind of day it's going
to be.”

WEST LAWN
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G EAGLE

Eagle/Times: John A Secoges
88» Lawn :wv».—.u:mﬁ. w—,wn— Impink throws six innings of five-
hit ball Saturday, helping the Owls win their second mﬂﬁw&»
vgnmc_cu-:m Region 2 n—.m:.v.oamr_v

It didn’t take long for West
Lawn’s Legion team to send a
message in Saturday after-
noon’s Pennsylvania Region 2
Tournament elimination game
against Berks rival E:Emnvﬁ.m
at Owls Field.

A 10-batter, six-run first in-
ning gave everybody a pretty
good indication that the Owls
meant business, and it sparked
i| an 11-5 victory that finally fin-
ished the remarkable season of
the A’s. .

“There’s nothing like setting
the tone like that,” said West
_ Lawn coach Tony Matz IT1. .

worked out of a two-on, two-out
jam in the first inning, Regan
Carroll drew a leadoff walk and
scored on Eric Pettit’s triple.
Brad Binder followed with a
sacrifice fly, then two walks set
the stage for Shane Stacherski’s
two-run triple. Dave Schultz

Big first lifts West Lawn past

Muhlenberg in early game

After starter Tony oﬁozw.

and Dennis Zimmerman also

doubled in runs in an inning in -

853»:?5.9&556#@5
for extra bases. ;

Cipolla (8-0) struck osn five
and allowed six hits over seven
innings for his second tourna-
ment victory. Josh Yocum went
3-for-3 with a homer, three runs
and three RBIs and Pettit was
3-for<4 with two runs in a 12-hit
attack for West Lawn, which
beat the Berks runner-up A's
(25-13) for the fourth time in
five meetings.

Tim Heinly went N.mon.h with
a run for Muhlenberg, which
edged within 7-3 in a three-run
third capped by Matt Nye's RBI
single, but the Owls answered
with single runs in their third
and fourth, then made it 11-3 on
Yocum's two-run homer in the
sixth.

— Darryl Grumling

» West Lawn

Continued from Page D1

“The funny thing is that sm.

probably | had three or four pitch-
ers to spare,” Matz said.
Northampton League top seed
The Birches (23-8), comprised of
several players from Saylorsburg’s

1998 Junior Legion state champi-

onship squad, started ace lefty

. Mike woammq. who had thrown just

two innings Tuesday.

But Borger (5-3) was no match
for an Owls lineup that scored 85
runs over its last five games in
breaking its own Region 2 record
for runs (89) in a tournament, set
last year (80).

After Eric wmg” tripled and
scored on Binder’s groundout in

. the first :EE@. West Lawn took
. command in a five-run $econd

keyed by Hohl’s two-run single.
Hoh! doubled in another run in
the third, Schultz singled in two
more in the fourth and Binder had
an RBI double in the fifth and a
vwmmm‘_owama a._w_m in a mﬁl.:b
sixth.

-“This was a prime example of

uos solid our lineup is,” Hohl -
said. “Everyone can mo out and do -

some damage.”

Which The w:.owmw moEa ocﬁ 3
for the third straight meeting dat- .
ing back to last year’s winners’
bracket semifinal. Over that span, |

the Owls have won g a Snﬁ mar-
gin of 67-12.
“We needed to EMQ §E a lot

“'more a lot more emotion and in- .

tensity, especially against a team
as relentless as them,” said The
Birches coach John Konawalik,
whose team was making its first
title-game appearance.

West Lawn, on the other hand,
had beaten Mountainville twice on
the final day last.year and ap-
peared to rely on that experience
throughout the day. . :

“1t was like deja vu,” Matz said.

I think last year helped a lot,”
said Schultz. “It helped us be more
relaxed today; we knew we just
had to come out and perform.” .

The Owls hope their impressive

performance carries over fo next
week’s Pennsylvania State Tourna-
ment at St. Mary’s, where they
open against Region 7 champion
State College ﬁ.v@ Tuesday at 5:05
pm. .
“This feels mnmw ” Impink said.
“It would have been better if it
wasn't so much of a blowout, but
we were confident the whole day.
From the time we started, all we
were thinking about was 18 in-
nings.”




Owls 'hope second straight trip to states is a hoot

B Saturday brought West
Lawn a second straight
Region 2 Legion title. Now
the Owls want to make a
better impression at
states.

to Saturday, Schaeffer, Cipolla,
Kyle Frees, Impink, Jon Rudisill
and Fidler held The Birches and
Mublenberg to just 12 total runs.

“We fought real hard to get
here,” Binder said, “and now we
want to make the most of it.”

State College, which routed
DuBois 22-8 Friday for its third
straight Region 7 title, features a
dangerous lineup led by Penn
State freshman Chris Wright (586,

PA,

- MWHEN, WHERE: Tuesday through Saturday /St.Mary's,
- W WHO'S COMPETING: Reglon 2  champion West Lawn, Region 3
.~ champ Paoli; Region 4 champ Hanover, Reglon & champ Mon-
~ toursville, Hegion:s_champ_ Moon Township, Region 7 champ State
- College, Ragion 8 champ;Hopewell-and*host:'-'St:.Ma'iy's;- S
.M FORMAT: Double elimination; Sl Nl
B AT STAKE: The winner and runner-up will each advance to national :
regional play Aug. 13-17. One team will compete in the Mid-Atlantic
Region 2 Tournament at Morgantown, W.Va., while the other will

LEGION STATE TOURNAMENT '

By Darry! Grumling
Eagle/Times
During West Lawn’s two previ-

ous appearances in the Pennsylva-
nia State Legion Tournament, the
Owls didn’t even have to travel out-
side Berks County.

In 1991, West Lawn qualified for
states when Boyertown hosted the

event, and last year, the Owls
" themselves played host fo the
eight-team tournament,

“I3eing in such a very familiar
surrounding, you just didn't get
that feeling of being in a state tour-
nament,” said Tony Matz III. “You
didn’t get that feeling of traveling
and being away from home.”

That won't be the problem this
week, when the Region 2 champi-
on Owls make the 41p trip to St
Mary’s - an Elk County town of
5,500 in Pennsylvania’s northwest
portion - for the state tournament.

Berks champion West Lawn (40-
5) has a tough opening-round draw,
meeting Region 7 champ State Col-
lege (46-6) Tuesday at 5:05 p.m.
State College returns much of the
team that last year finished second
‘in the state hefore winning the
Northeast Regional and advancing
to the semifinal round of the
American Legion World Series in
Las Vegas,

In other openers Tuesday, Re-
gion 3 champion Paoli (33-5) meets
Region 8 champ Hopewell (28-6) at
10:05 a.m., Region 6 champ Moon

first state title,

compete in the Great Lakes Region & Tournament at Midiand, Mich.
ETUESDAY'S FIRST-ROUND MATCHUPS: Paoli vs, Hopewell, 10:05

a.m.; Mantoursville vs, Moon: Township, to follow; West Lawn vs.

State College, 5:05; Hanover vs. St. Mary’s, to follow. 7
W LAST YEAR: Caln defeated State College 9-1 at' Wast Lawn for Its

Township (27-3) faces Region 5
champ Montoursville (27-5) at 1:05
p.m., and Region 4 champ Hanover
(23-3) faces host St, Mary’s at 8:05
p.m. :

The double-elimination tourna-
ment continues through Saturday,
with the champion and runner-up
each advancing to national region-
al play - either at Morgantown,
W.V,, or Midland, Mich, - Aug. 13-
17

The Owls, who won the 1962
state crown and are making their
fourth tournament appearance,
are hoping to bounce back from
last year’s two-and-out exit, when
they lost 4-1 to eventual champion
Caln and 13-1 to Mount Lebanon,

“I think it was a good lesson,”
Owls first baseman Brad Binder
said. “I think we were a little vul-
nerable to really good pitching last
year, but I think this year we've all
worked on different things and are
better prepared for the tourna-
ment. Plus, we only had one 18-

year-old, and didn’t have that kind
of experience.”

Matz is hoping the Owls’ rely on
their experience from last week,
when they rallied from a first-
round loss to North Parkland to
win five straight games - including
two Saturday - and earn their see-
ond straight Region 2 crown.

“I think they know now that the
strength of this team can really

‘show the longer we stay alive in

these tournaments,” Matz said.

West Lawn’s main strength is a
potent lineup led by Binder (521,
68 RBIs), Josh Yocum (421, 8 HR,
68 RBIs), Tony Cipolla (.438, 79
runs) and Eric Pettit (438, 70 runs),
Last week, the Owls scored a Re-
gion 2-record 89 runs in six games,
breaking their previous mark of 80
set last summer,

But the team also has plenty of”

pitching depth in righties Mike
Schaeffer (10-1), Brad Impink (6-0),
Matt Fidler (7-0) and Cipolla (8-0).
Over a 27-inning span from I'riday

4 HRs in regionals), Andy Leakey
(.619 in regionals), Asa Grunen-
wald and Dave Wernecle, who had
three homers and seven RBIs in
Friday’s earlier 23-11 rout of Belle-
fonle.

Paoli and Moon Township are
each making their first state tour-
nament appearances. Paoli
stunned perennial power Yardley
Weslern by winning two games (12-
5, 17-10) for the Region 3 title Sat-
urday, while Moon Township
scored eight runs in the top of the
ninth for a 14-10 victory over
Mount Lebanon in the Region 6
{inal.

Montoursville, which beat
Greater Piltston 19-10 for the Re-
gion b title Saturday, is making ils
third state appearance, including
a second-place finish in 1987, when
Mile Mussina was the staff ace,

Hanover is led by blue-chip
lefly prospect Mark Phillips, who
struck out 17 in Saturday’s 11-1 Re-
gion 4 championship win over
Quarryville. Hopewell, which de-
fealed Linesville 9-2 for the Re-
gion 8 crown, is making its seventh
state appearance since 1982, with
its best finish third at Muhlenberg
in 1994, St, Mary’s (24-4), which
went 2-2 in the Region 8 tourney
and was eliminated by Hopewell,
last qualified for states in 1991,

Eagle/Times: Ryan McFadden
West Lawn’s Josh Yocum: .421 average, eight homers, 68 RBIs.
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Owls’ Binder
has a book
on hitting

By Darryl Grumling
Eagle|Times

Trving to pick out a single play or perfor-
mance that defines Brad Binder is almost as
tough as trying to strike out the slugging
West Lawn first baseman.

You could point to his five-RBI, three
extra-base-hit effort in Saturday’s Region 2

-Sees - championship game

" OWLS - winover TheBirches.
T ~ - You could look at
_ Omvmzmmw - any of the three five-
- B WHAT:; West ~ hit games he has en-
" Lawn's . - Joyed this season. Or

opening - .- choose between one of
" gameinthe - the countless slick de-
.- "double= < +7.: fensive stops he has
© elimination - = .Emmmgﬁwm field.

. o ey But the one mo-
s Wmmvﬂw Ewﬁm%ﬁﬂ% ' ment that probably
i O SRR wmma Jewmmm w:amu.
_ 3 appene nearly
: IMMW%M%MM& - three weeks ago, in the
: BWHEN: 5:05 - Owls’ Berks Legion
= 9:U9 . = League playoff opener
i pm.today inst Exet
WWHERE: St “°n his first
£ : In his first at-bat of
. Marys the postseason, .the

lefty-swinging Binder
launched a three-run homer well over the
rightfield fence at Owls Field to officially
christen West Lawn’s playoff run.

“That was the right way to get the play-
offs under way,” Binder said. “I was so fired
up about the playoffs finally being here. It
was time.” .

The last 11 games, during the Berks and
Region 2 playoffs, definitely have been
Binder’s time to shine. Heading into today’s
Pennsylvania State Tournament opener
against State College (46-6) at St Mary’s at 5:05
pan., the three-year starter leads the team in
average (521), slugging percentage (887), hits
(74) and doubles (25), and he shares the team
lead with Josh Yocum in RBIs (78).

“With Brad,” said Owls coach Tony Matz
11, “there are no peaks and valleys, just a
straight-across line.”

See Binder;, Page D3 W

West Lawn first baseman Brad Binder models his hitting approach
Fame third baseman Mike Schmidt.

Eagle/Times: Ryan McFadden

after his hero, Philadelphia Phillies Hall of

V‘.wwu&mu.

Continued from Page D1

Line is a good term to use when
speaking of Binder’s hitting, which
more often than not produces
ropes to all parts of the field.

“1 really don’t try
homers,”

1try to hitit on a line.”

Binder credits a lot of his hitting
philosophy and intense focus at the
plate to his idol growing up, former
Phillies great Mike Schmidt.

“I have his book, The Mike
Schmidt Study,” Binder said. “It's
basically my hitting bible. It's as
in-depth a hitting book as I've ever

: said Binder,
“_ nonetheless has five of them. “I
i don’t try to drive it out of the parlg;

seen. He was my favorite player,
but the frustrating thing is that I
wanted to play third base like him,
but I never could because I was
left-banded.” .

Instead, Binder made the logi-
cal move to first, where he has
been a mainstay for the Owls over
the last three seasons.

“His fielding alone is just out-
standing,” Matz said. “I'm not just
talking about picking the occasion-
al ball in the dirt. Just the way he
fields around the base is special.
His fielding is arguably as good as
I've ever seen at first base around
here.”

But what impresses most peo-
ple about Binder is his overall
presence in the batters box. Try to
challenge him and he will turn on
a fastball with ease. Try to pitch

to hit
who

him away and he will shoot the
ball down the third-base line. And
try to strike him out. . .. It's been
done just four times in 182 plate
appearances this year.

“«I'm really just trying to take
what they give me,” said Binder,
who credited the rest of the lineup
for giving him plenty of opporfuni-
ties. “You know you're going to see
a lot of good pitches when Yocum
bats behind you, and with Regan
(CarrolD) and Eric (Pettit) on base
all the time, there are a lot of
chances to drive runs in.”

There was once a chance that
Binder would follow in the foot-
steps of his father, Rick, a standout
basketball player and highly suc-
cessful coach at Reading High who
is the head coach at Steel-High.
But Brad’s enthusiasm for basket-

ball began to diminish, and by the
time he reached high school he
had already decided baseball was
his sport.

“] played (basketball) up until

ninth grade, but for whatever rea-
son I just didn't really take to the
sport,” he said. “The way I looked
at it, if I wanted to play a sport, I
wanted to play it well.”

And during his stellar Legion

career with the Owls, Binder has
played his chosen sport about as
well as anyone.




Dahlen shuts down
‘West Lawn — again

I For the second tune thls

“ season, Hanover pitcher Don
Dahlen beats the Owls, who
face an elimination game.

By Darryl Grumling
Eagle/Times'

ST. MARYS — At 5-11 153 pounds, the
bespectacled Don Dahlen isn’t exactly
the most imposing figure on the mound.

Heck, you'd figure the 18-year-old
Hanover . pitcher
would more likely be | HANDVER 4
keeping the score- ST K]
book than taking the
hill for Wednesday’s Pennsylvania State
Tournament winners bracket semifinal
against West Lawn.

To the Owls, however, Dahlen must've
looked as if he had a giant ‘S’on the front
of his jersey.

. Because for the second tlme thls sea-
son, the side- armmg right-hander did
somethmg that, in 47 games, only four
other pitchers have accomplished once

'—earn avictory over West Lawn.

Dahlen struck out four and allowed
nine hits over seven-plus innings before
turning it over to ace Mark Phillips, who
locked down a 4-1 victory at Berwind
Park.

“It was really frustrating all day,”
Owls first baseman Brad Binder said.
“But we just have to put it behind us and
keep fighting.” )

Region 4 champion Hanover (25-3) ad-
vances to tonight’s 7:35 p.m. winners

bracket final against Paoli, which beat °

Montoursville 124. Berks and Region 2
champ West Lawn (41-6) faces Region 8
champ Hopewell (28-7) in an elimination
game today at 12:05 p.m. ‘
" “Our lineup had to give some support
today, but we didn't get any,” said Owls
coach Tony Matz III, whose team was
held to its lowest offensive output of the
season. “We had to score more than one
run against these guys.” X
West Lawn’s Brad Impink gave Matz a
complete-game effort, striking out six
and scattering 11 hits. But the only sup-
port came in the bottom of the second,
when Andy Hohl’s two-out single to left
scored Tony Cipolla to make it 1-0.
' Hanover drew even in the third on a
two-out RBI double by Jeréxy Becker G-

for«'i) then went up to stayw:th a Lhree-run

. third keyed by Phillips’ long solo homer to
_ rightand Dahlen's two-run single.

That would prove to be enough for
Dahlen (5-2), who had gone 8% innings of
an 8-5 non-league win over West Lawn in
May. Changing speeds effectively and
moving the ball all over the strike zone,
he continued to confound a lineup that
had averaged more than 15 runs over its
past six games.

“Donny's got such a unique motlon and
he’s got a lot of movement on his ball N
Hanover coach Troy Wentz said. “He won't
get a lot of strikeouts, but not too many

teams hit the ball well against him.” -

West Lawn finally seemed to solve

.Dahlen in the fifth, when Impink, Regan

Carroll and Eric Pettit singled consecu-
tively to load the bases with one out.
Dahlen then fell behind Binder 3-0 be-
fore eventually getting him to hit into a
4-6-3 double play.

“That one took the biggest wind out of

our sails,” Matz said. “We didn’t have .

many opportunities early, but we seemed
close to getting him as the game went on.”

- The Owls finally chased Dahlen in the
eighth, when Carroll and Pettit each sin-
gled to put runners on first and second
with nobody out. But with Binder and
Josh Yocum, both left-handers, coming
up, Wentz immediately summoned

Phillips, a blue-chip prospect whose fast- -

ball has been clocked in the low 90s.
Phillips, who preserved a three-run
lead and escaped a two-on, one-out jam
in the eighth inning of Tuesday’s 6-1 vic-
tory over host St. Mary’s, set the tone
early by blowing away Binder on a 2-2

fastball. It was only the fifth time Binder:

had fanned in 199 plate appearances.

Then, after walking Yocum to load the
bases, Phillips struck out Cipolla and got
Shane Stacherski to ground to second to
end the threat. He worked a perfect
ninth,

“It was tough after seeing such a dif-
ference (than Dahlen),” Binder said.
“Maybe if we see him (Phillips) from the
beginning of the game, we could do some-
thing the second time around the lineup.
Now our job is to just get the opportunity
to see him again.” .

“We just have to come out ready to
play tomorrow (today),” Matz said. “If we
show any doubts, it could be an unfortu-
nate way to end the s¢ son.” o

Legion

Pennsylvania State
Tournament

At Borwind Park, S1. Marys

Wednesday's resulls

Winners brackel: Hanover 4, West Lawn 1;
Paoli 12, Montoursville 4

Elimination games: Hopewell 3, Moon Town-
ship 0 (Moen Township sliminated); State
College 3, St. Mary's 0, susp. rain.

Today's games

Suaponded game: State Coliege vs. SL
Mary's, 8 a.m.

Elimination games: Wes! an: VE.
Hopawell, 12:05 p.m.; State Collage-St.
Mary's winner vs, Momoursvllka 1o follow.

Winners brackel final: Hanover vs. Paoti,
7:35 pm.

HANOVER WESTLAWN

abr hbl sbrhbl
Boyd2b. 5000 Canoliab 4020
Kotula3b 5020 Patlitl, 4020
| Philips ¥ 4211 Bindertb 3010
Backerd 5131 JYoumed 3000
Salbartcf 30 1 0 Cipollass 4120
Stevensonc 4 0 1 0 Stacherskifi3 0 0 0
Smithib 3110 Schutzc 4000
Dahlenp 101 2Hohi2b 4011
Gartrelif  0°0 0 0 Impinkp 3010
Noslss ~ 4010 Shipeph 1000
Totalsa 34411 4 Totals 331891
Hanover 001 030 0004110

West Lawn......_....010 000 000-1 9 1
E: Pattit. LOB: Hanover 9, West Lawn 8.
DP: Hanaver 1, West Lawn 1. 2B: Back-
er, Kotula. HR: Phillips, SB: Smith. CS*
Binder, SH: Dehlen 2, Siabart. -

P B RERBB SO

11 1 4
0
4

Hanover
Dahlen, W 7 9
Phillips, S 2 o 0
West Lawn

4

1 4
Impink, L 9 1 3 6

‘| WP: Impink 2.

T:2:28
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Owls rally for ‘huge’ win

W West Lawn overcomes a 6-0
deficit and stuns tournament
favorite State College in a
10-inning thriller.

By Darryl Grumling
Eagle/Tinies

ST.MARY'S — As West Lawn m:onmﬁou
Tony Cipolla.ranged across the second-
base bag, fielded Justin Callahan's
grounder and fired to first for the final
out, no one knew quite how to celebrate
the Owls’ Pennsylvania State Tournament
first-round victory Tuesday.

They didn’t know whether to rejoice
after a thrilling 8-7, 10-inning win over
tournament favorite State College at

Berwind Park.
"Or breathe a huge sigh of after reliever
Mike Schaeffer escaped a bases-loaded

situation in .the Ei

bottom of the 10th.
7

Orsimply check FTFTITITIN
their collective
pulses after a heart-stopper worthy of a
championship clash than opening a»w
matchup.
" “This,” said Owls coach .H.osw Matz E
“was a huge momentum-builder”.
- Especially considering that Berks and
Region 2 champion West Lawn (41-5) ral-

final against Region 4 champion Hanover,
which beat St. Mary’s 6-1 Tuesday. °

Schaeffer, who

Eric Pettit's two-out single in the top of
the.10th scored Andy Hohl with the go-
ahead run as the Owls snapped a three-
game losing streak in states dating back to

‘1992,

“This group of guys has been "ommﬂ:mn
since little league, and we've never given
up until the final out,” said .Schaeffer (11-
1), who struck out five and threw five in-
nings of four-hit ball. “We never feel as if
we're out of it.”

Heading into the sixth, however, things
didn’t look too cn_mgmmm_:mﬁ State College

* (46-7), which has scored 102 runs in six re-
lied from a 6-0 deficit after five innings to
earn a spot in today's winners bracket:

gional games, has three college players on
its roster and returns most of a team that
advanced to the American bmm_on World
Series _mmn year.

Star shortstop Chris Wright, who played
for Penn State this spring, launched a tow-
ering two-run homer to left-center in the
first inning, then hit a solo shot to right in
third to make it 3-0. Then the Region 7
champs scored three more unearned runs
in the third. Third baseman Regan Car-
roll’s error allowed a run to score, and the
next batter, Kevin Conklin, hit a two-run
homer to make it 6-0..

“At that point, it was pretty rough,” Pet-
tit said. “We may have had some nerves
going in, but we definitely didn’t come out
with our ‘A’ game.” .

It was Pettit who helped turn the game
around by beating out a one-out infield

See Owls, Page D5 »

P Owls

Continued from Page D1

single to open a seven-run sixth
that chased Jmu@ Dan Sowash,
who was cruising with a z:.mm\r;
shutout through five.

Pettit ‘scored on a throwing
error on Brad Binder’s single,
then Josh Yocum ripped a two-
run homer to right to get West
Lawn.on the board. Hohl and
pinch-hitter Eric Shipe each had
RBI singles and Carroll singled in
two more to make it 7-6.

Matz immediately went to

t

didn't start,
partly Umnmcmm
he threw 142
innings in last
week’s Region
2 Tournament,
and partly cm-
cause the Owls

f e 1 t

. junkballing

Josh Yocum righty Jon Ru-
. 2-for-5, 2 RBIs disill could
keep State

College’s aggressive lineup om..
balance.

"When we took Rudy o_:n Q.S.
Kyle ‘Frees in the fifth) and we

were down 3-0, I was mE_ wmub&:
Matz said. “Our objective was to
cut the number of innings in this
game down to like three or four
And when we got the lead, we rma

. to bring in Mike.”

State College got its lone 2.5

off Schaeffer'in the seventh, when'

Pettit failed to make a diving
catch on Asa Grunenwald’s two-
out drive to right — resulting in a
double — and Conklin (5-for-5,

three RBIs) mo:osmn by _ma_um an '
.RBI single.

But mosmma,ﬂ. retired Em next
eight batters, then gutted it out
after xooawzn.m single, Andy

rmmwmwm Dm_amnm choice, Um<m
Wernecke' s single and pinch-hit-
ter Dave Burkhard's walk loaded
the bases with two outs for the
leadoff-hitting Callahan. .

“Our kids didn't want to start
two big tournaments losing the
first game,” said Matz, referring
to last week’s 74 first-round loss
to North Parkland. “It was real
important to get this one, espe-
cially for how much we used
Mike. We lose a game like this,
and it would have been a tough
mood to o‘rmcmm.:

WEST LAWN STATE COULEGE
ab r h bl & r h
Carroll 2 5 0 2 2 Calhand 6 00
Pettit 6.1 3 t Wau2p 51 2
Binder 1b S 1 1 0 Wrightss 4 3 2
Yocumd 5 1 2 2 Rossmanib § 01
Cipolia ss 5 0 2 0 Grunewaldc 521t
Stacherskl I 4 1 0 0 Conkiinlf 515
Schukz ¢ 5 1 3 0 Leakey3 401
Hoh! 2b §:2 2 1 Wemeded 501
Rudisill p 2 0 0 0 Sowashp 100
Freesp 0 0 0 0 Weaverp 200
Shipe ph 1 0 1 | Bukhardph 0 0 0
Zmmermanpe 0 1 0 0
Schaellrp © 2 0 0 0
Totals 45 8 16 7 Totals 2 1713
TTIT L] ..000 007 000 1-8161

Stats
E: Camod, Conklin,

201 030 1000-7 134
Emnn.g_.omiﬂ._g__a

State College 9. DP: State Collega 2. 28: Petlit, Conklin
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Seriously,

Fidler lifts
‘West Hmﬁﬁ

. known for his dugout comedy:

. staff midway through last season,

: ended up being shut down with
- arm trouble early in the 1998

the bench as his teammates -

B Matt Fidler’s sideline humor has .
earned more repute than his right arm

- recently. But on Thursday, the West

Lawn Legion pitcher fires the Owls to
the state SE.meoba final four. ©

. By Darryl m_.EEEn !

Eagle/Times _
ST. MARYS — Won a m:w suo :wmm to Bmwm Em
teammates laugh, Matt Fidler hasn't had too much to
smile about on the baseball field this summer. :
“P've had a pretty rough season,” m&Esoa m.a_mu a

West Lawn Legion pitcher more _° .
Emm._. —.E..__z 10

Fidler, the ace of the Owls’.

Berks playoffs and watched from

earned their first Region 2 title. " .

Then, during scholastic base-
ball season this spring, as most of
the Owls players were helping
Wilson to the county champi-
onship, Fidler was toiling for a
Holy Name team that mEmrmm 6 . R
12 overall. - -

And finally, during Bom_” of his Zwﬁ Fidler -
final Legion season this summer,
the right-hander has lacked both control and consis- ]
tency despite winning all seven of his decisions.

“To be honest, we score so many runs, it’s hard to
lose a game,” Fidler explained. “And I haven't really

|, been pitching against any of the stronger teams we've
¢ played.”

. Thursday afternoon, however, it was Fidler who

t mo» the ball for West Lawn’s Pennsylvania State Tour-
- nament elimination game against Region 8 owaEon
i Hopewell.

And with the Owls’ season on Em _Em it was Fidler

¥ who turned in his best performance in a long while to

highlight a 10-3 victory at Berwind Park. </
- Fidler went the route for the first time this season,

scattering 10 hits and striking out four, as Region 2
* champion West Lawn (42-5) matched its franchise
~ record for victories in advancing to the state tourney’s
* final four. The Owls face Paoli, a 6-1 loser to Hanover
. Thursday night, Samw at 3:35p.m.
.+ “To come out in an elimination game like n:m and .
throw a solid game is a great mwm_Em ” Fidler said. “It

was really the first time I felt in ooua.oH of all of my
pitches.” -

Fidler felt even more in ooun.o_ after the Owls
staked him to a 5-0lead in the first, when Brad Binder

! had a two-run triple, Josh Yocum had an RBI double,
i Andy Hohl had a run-scoring mmEmw_m choice and 5.

dler had an RBI single. -

And after a rocky bottom E&. of the first in sgnd
Hopewell (29-8) bunched together four straight hits
for a run, Fidler never allowed the wommou 8champs a
serious threat,

“Even in the first inning I knew I was throwing
well,” Fidler said. “I was throwing strikes, and actual-
ly n:.oibm too many of them. After the inning, (pitch-
ing coach) Steve (Carroll) took me aside and told me to

See West Lawn, Page C$ ™

» West Lawn
Continued from Page C1°

_Hnmmu the ball off Eo plate o.w and
N ”

Relievers Dan Zm_m and Ray
Antonelli kept the Owls off the

scoreboard for the next four in--
/ nings as Hopewell crept within 5-2,

but Dennis Zimmerman scored on
an error on Hohl’s double in the
sixth and Dave Schultz drew a
bases-loaded walk in the seventh
for some breathing room.

Tony Cipolla then launched a
go.:E homer to left in the ninth
inning. Schultz followed with a
solo shot to almost the same spot to
make it 10-2.

Fidler allowed a two-out RBI
double to Sean Honeywill (¢-for-5)
__m.mhwa n_omEm out the Hﬁ.u;n___ mm
ort. - -

:Ummeme one of the best um&.

formances I've seen from Matt,” -

said Schultz, who drove in two
runs and moonmm two. “He had -

everything working, and after the

first inning he really UE_& him-
self together.”

Which pleased a lot of ame-
mates, coaches and fans who had
been pulling for the likeable Fi-
dler.

«“You've got to be happy for
him,” West Lawn coach Tony Matz
ITI said. “Not only did he throw
possibly his best game, he did it in
a state tournament elimination

WNSO ”
m,on:B and Eric Wmna were

.. each 2-for4 with two runs, Binder

"was 2-for-5 with two RBIs and Zim-
merman and Hohl were each 2-for--
5 as all nine starters contributed to
a 14-hit attack But on this day, the
most valuable contribution for the
Owls came from their pitcher,

“It was tough for me' sitting
through regionals and states last
year,” Fidler said. “And it's kind of
tough knowing that I'm only going
to throw once and a while from -
now on. But we've all got our roles,
from 1-to-18 on this team, and
everybody has to do his uE.ﬁ.. e,

Thursday, Fidler pitched in

pretty nicely to help Wmmw the sea-
son alive.

CLASSIFIED

Readirig Times
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Legion

Thursday's results

eliminated)

elminated)

State College 12, Montoursville 4 (Mon-
toursville efiminated)

Hanover 6, Paoli 1

Today's games

West Lawn vz. Paoi, 3:35 p.m.

State College vs. Hanower, 7:35 p.m.
WESTLAWN - - HOPEWELL |

sbrhbl . - sbrhbi

Camol3d 5110Keamsc 3100
TYocuml 000 O Honeywillp52 4 1
Pettit f 4220Nae3 5011
| Bnder1b 512 2 Poslusoy W4 0 1 1
tJYocumct 4.2 2 { Antonellid 4020
‘ Cipollass 3112 Keenanss 3000
| Schwitze 3212 Duganichib302 0
Zmmerman 51 2 0 Swauber2b 4 00 0
Dietrichpr 0 0 0 O Melnickef 0000
Hohl 2b 5021 Bukasks1000
Fidler p 5011 Guennd 3000
Totals 391014 9 Totals 35310 3
Westiawn......... S00001103-10140
Hopewel ............ 100010001-3103

=
owo © g

HBP: by Nale (Pettit), by Antonelli

3 (Cipolta). T: 2:34.

Pennsylvania Stade Tournament
At Berwind Park, St Marys

State College 13, St Marys 3, compiation
of Tuesday's suspended game (St Marys

West Lawn 10, Hopewell 3 (Hopewslt

E: Bukauskas, Guenin, Keenan. LOB:
West Lawn 8, Hopewell 9. DP: West
Lawn 1. 2B: Hoh! 2, J. Yocum 2, Binder,

H R ER B8 80
10 3 3 4 4
4 4 4 00

110 2 1
8 5 4 2 3




M Josh Yocum gets his birthday
wish: a victory over Paoli in a
Pennsylvania State Legion
tournament elimination game.

By Darryl Grumling
Eagle/Times

ST. MARYS — Josh Yocum had a few.
words of advice for his .

|WEST LAWN 11]
PAOLL 8

West Lawn Legion
teammates prior to
Friday’s Pennsylvania

against Paoli. :

“I told them I 9@:; want to go home
disappointed, especially today,” said
Yocum, who turned 19 Friday.

Thanks to a gutty performance from
ace Mike Schaeffer, a 14-hit attack led by
Tony Cipolla and Shane Stacherski, and a
strong defensive effort spearheaded by
Cipolla at shortstop, the Owls gave Yocum
his birthday wish with an 11-8 victory mﬂ
Berwind Park.

Yocum, the team’s standout nmiﬁ.
fielder, got the final three outs and pitched
out of a two-out, two-on situation in the

bottom of the ninth to preserve the win.
Berks and Region 2 champion West Lawn
(43-5) advanced to today’s final round of
the double-elimination tournament.

The Owls, who set a franchise record
for wins in a season, face Region 7 cham-
pion State College (49-7) at 1:05 p.m. The
winner earns a national regional tourna-
ment spot and faces Region 4 champ
Hanover (26-4) for the state ormSEonmEu

30 minutes later.

“I guess you could say this is a pretty
nice birthday present,” said Yocum, who

Owls win a perfect gift

the Berks playoffs last month. “A oocv_m
of weeks ago, I was just hoping we'd still
be playing now.”

The Owls have kept playing thanks to a
multifaceted attack to which nearly

* everyone on the roster has contributed.

Friday, the right-handed Schaeffer got
the call on two days rest against Region 3
champ Paoli (35-7), which countered with
ace lefty Scott Burchow, who had thrown
eight innings of shutout ball in Tuesday's
14-0 victory over Hopewell.

See West Lawn, Page D3 P

State Tournament elimination m_m_sm

made his first pitching appearance since

» West Lawn

Continued from Page D1

The Cardinals got two runs off
Schaeffer in the second when Brian
Threadgill tripled in a run and
scored on Josh Pezzotti’s sacrifice
fly. But the Owls answered by send-
ing 10 batters to the plate in a five-
run third. Dave Schultz’s two-run
single put them up to stay at 4-2.

Cipolla (3-for4, three runs) dou-
bled and scored on a single by
Stacherski (3-for-5, three RBIs) in a
three-run fifth that made it 8-2,
Then, after the Cardinals got one
back in their half and threatened to
do more damage in the sixth and
seventh innings, Cipolla and second

baseman Andy Hohl turned double-,

plays to blunt both rallies.
+ “Our defense has been outstand-

" ing all year,” West Lawn coach Tony

Matz III said. ‘Some people may
o<oaoox it, but we certainly don't.

t's definitely been a big w@ to our
mcanmwm *

So has the 16-year-old Schaeffer
(12-1), who struck out five, scattered
10 hits and pitched into the ninth for
his second state-tourney win.

“Mike didnt have his best stuff,”
Matz said, “but he had enough to mmﬁ
U%:

With the Owls :u 11-5, Matz lifted
Schaeffer after Brad Haas and Eric
Hoffman singled to open the ninth.
Yocum then walked Greg Feiner to
load the bases before Ken Elder hit

“a fielders choice to drive in one run

and Threadgill doubled in mboEE.
to make it 11-7.

But Yocum then hustled off the
mound to snare Pezzotti’s dribbler
down the first-base line before it
went foul and tagged Pezzotti for a
huge out. Then, after Mitch Hoffman

. singled in another run, Youcm got
~ Joe Kelly to pop out to third base-

man Regan Carroll to end it.

“I just wanted to be out there and
end it,” Yocum said.

Which he did to help the Owls
continue their winningest season
ever.

WEST LAWN PAOU

b r h W s r hi
Carofi3b 5 1 2 1 A Hoffmancf 4 1 1 0
Pettit rt 41 0 0 Haast - 41 20
Bindertb 5 2 1 1 EHoftmanss 4 1 2 0
JYcumdd 5 1 1 Q Feiner1b 41 11
Cipollass 4 3 3 1 Elder 3b 4 2 1 2
Schutze 3 1 1 2 Theadglll 59 2 2
Stacherskif5 1 3 3 Pezothc 31 1
ZimmermnHQ 0 O O Borchowp 10 0 O
Schastterp 4 1 2 .1 M.Hoftmand 2 0 1 1
TYocumcdd 0 0 O 0  |HKelydd 40-10
Hohl2b 3 0 1 1
Totals 38 11 14 13 Totals B 8 127
WestLawn.....,,..005 032 001 -11 4 O
vuo__ ...020 021 003- 812 1

E: E. Hoflman. rOm_ West Lawn 6, Paoh 10, DP: West
Lawn 2, Paofi 1. 2B: Cipolla 2, mngm.__ﬁm._?xbg
._.Ewmn%n.m 3B: Threadgill. SB: Canoll, SH:

Pazzottl.

West Lawn IP H R ER BB SO
Schaefter W, 12-1 8 10 7 7 & 5
J. Yocum 1 2 1 1 t 0+
Peoll

Boruchow L, 8 1210 6 3 3
Eider 3 2t 1 1 0

WP: Boruchow 2. HBP: by Boruchaw (Cj

la), b
Schaalfer (M. Iozam:v BK: Schaelfer. T: 2:46. ) .<

RECYCLI

WE
~BEVI

0 Penn Awv

;\ 233
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Bad start finishes' West Lawn

Early failures lead

Eagle/Times: Tony Florinl

West Lawn playgrs dejectedly leave the field at St. Marys after their 9-0 loss to State Collegé in the state Legion tournament.

By Darryl Grumling
Eagle/Times
ST. MARYS - The first two in-
nings Saturday afternoon gave a
pretty good indication of what kind
of day it
STATE COLLEGE 9 would be for
West Lawn's
"Legion team.
In the bottom of the first inning

"of a Pennsylvania State Tourna-

ment elimination game against
State College, the Owls had the
bases loaded, nobody out and a
golden opportunity to take com-
mand in what amounted to a na-
tional regional qualifier.

Surprisingly, West Lawn came
up empty.

Ditto for the second inning,
when an ill-advised squeeze at-
tempt turned into a double play
that killed a first-and-third, one-

* out threat.

“Two very important innings we
didn't cash in on,” Owls coach
Tony Matz III said.

As well as two innings that set
the tone for a 9-0 loss at Berwind

: Park and ended West Lawn’s sea-
son one win shy of the state cham-

pionship game and a national re-
gional berth.,

In the state final later Satur-

day, Don Dahlen went 84 strong
innings and ace lelty Mark
Phillips got the final out in his
fourth appearance of the tourney
as Hanover defeated State Col-
lege 7-5 for- its first Pennsylvania
crown,

Region 4 champion Hanover
(27-4) will advance to the Great

to Owls’ state ouster

Lakes Region 5 Tournament in
Midland, Mich., this week. Region
7 champ State College (50-8) will
participate-in the Mid-Atlantic Re-
gion 2 Tournament at Morgantown,
W.Va.

The Berks and Region 2 cham-
pion Owls, meanwhile, finished 43-
6, their winningest season in the
45-year history of the franchise."

Right-hander Aaron Tressler
settled down after early trouble to
strike out eight on a four-hit
shutout — the first against West
Lawn this season — and Kevin
Conklin went 3-for4 with a game-
turning grand slam that broke a
scoreless tie in the fifth innning.

The momentum, however, may
have begun to swing toward the
Region 7 champs even earlier,
after Regan Carroll walked and
stole second, Eric Pettit reached
on.a sacrificeferror and Brad

‘Binder drey a walk to load the
bases for the dangerous Josh

Yocum in West Lawn’s first in-

ning.

But Tressler struck out Yocum,
got Tony Cipolla to hit into a force
.at home and induced Dave Schulfz
to line out to second to. end the
threat. S

“It’s hard to believe we couldn’t
get anything out of that,” Matz said.

The Owls also didn’t get any-
thing in the second, after Andy
Hohl looped a one-out double
down the left-field line and moved
to third on Denny Zimmerman's
bunt single.

See Owls, Page D9 »

M Owls leave a rich legacy desplite today's loss. Page D9
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popped it up beyond the mound.

said. “Then when they betched the
squeeze in the second, it think it af-
mma»& EmE. We wmun moamEm bul-
lets.

dE.oH.EuwnmE for the os_m.

in the fifth, after shortstop Shane
' Stacherski couldn’t handle Asa
Grunewald’s hard one-hopper with
two outs for what was ruled an
€ITOr.

Cipolla pitched around Zo 3hit-
ter Chris Wright, who had six

That brought up the lefty-swing-
ing Conklin, who jumped on the

leadoff man Carroll up, but Carroll .

starter Cipolla couldn’t dodge one -

ﬁﬂnrg%nﬁoﬁmrgmmﬁgﬁgnoﬁwﬁnﬁmﬁu v
g&&mﬁwm&&emggsmﬂn@g:ﬁ? _

> Oﬂ_m

2 * who had gone 5-for-5 in Tuesday’s & cally rolling to the Berks West -
ngnagm ?s; wenm E 1, Hw,hupwmmo& toWest Lawn. . - this”hesaidtothegroupof18play- championship, then won 4-of-5 -
Matz called for the mncmmnm with Tressler (13-1), a senior-to-be at  ers huddled behind the third-base ~games — culminating in an 11-1 vie-

against the Owls mon OouEE. a
sophomore-to-be at Lock Haven

State College High, then began to

settle in, at one point retiring 13

there would be no repeat of Tues-
day’s game, in which the Owls ral-
lied from a 60 deficit after five in-
nings.

“I don’t think anybody grmcma.

in deja vu today,” Matz said.

Justin Callahan (3-for-5, three’

runs) had a two-run aocEm and
Wright had an RBI double in a

three-run sixth. State College

tacked on single runs off reliever

Kyle Frees in the final two innings .
in advancing to its second straight

got four runs (in the fifth) after they
had two outs and nobody on,” Matz

Owls leave
arich legacy

ST. MARYS — Tony Emﬁ I
paused for a few moments, then -
looked upward, trying to choose his
final speech to Emémm»hmﬂu.mb.

" gion team. -

The Owls coach was having a
hard time saying goodbye to the
most accomplished squad of Em 13
yearsatthehelm. = .

A team that won. its mﬂ» wmwwm
Legion championship in eight
years.

A team that won its mmoonn

. straight Region 2title.. .. = . 2

>$Eﬁmﬁsmnw§8mmnm

0 m..wnnEmm victory for victories in a .
. season.

gamgmmmummﬂ_%g

 loss to State College, that finished

third in a state that has more than
500 American Legion baseball
“Nobody wanted it to end like -

dugout at Berwind Park. “But some-
time down the road, all of you are

four-hit shutout to end their season
one win shy of a berth in national .
regionals, as well as the state final.

But as time goes on, they will
likely focus more on the chemistry,
camaraderie and unique combina-
tion of talent and tenacity that car-
ried the team to eight straight elim-
ination victories during the Region
2 and Pennsylvania tourneys.

“This was just a great group of
guys,” star. center fielder Josh
Yocum said moments after tearful-

year — the players, the coaches and
the fans.”

[ Uomwn\m Mmg&m%m MM.N likewise ‘a special group for
finish, this West H..mﬂu “This was defifitely a team that

_ group set a very high raised the bar,” Matz said. “I always
mﬁb&m&ﬂ. looked back on the 1992 team
(which went 42-12 and finished

ww UE.Q— m..EEEm *- fourth in the state) as my best team,

. Eogle/Times but these guys just Eodma the vB.m

little higher.”

‘What made the _.am even more .
enjoyable for Matz and company

was the multitude of contributors
to a dangerous lineup, deep pitch-
ing mﬁm. mnn oﬂumdmun?wm%n
dugout.-*.- .

From vouma hitters Tony Cipol-
la and Shane Stacherski, to gritty
table-setters ‘Regan Carroll and

Eric Pettit, to the solid mound-
quartet of Mike Schaeffer, Brad Im-

pink, Matt Fidler and Jon Rudisill,

to the unheralded threesome of

E..aw Hohl, Dave Schultz and Den-

nis NEBmHHmF the Owls were a-

. team in every sense of the word. °

- One that didn’t flinch despite ex-"
tremely lofty expectations after los- -
ing just one player from last sea- -

son’s Region 2 champion team.

One that went 20-2 in methodi- -

tory over Muhlenberg — to earn sw
fifth Berks League title. *

One that bounced back from a

_ : " straight and 18-0f-19 batters. going to look back on this and re-
ﬁmﬁﬂ. ﬂﬂmwmﬂcm mwmmw_ﬁm m_.MvEmbn “As the game went on,” said member it for the rest of your lives.”. first-round loss to North Parkland .
o W OoMRIEID X008 . . Yocmm; “you could see it start to What most of the Owls will im- in state regionals to win five
-“I had my mind made up they’d - . d d
et one or two for sure in the first” slip away.” mediately remember from Satur-  straight games an m:onmwmg e-
mﬁm College coach John Carfle During the final EEbmm. it be- day’s game was the fact that State fend its Region 2 crown. -
€g Y came apparent to everyone that College’s Aaron Tressler threw a * And, finally, one that went a very

respectable 22 in its fourth state
tournament appearance — the two

losses coming to eventual champi-
on Hanover and runner-up State’

College. -
“What these guys did is an out-
standing achievement,” said Matz,

who will rely on top returners.

Cipolla, Schaeffer and Pettit to
keep his highly successful program
BmEm. “We certainly weren’t gun-
ning for third place, and it's disap-
pointing to finish one game away

homers and 16 RBIs in the tour-  state final. ly embracing Matz. “I just wish I from national regionals, but when
ney’s mamoﬁgsﬂﬁumg on “We didn’t score when we had could keep playing with them. everybody looks back on this sea-
a3lpitch. - the opportunities early, and they Everything was just so special this son, I think they’ll find it very ac- .

ceptable.”
“We made m..nEu at it,” said

first pitch and hit a towering blast said. “That’s two opposite ends of = With the standout duo of Yocum Binder. “You can’t ask for much
to right to make it 40. the spectrum, and it wound up and Brad Binder heading a list of more, getting to the last day with a
\ It was the seventh straight hit being pretty unfortunate for us.”

seven final-year mﬁhﬁﬁ the Owls

chance to win the state title.”

e el

[ —
Legion
State .—_.cunumsoa

SATURDAY'S RESULTS .-
Stato Collee 9, West Lawn O (West Lawn

bl sbr hbl
Catshand 5332 Camoi® 3000
Grunewaldc5 11 Q Pemtrt 3000
Wrigntss 4111 Bindertb 3010
Conkinfl 4134 Yocumdd_ 4000
Comlerfi ~ 0000 Cpolap™ 4010
Rossman1b4 0 2 0 Schuitzc 4000
Burkhard 160 0 0 0 Stachrsikdes3 0 0 0
Womecksd 5110 H2 3010
Leakasy3n 5120 Zmmermni2 010
Warz2b 3121 Shpel ~ 1000
Tressierp 4 0 00 Foesp 0000
Totsls |~ 399158 Totals - 0040
Stata Coflege .+ 000 043 011~ -

-
Bl |

X Clpolla, Hohl, HR:
Conklin, SB: Callahan nkau.m.moa?
Bnn.._‘ana_w__von:. -

:wQEB
ﬁnﬁ?.u 00 38
el 7 07 3 4 ,__

. 'i5i2 2 0 0

(Hon. T:208.

Clpolla HEE_E_ by’ Tressler
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BERKS LEGION STATISTICS

(Lsague games only)
INDIVIDUAL BATTING
Brad Bindar, Wes! Lawn
Tommy Krick, Hamburg
Jaremy Wunderlich, Birdsboro
Tony Cipolla, West Lawn
Steve Cotallese, Oley

Dan Batz, Shillington
Gearge Kressley, Toplon
Larry Fricker, Kutztown
Brandon DeWald, Shillington
Zach Taylor, Exater

Nick Evangalisia, Hamburg
Jon Runkle, Birdsboro

John Woram, Exeter

D.J. Hoshauer, Hamburg
Ryan Negri, Fleetwood
Jordan Hartine, Boyeriown
Shane Stacherski, West Lawn
Jared Trout, Boyertown
Terry Snyder, Hamburg
Kyle Hoftman,Oley

Pat Miller, Shillington

Dave Schuliz, Wilson

Jason Miller, Exeter

Brau Keplay, Birdsboro
Chase Folh, Boyeriown
Mark Stulliet, Exeter

Steve Randolph, Reading
Dan Weber, Shillington
Josh Yocum, West Lawn
Jason Reinharl, Muhlenbarg
Seth Guida, Exeter

Jelf Soto, Reading

Jarad Lydon, Oley -
Zane Kershner, Hamburg
Andre Folk, Fleatwood

Joal Rush, Conrad Watser
Brian Battler, Fleetwood
Lyle Loeb, Boyertown

Brad Kemp, Topton

Justin Holland, Shillingon
Matt Burkhart, Exeter

Kraig Kemp, Muhlenberg
Justin Templin, Fleetwood
Brelt Sweigart, Shillinglon
Fob Galloway, Boyertown
Kyle Faust, Shillington

Luke Bricker, Kutziown

Jim Kelly, Reading

Mike Glilis, Gregg Post

Mike Nowaczynski, GreggPost 54 16 20

Jell Hamer, Schuylkill Valiay -
Brandon Mason, Boyeriown
Jordan Walsh, Boyartown
Eric Pettit, West Lawn

Brian Miller, Reading

Matt Sola, Oley

Matt Redcay, Reading
Andy Hohl, Wes! Lawn
Drew Hotiman, Boyertown
Tony Reigel, Exeter

Brian Werley, Topton

Matt Keller, Fleetwood
Dave Dembo, Exter

Dave Seltzer, Gregg Post
Milch Schueck, Boyerlown
Joe Faller, Mubienberg .
Nal Hamison, Hamburg
Dave Kazmiarozak, Weiser
Kevin Yarnall, Conrad Weiser
Brad Hiaster, Gregg Post
Garry Wemer, Birdsboro
Jake Kutz, Kutziown

Randy Pitts, Wyomissing
Regan Carroll, Wes! Lawn
Rich Shappell, Hamburg

AB R H HR RBI SB AVG

64 41 37 4 30 6.578
47'17 28 @ 23 3.553
85 35 46 7 37 4541
72 60 38 3 30 1.528
95.31 48 0 23 0.484
87 34 42 4 34 9.483
77 21 3 11 33 0.468
86 25 40 4 32 6.465
72 33 33 2 32 7.458
97 37 44 2 25 4.454
88 28 33 3 22 6.443
78 15 35 1 21 4.443
8 32 30 3 26 3.442
85 30 37 6 36 0.435
97 30 42 6 33 2.43
65 26 28 1 24 18 .431
70 22 30 1 28 1.429
9 33 41 4 29 20 427
92 33 33 t 39 11,424
78 29 38 2 31 3418
64 20 27 1 25 .42
67 27 28 2 31 3.418
91 24 38 3 29 1.418
92 36 38 2 24 10.413
63 23 26 1 18 4.413
80 19 33 1 12 7.413
B0 23 33 0 24 4413
71 27 20 3 26 4.408
7 42 31 4 27 1.403
92 35 37 4 25 17 402
40 6 16 0 10 0.400
91 26 3 7 20 2.39%
84 27 33 1 27 7.303
79 20 31 2 24 2.392
97 15 38 5 31 1.392
82 13 32 2 21 0.3%
88 26 34 0 12 2.385
73 19 .28 0 16 3384
63 16 24 1 7 3381
84 30 32 4 23 12.381
58 12 22 0 17 0.379
85 26 32 1 17 6.376
9% 21 36 1 24 4375
B 21 24 2 2 5375
40 9 15 0 7 2.375
91 32 34 3 27 9374
75 19 28 0 14 6.373
70 25 26 0 14 8.3M
8 18 33 2 19 0.3

118 1.370
78 10 28 0 11 1.368
68 32 25 0 15 17.368
77 23 28 0 23 5.364
69 15 25 1 22 12 362
97 24 35 0 17 5361
50 22 18 2 16 2.360
92 35 33 0 22 14.359
62 18 22 1 11 2355
62 16 2 2 17 3.355
48 13 17 1 6 0.354
57 17 20 1 8 3.351
57 16 20 1 9 135
103 32 36 7 25 3.350.
52 6 18 0 10 0.346
76 19 26 0 19 10.342
79026 27 3 2215342
62 20 28 1 11 6.341
50 12 17 0 4 0.340
53 12 18 0 7 0.340
51 11 17 0 9 1333
7220 21 3 28 5.333
72 10 24 0 19 0.333
88 15 29 1 18 0.3%
82 36 27 0 19 24.329
719 26 2 15 1.329

&

Player, team
Dan Batz, Shillington

Brad Binder, West Lawn
Tony Cipolla, West Lawn

Jarad Lydon, Oley

Tommy Krick, Hamburg

Chase Roth, Boyertown

Jelf Soto, Reading
Zach Taylor, Exeter
Jared Trout, Boyertown

Josh Yocum, West Lawn
AWARDS

Kraig Kemp, Muhlenberg

Steve Randolph, Reading

Reading
Muhlenberg
Flagtwood
Kutztown
Grapg Post
Toplon

Conrad Weiser
Wyomissing
Sehuylkill Vallay
LEADERS

788 230 241
862 173 272
782 173 226
748 149 223
774 164 214
114 188
150 192
727 84 171

680
746

(Final)
823 220 269 10 174 54 .327

16 182 65 .319
17 158 17 318
9 146 39 .302
5118 11 .299
24 131 16 .276
2 83282714
4 104 53 257
7 84 12.235

Singles: Steve Cotoliese, Oley, 38.Doublos: Ryan Nagrl, Fisal-
wood, 18. Triples: Tony Cipotla, West Lawn, 6; Jason Reinhart,

Brad Binder Chase Roth
BERKS LEGION LEAGUE ALL-STARS

Age'HR RBI SB AVG

17
18
17

Brandon DeWald, Shillington 17

Nick Evangelista, Hamburg 17

Jason Reinhart, Muhlenberg 17

Jeremy Wunderlich, Birdsboro 18

League champion: West Lawn.
East divislon champ: (tis) Boyertown and Shillington,
West division champ: West Lawn. .

Team sporismanship award: Schuylkill Valiey.

Most valuable player: Brad Binder, West Lawn,
Outstanding plicher award; Chase Roth, Boyariown,
League batting champ: Brad Binder, Wes! Lawn,

N W

a5 (=Y e

—-

S~

W-L ERA
34 9 483
30 6.578
30 1 .528
23 7 458

50 353
22 6 443

62 4.94
27 7 .393
17 6.376
23 3 553
24 4 413

51 3.44
25 17 402
18 4 413

70 1.36
29 2 .396
25 4 454
23 20 427

51 2.30
37 4541
27 1 403

Nick Allen, Boyeriown
Scott Steltzer, Fleetwood
Nate Leck, Oley

Charlie Werner, Birdsboro
Brady Kidd, Wyomissing
Matt Nye, Muhlenberg
Tim Miller, Shillington
Luke Angstadt, Fleeiwood
Brad Brizek, Conrad Weiser -
Dan Stoltzlus, Wyomissing
Daryl Miller, Reading

Nale Guers, Muhlenberg
Tim Hainly, Muhlenberg
Matt Folk, Flegtwood
TEAM BATTING

West Lawn

Shillington

Boyertown

Exeter

Hamburg

Oley
Birdsboro

7% 21
52 8
83 22
4 13
62 20
81 26
81 30
97 24
57 8
61 12
9 15
84 17
82 26
83 12

AB R H HR RBISBAVG.
20 265 52 404

25
17
27
13
20
26
26
29
18
19
28
26
25
25

785 322 317
810 282 310
817 265 306
832 197 306
780 219 274
706 215 242
790 227 261

18
7
16
8
1"

BBk

O = 2 woag~

22
"
1
9
12
28 6.311
25 4.310
18 9.305
112 1.30

NOODMDNS

N___omoh_oo__
.
i
-

19 236 64 .383

9 218 97 .375

19 184 22 368
23 186 41.351

7179 44 .343

21 189 57 .330

9. 6: Jarad Lydon, Otey, 6. Home runs: George Kress-

ey, Topton, 11.Runs: Tony Cipolla, Wes! Lawn, 50. RBis: Jeramy
Wunderlich, Bitdsboro, 37. Stolen bases: Regan Camoll, West
Lawn, 24. Sacrifices: Tim Milar, Shillington, 11. Sacrifice fllas:
Jordan Watsh, Boyertown, 8. Hit-by-plich: Tony Cipolia, West
Lawn, 6. Slugging percontago: Tommy Krick, Hamburg, 1,106,
Most RBls, game: Terry Snydar, Hamburg, B; Sleve Randalph,
Reading, 8. Most hits, game: Nine tied with 5. Most runs, game:

Nick Evangelista, Hamburg, 6,
INDIVIDUAL PITCHING G
Nick Allen, Boyertown 4
Chase Roth, Boyertown 9
Mike Schaeffer, West Lawn 4
Justin Shustack, Birdsbore 6
Steve Gebhari, Shilington 9
Brad Impink, WestLawn 5
J.J.Mitchell, Boysrtown 5
Jared Trout, Boysriown 8
Tim Gombar, Shillington 7
Tom Rochowicz, Exeler 4
Josh Yocum, West Lawn 4
Brad Kepley, Birdsboro 5
Steve Randolph, Reading 8
Mati Nuhfer, Shillington 7
Brandon DeWald, Shillingtn 7
Jon Rudisill, WestLawn 5
Brian Kantner, Muhlenberg 10

Brad Kantner, Muhlenberg 10
Eli Bonel, Reading 9
Jon Runkie, Birdsboro

Matt Nye, Muhlenberg

Al Groff, Conrad Weiser
Jamie Palubinski, Hamburg 7
Gerry Werner, Birdsboro 10
Jeremy Wunderlich, Birdsbr 6
Kyle Frees, WestLawn' 7
Jefi Soto, Reading 9
Nate Guers, Muhlenberg 7

7
Matt Fidler, West Lawn 8
8
4

Nick Evangelista, Hamburg 10
TEAM PITCHING P
Boyertown - i 190.2
West Lawn 172.2
Shillington 187.1
Birdsboro 1832
Muhlenberg 185.1
Reading 1972
Hamburr 177
Exeter 190.2
Kutztown 183
Conrad Weiser 166
Gregg Post 1832
Fleetwood 194.2
Topton 185
Oley 169.2
Wyomissing 187.1
Schuylkill Valley 177.2
LEADERS

IP HBB KWL SERA .

15.1 11
66.1 43
3 17
17.1 12
36.2 30
28 24
B 8
4a7 A
34237
7 12
101 9
21 27
36.2 34
49 62
43140
20.1 24.
41.2 44
AN A
83172
34143
40.1 45
48.2 34
6111
22120
39 48
37 M
29 32
45.1 62
43. 48
542 47
H BB
152 76
165 68
196 85
220 83
186 113
245 103
216 125
222 146
268 139
279 128
327 137
32 93
314 81
293 139
291 201
298 161

1.7 020 117
19 81 70 0 1.3
14 .32 30 0 1.74
9 9 10 1208
17 18 40 0221
11 14730 0 235
0 8 00 0225
28 45 51 0 230
421 32 2234
3 5000 257
4 9 00 2 261
1420 24 0 3.00
19 27 51 0 344
9 31 60 0 .349
29 35 50 0 353
9 10 11 0 354
21 23 31 0 367
16 8 20 0 377
27.28 61 0 398,
15 7 32 0419 .
1426 60 0 4.4
43 65 42 0 425
4 3 000427
24 8 11 0 443
17 23 51 0 462
1122 33 0 462
9 38 41 1 466
2228 32 2 477
21 31 4.3 0 481
32 67 62 0 494
K Wi S ERA
183 202 2 264
147 202 3 3.18
19 202 3 3.3
104 148 2 431
145 148 1 47
113 17:5 4 4.87
13211-10 1 6.66
12612-10 2 7.88
80 715 2 925
73 417 0 981
145 517 1 995
108 616 3 10.17
137 813 11026
8311-11 11071
136 517 1 11.39
93 220 01190

Wins: Chase Rolh, Boyertown, 7. Strikeouts, game; Chase
Roth, Boyerlown, 16, Starts: Jason Werley, Toplon, 9; Efi Banel,
Reading, 9. Complete games: Chase Roth, Boyarlown, 5.
Saves: Josh Yocum, West Lawn, 2; Tim Gombar, Shillington, 2;
Jelf Soto, Reading, 2; Justin Templin, Flegtwood, 2,

h
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